Itis hard to preach PEACE this morning. When CHAOS continues between Israel & Palestine,
Ukraine & Russia, Congo & Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, Pakistan & India, our Borders closed to
Refugees, hostility in our Nation. Belief among World leaders in PEACE through DOMINATION,
rather than the BIBLICAL SHALOM of PEACE through JUSTICE & RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Our ADVENT PARAMENT provides the image of CREATION, In the TUMULT of CHAQOS, GOD calls
PEACE not to eliminate CHAOS, PEACE is the DIVINE BALANCE of Light and Life... Possibility.

The WORDS of the ANGELS to Shepherds: PEACE BE STILL, the Resurrected Jesus: PEACE.
Is the only reason we talk about PEACE this morning because this is the 2"* Sunday in Advent?
For a Century more than a dozen years; we have ended WARS with ceasefire, and the only PEACE is
JACOB’s promise to his Father-in-Law LABAN whose history was suspicion, cheating each other:
“May the LORD watch between Thee and Me while we are absent one from the other...”

One of my favorite stories is HG Wells The Time Machine, a Man from the year 1899 travels to a long
future time, where there is NO WAR; except without conflict, without challenge, humanity becomes
lethargic & apathetic, without meaning or purpose; where in Libraries all great epochs and histories,
all ideas and artwork crumble to dust. Humanity’s only future is Meat to be eaten by cannibalistic
Morlocks who live under ground. PEACE has to be more than the Absence of WAR. | long for the
WW?2 image streets filled with strangers embracing and cheering PEACE! the end of Conflict, the
end of Fear, the end of Loss. More than that... A NEW GENESIS, a FUTURE. It was surreal
at our National Thanksgiving holiday to be in our Nation’s capital with helicopters patrolling
overhead, Armed US troops on street corners.

Nostalgically, John the Baptist calls to mind images of the great Evangelists calling down Hellfire &
Brimstone if sinners would not repent. The pain of being a Contemporary Preacher is knowing If |
say anything too controversial, too close to home, or that persons take offense about, they will get
up and storm out of worship. | pray for the time when believers come to worship GOD, not to be
entertained with WHAT PLEASES. Over the 20" Century, we abandoned our sense of ETERNITY, in
exchange for amusement. We could not conquer the world, so instead believe in entertainment.
We have come to a time, where people know their own issues and sins and have THERAPY, but what
we have longed for, especially since the forced isolation of COVID is COMMUNITY, to be partof a
Body of Christ that feels passion about LOVE OF GOD and ETERNITY. | am oft reminded that | was
not Called to be Prophetic but simply to Love You unconditionally, the idea that has long troubled
me is how we got to a place where the Church tolerated lack of PEACE? | know you love one
another, | have witnessed you bring dinners to each other, visiting one another in rehab and
Hospital, praying for each other.

In Italy there is a famous DYPTHICH, 2 Paintings different yet essential to each other. The one
depicts all the old Kings’ graves and corpses of the Crusades as DYNASTY and MONARCHY died
out, yet in the foreground a new King has come, a new Standard bearer, a Pioneer & Perfector, and
at his feet what appears to be a dead root coming to flower! Hinged to this in a connected frame,
are all the sleek powerful predators: Lions, Leopards, Bears and Wild Boar, Hawks & Vultures; laying
contentedly beside Calves, Lambs and Goat kids; at the center is a little child smiling, playing with
a powerful snake. | was a child in St. Louis where there were Copperheads and Water Moccasins,
so never imagined playing with snakes; but we were able to provide a retreat for our family in Door
County Wisconsin where my children encountered Bull Snakes: Rattling like Arizona snakes, they
stood up like a Cobra, but then rolled over to play dead. My children delighted having these reptiles



curlround their fingers and arms, carrying them around in their pockets. Bears and Goat Kids,
Wolves & Leopards with Calves, Lions & Lambs, Children and Snakes playing, sounds idyllic... |
have often wondered at the relationship between words IDYLLIC (PEACEFUL, ETERNAL,
IMAGINARY)... and what are OUR IDEALS.

This morning we recited the Prophecy of Isaiah in Chapter 11, something struck me differentin this,
from the Words of John the Baptist. The Book of Isaiah & Handel’s Messiah read like the recurrent
waves of the ocean, repetitive tides sounding “Prepare the Way of the LORD, Prepare the Way,
Prepare the Way...” The distinction being that Isaiah Chapter 40 proclaims “PREPARE THE WAY OF
THE LORD MAKE STRAIGHT A HIGHWAY FOR GOD” where our reading from Isaiah 11 said
“PREPARE A HIGHWAY FOR THE REMNANT OF GOD’s PEOPLE DISPERSED...”

Perhaps your Adolescent Christian Education was better than my own, prior to the 1980s, we knew
the Gospels and Epistles, the Torah, Major Prophets, Minor, Psalms and Proverbs, and Revelation...
HOWEVER, the word DIASPORA was not in our vocabulary. What Assyria did to the Northern 10
Tribes of Israel was to utterly destroy them, to disperse the population to the 4 corners of the earth,
to level the cities and places of Worship. 70 years later Babylon was not satisfied with dispersal
(making this population immigrate elsewhere) Babylon took the remnant of Judah as Prisoners of
War into Exile. To the Jewish and Christian faiths, the concept of a HOLY REMNANT has been
precious.

In Genesis the world corrupted itself/ GOD unleashed CHAOS, yet through Noah’s family GOD
provided PEACE for the REMNANT.

When Abram, Sarai and Lot were at SODOM & GOMORRAH, GOD rained down Hellfire & Brimstone,
yet GOD preserved this one family to begin anew as a REMNANT.

When Egypt was dominated by the Pharaohs and people cried out to GOD, the HOLY SPIRIT
PASSED OVER and only the REMNANT ISRAEL with MOSES was SAVED.

So when for hundreds of years Israel HOPED for a MESSIAH, their HOPE was for that REMNANT that
was taken in the GREAT DIASPORA and EXILED in bondage, to BE RECLAIMED BY GOD’s HAND a
SECOND TIME bringing PEACE.

What a POWERFUL IMAGE of JOHN the BAPTIST’s & ISAIAH’s CALL “Preparing the Way of the LORD”
as the RECLAIMED IMMIGRANTS & EXILES returned from DISPERSION!?



