What is He? Colossians 1:15-20
VPC, Nov 30, 2025

Children’s Time
Complete this sentence with one word: Jesus is....

(Have kids answer, then have AJ bring the mic around to people in the
congregation. As people answer, | write them down to be used in sermon.)

Repeat the answers. Most of these are pretty easy to understand, but what
about Jesus is Lord? Redeemer? Savior? What do those mean? What does it
mean to follow someone like that? We may not fully understand those
words, but | know for me, it means giving Jesus all of me. That is what | want
to do. So, | pray that for you, that you will give Jesus all of you. Because it is
an exciting adventure to follow Jesus.

| am going to pray that for you right now. Dear Jesus, help us to understand
that you are Lord, Redeemer and Savior of our lives. We give you all of
ourselves to be used by you. Amen.

Scripture Reading Colossians 1:15-20.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, ®for

in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. ¥’ He himself is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. ¥ He is the head of the body, the church; he
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have
first place in everything. ¥ For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 2 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



As many of you know Marie Valade and | are teaching a class here called The
Chosen. The Chosen is a streaming TV series about the life of Jesus and
people’s responses to Jesus. Marie introduced me to the series. For years
while | was a pastor here, she tried to talk me into watching it, and | wasn’t
interested in watching another cheesy Jesus show.

But last Lent, | was looking for a Lenten discipline. The TV series was on its
fifth season with 8 episodes for each season. 40 episodes. Hmmm. Lent is 40
days. So, | decided to give it a try. | watched one episode a day in Lent
(excluding Sunday), and | grew to love the series.

In fact, | have become quite obsessed with it for it has brought color to my
faith and to the scriptures. Thus, Marie and | teach this class so you can
experience what we experience as we watch the show.

In one particular episode, Simon the Zealot (one of the disciples) encounters
a fictional character named Atticus. Atticus is some kind of spy or special
agent for Rome, and he has been spying on Jesus and the disciples. He has
heard Jesus’ teachings. He has witnessed Jesus’ miracles and healings.

So, when Atticus confronts Simon the Zealot, the question he asks is: “What
is He, Simon?” Do you notice how strange that question is? Not “Who is
He?” but “What is He?” Atticus perceives there is a mystery here. This is our
guestion as we enter into Advent. Our answer to that question (What is He?)
gives us the hope and faith we need.

Here again are your answers to the completion of the sentence: “Jesus is....”
Love. Compassionate. Merciful. Kind . Gentle. Forgiving. Savior. Etc...

All of these words describe Jesus. Thanks be to God. But several words
answer Atticus’ question: What is He? They answer the mystery of who Jesus
is, and why Jesus came. Jesus is Lord, Savior and Redeemer. We say these
words a lot in the church, but what do they mean for us today?



Our passage says Jesus is the Creator of the Universe: “all things have been
created through Christ and for Christ, all things visible and invisible.” That
includes you and me, and we are the highlight of that creation because God
loves us.

God created everything, and it was good the Bible says, but why is it all
messed up? There is an enemy in this story. This enemy shows up in Genesis
3 in the form of a snake, and this enemy (or as some say, Satan) convinces
Adam and Eve to disobey God. And their relationship with God is changed
forever. It is broken.

But here is the thing: we don’t have to be scared of this enemy, because we
have a God who fights for you and me.

This is what Christmas is all about. The story of Christmas is the story of God
“who has landed into enemy occupied territory in disguise” (quote from
Father John from Acts 29). The disguise is flesh. We call it the Incarnation.
Carne means meat, flesh. When you eat chili con carne, you are eating chili
with meat or flesh. God came in carne, in flesh. “For in Christ all the fullness
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of God was pleased to dwel
What is He?

God became human to fight for you. God didn’t send an angel; God came
Himself. God so loved the world that God gave His only son John 3:16 says.
That is how much you matter to God.

But here is another question: if Jesus came to fight for us, for you and me,
why did Jesus go to the cross? It looks like defeat. Jesus looks like a victim.

| know, you are probably thinking, Diane, this is Advent and Christmas, not
Holy Week. We don’t talk about the cross at Christmas time. This is a joyous
time. We have plenty of time to talk about the cross.



Remember, Jesus came to earth to fight for you and me, and that includes
the cross. This is why Jesus came, why Jesus was born, to die for us on the
cross. Therefore, we need to talk about the cross.

Remember who is on the cross: the Creator of the Universe. Our scripture
passage says, “Christ himself is before all things, and in Christ all things hold
together.” There is only one way the Creator of the Universe is on the cross.
Jesus wanted to be there.

Jesus wanted to be on the cross.
Why? What is Jesus doing there?

Jesus is showing you and me how much God loves us. A woman was at a
worship service, and the preacher was talking about how much God loves
us. She encountered the preacher afterwards and said, “Blah, blah, blah, all
you talk about is how much God loves us.” The preacher responded, “l am
going to keep on talking about it until you believe it.”

So, did you hear it? You are loved. You are loved by the Creator of the
Universe. There is a beautiful scene in The Chosen where Mary Magdelene
has been healed of seven demons by Jesus, which is recorded in scripture.
The rabbis remind her that she had been possessed by these demons. She
responds with, “But now, | am possessed by the Creator of the Universe.”

This Creator of the Universe came in disguise to fight for you. On the cross,
Jesus was going to war to rescue us. That seems like an odd way to rescue
us. Doesn’t Jesus look like a victim on the cross?

Catholic priest Father John Riccardo called Jesus an Ambush Predator.
Ambush predators are animals who lay motionless for one purpose. To
attract prey, such as spiders, snakes, crocodiles. They sit there waiting, and
when the prey comes by, they bite.



Jesus is an ambush predator on the cross. He looked weak on that cross.
Satan, thinking he had won and defeated God, celebrates. However, God, on
the cross, is going to war for you against sin, against death, against Satan. By
dying, Jesus takes all your sin upon himself on the cross, and by rising from
the dead, Jesus bites, and death is defeated. Jesus is the victor, and Satan
loses his grip on the human race.

Our scripture passage says “...through Christ God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through
the blood of his cross.” Jesus restored our broken relationship with God.

When | was a pastor, | always got these questions: if Jesus died for our sins
and overcame death, why am | going to still die? If Satan was defeated, why
is the world still all messed up? Good questions.

Maybe this will help: June 6, 1944 D-day: “Allied forces launched the largest
multinational amphibious invasion in history, landing on five beaches in
Normandy, France, to begin the liberation of Western Europe from Nazi
Germany.” (That’s a quote from Wikipedia!)

Essentially, WW Il was over, but the fighting didn’t end. The fighting lasted
another year with some really bloody battles as Germany continued to fight
even though they knew they had lost.

We are living in that year. Our enemy continues to fight. Satan has been
defeated, but not destroyed. We are living in an already, but not yet time.

The first Sunday of Advent is traditionally a time to think about and talk
about the Second Coming of Christ as we light the candle of hope. The book
of Revelation in the Bible promises when Jesus comes back that second time,
Satan will be destroyed. And the book of Revelation describes it. Thanks be
to God.

So, what is he?



Is Jesus kind? Yes Thanks be to God.

Is He gentle? Yes Thanks be to God

Is He merciful? Have people say, “yes, thanks be to God.”
Is He compassionate? Yes....

Continue....

What is He?

Jesus is the Wonder Worker.

Jesus is the Water Walker.

What is He?

Jesus is Lord, Redeemer, Savior. Nobody else is.

What does it mean to be a follower of this Lord, Redeemer, Savior, and all
the words we mentioned? How can we bear witness to the wonder of God’s
majesty and holiness? How can we behold the mystery of God who is both
wholly other, yet became one of us and remains with us?

| started this message with The Chosen, so | end with The Chosen. | take the
words of Jesus as he calls one of the disciples to follow him and describes
the kind of life the disciples will have. These words are for us, as disciples,
today.

You’ll be part of changing the world. Become part of a family — not of
relatives, but of blood bonds, just the same.

Spend your days with some of the most interesting, unfettered, funny, driven,
brave, nurturing, smart, strong, passionate, fiery, loyal, loving, imperfect
souls to ever walk the earth.

You will see — and do- things you cannot imagine. You’ll be adored, hated,
needed, lost, and found.



You will live everywhere and nowhere.
You will lose friends, you will lose all your friends, and your own life.

You will go to the ends of the earth, and yet be part of the beginning of the
greatest movement the world has ever known.

The point is you said ‘yes’ to the world’s ‘no.’
You hoped against hope. Believed against belief.
Surrendered everything, and held fast to the very end.

Will you follow Me?

Having heard these words, please stand as we affirm our faith together with
the Apostle’s Creed.



