
   What Will We Do to respond to the BIRTH of our SAVIOR, the GIFT of GOD for the PEOPLE of GOD? 
We are told that after fears Inflation and Recession, last Quater our Holiday spending was up 4.3%! 
Is getting the perfect gift all that Christmas is about? Having the Grandchildren on Best behavior? 
For over 2000 years, celebrating the coming of Christ has been TRADITION, on every Continent, 
every Country, in every Language. Christmas is filled with our particular FAMILY TRADITIONS…  
Yet, as reliant as we are on TRADITION … every Christmas is unique.      
There was the 1st Christmas we remember, when we made an ornament for the tree, the 1st time we 
gave a gift that was all our own, being pinned into a sweater Mom made; The first Christmas we 
were Married, the first baby, the GI Joe Christmas, the Atari Christmas, Christmas after our parents’ 
died, our 1st Christmas in our own home, after the divorce, Christmas during COVID. 

One of my favorite Christmas Traditions took place 1914, when after months of battle, existing in 
trenches, shooting at anything that moved, a German soldier placed a lit candle in No Man’s Land, 
as several on each side joined in passing the Candle flame, someone began singing a Capella, then 
someone from the enemy sang back, eventually both sides joined in, leading to the Christmas 
Truce of 1914: where soldiers shared fruitcake and presents from home; enemies buried their dead; 
they joined together in a Football game, not Vikings vs the Packers, European Football. 

This Christmas, following TRADITION of 42 years, reading these passages aloud every year, hearing 
these words all of our lives… Instead of beginning the passage from Isaiah at Chapter 9 verse 2 with 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, On those living in the land of Deep 
Darkness light has dawned…” We began a little earlier hearing Isaiah’s description of “GALILEE of 
the Gentiles, by the way of the SEA, along the JORDAN”. 700 years before the Birth of MARY let 
alone, the BIRTH of the SAVIOR in BETHLEHEM, Isaiah described the GAZA Strip, in PALESTINE. This 
evening after 2 years and 3 months of WAR, we have witnessed images of devastation, the rubble, 
without light, without sanitation, Cholera spreading. This was very much like what Isaiah 
experienced at destruction of all Israel and Palestine by the Assyrians.    
 THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR comes in contrast to a PEOPLE IN DARKNESS in the LAND OF 
THE SHADOW OF DEATH. Christmas is not intended to be the crowning fulfillment of a great year, 
the last communion of a Career, The BIRTH OF CHRIST IS A CALLING to US ALL to Question our 
lives and relationships, whether and whom and how we respond to LOVE in a divisive world? 

The QUESTION that seems before every Nation, is whether all people are EQUAL, whether an 
AMERICAN LIFE is of greater Value than any other life? The Apostle Paul describes in Romans, that 
GOD weighed not only this question but the VALUE of a HUMAN LIFE compared to BEING GOD? 
And GOD determined that DIVINITY was not a thing to be grasped, but a LIFE to LOVE. 

CHRISTMAS is filled with TRADITIONS: My father used to read to us CHARLES DICKENS’ a CHILD’s 
CHRISTMAS in WALES; watching IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED REINDEER. 
This year I happened to watch THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER, in which the most feared and 
neglected family of Orphaned Children in town volunteer for all the lead roles in the Christmas 
Pageant, each experiencing for the first time what the BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR is all about.   
The CHARACTER I enjoyed the most, is the littlest child in this brood of EARTHY STREET URCHINS, 
who is the ANGEL appearing to the Shepherds. The Angel does not begin poetically singing 
“BEHOLD, UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A CHILD WHO IS CHRIST THE 
LORD”… Instead, she jumps out and says “HEY, PAY ATTENTION!”  



The result is the Shepherds abandon all responsibility for their IDENTITY as Shepherds watching 
over their flocks of hundreds of sheep grazing on the hillside of Bethlehem for the Coming 
PASSOVER, to run to see THE LAMB of HEAVEN come from GOD. 

I stand before you this night, fully aware that my life has been blessed, especially in the midst of 
struggles and hardships, to have been CALLED by GOD, to have been privileged to serve as needed. 
WE AS THE CHURCH have been incredibly blessed, NOT SIMPLY with repairs and redesigns of what 
was broken or had never worked, NOT ONLY to have experienced RESURRECTION from the Death of 
a PASTOR and DEEP DARKNESS of the Church in the first part of this 21st CENTURY to MUSIC and 
MISSIONS making a DIFFERENCE, MORE THAN ALL OF THIS development of CHRISTIAN FAITH that 
we as the CHURCH have come to claim WE ARE THE CHURCH in this Time and Place and we have 
been GIVEN the GIFT OF GOD’s LOVE, so this NIGHT we RESPOND by GIVING THANKS TO GOD and 
recognizing the GIFT OF THE CHRIST CHILD would be for our TRANSFORMATION and 
RESURRECTION in COMMUNION forgiving one another.  


