Whether it was as a Seminary Student or in my first Ordained Call, an 18-year-old boy | did
not know came to me broken-hearted/devastated over a member of our Church/ his High School
Sweetheart, who had ended the relationship. Tearfully he asked “WHAT GOOD IS LOVE if it ends
and you feel so horrible?” Do you remember those first loves? How, when in love the whole world
seemed different, and when relationships end it seems everything else did too?

This week at a Concert, | got down on one knee to speak with someone in the pew, and a woman
said, “If you are down on one knee you either need to marry her, or else in GV you are showing off!”
Over the decades, | believe | have married of over 750 couples, later grieving with them at deaths,
divorces, incarcerations, hospitalizations, as well as celebrating joys of Anniversaries and Children.

Mary the Mother of Jesus names loves rapture, that is what | believe GOD FEELS for CREATION.
When we first witnessed the Grand Canyon... when you held your child for the first time...

last night witnessing A Meteor Shower of shooting stars... As a human creature, MARY identified

perceiving “MY SOUL MAGNIFIES THE LORD! MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD MY SAVIOR!

Many who have suggested the Old Testament is a GOD of JUDGEMENT LAW & WRATH and New
Testament a GOD of LOVE, but | believe GOD is the same GOD, and what is unique in the
CHRISTIAN NEW TESTAMENT is for the very 1% time a HUMAN CREATURE names “HER SOUL
MAGNIFIED THE LORD and HER SPIRIT REJOICES in HER SAVIOR!” Have you ever felt that LOVE?
That LOVE is not present from Adam in the Garden, Not from Noah being saved from the FLOOD.
Moses’ Sister Miriam has a song after the EXODUS but MIRIAM’s SONG is more about the KILLING
of PHARAOH and his armies, as her REALIZATION of GOD’s.

Not in HOSEA’s hopeless love for GOMER, or JEREMIAH’s frustration.

MARY names how GOD’s MERCY extends to all who believe, generation after generation, forever...
The LORD has been personally involved, Hand’s on, SAVING GOD’s PEOPLE while scattering the
proud, Feeding the Hungry and sending the Self-Satisfied Away. At CONCEPTION, MARY
foreshadows the exact wording the Savior will say in the BEATITUDES and SERMON on the MOUNT.

Just like the 18-year-old Boy, | believe GOD is head-over-heels in LOVE with CREATION as GOOD,
with LIFE, with our Mortal Human lives as VERY GOOD ...

and yet also, GOD is broken-hearted and devastated when we turn our backs on GOD, on
One Another, on GOD’S CREATION, We do harm to GOD. What GOOD is LOVE? LOVE is intangible.
The definition of a Psychopath is wanting to harm, to destroy out of enjoyment of power.
For Everyone else, that which we call LOVE, our relationship to the world around us, recognizing
there is something greater than WE, and we feel acceptance/concern/connection in the intangibles
of FAITH, which bind all CREATION and history together.
| spoke with our son this week, who has a very High Level Security with the Military in Computer
Algorithms, He works with the Police after robberies, with CITIES & UTILITIES on exact location of
Gas Leaks and Sewer Leaks underground; He said DAD, | just realized the difference: THROUGH
THE CHURCH YOU TOUCH PEOPLE’S LIVES. THE CHURCH IS THERE WHEN PEOLE ARE IN NEED.

The outrage about Jeffrey Epstein, about Drug Smugglers being rescued or killed in the water, is that
we are better than this. As Children of GOD we want to be the Good Guys, who protect and rescue,
not the ones who kill strangers, because we can. We are outraged, because we were made to LOVE.



Other religions throughout history have not understood or comprehended the humility we treasure.
Their GODs were all powerful, invincible, all knowing. The idea that the ALMIGHTY, the Eternal, the
Creator and Judge, could/would strip themselves of that power and majesty, to become as helpless
as vulnerable, as naive and trusting, as a newborn infant, is outside their conception of reality.

YET, that CALLING to LOVE is the fulfillment of Isaiah 35, that ALL POWERFUL GOD the CREATOR
would enter into CREATION as a Pygmalion story where the ARTIST STEPS INTO their Painting,
which changes EVERYTHING changes REALITY.

How difficult it is for those whose only PICTURE of the desert is from DEATH VALLEY DAYS, to
imagine the beauty when the endless parched sands of the desert come to FLOWER!

Isaiah 35 is written for this Church in GREEN VALLEY, as the Prophet declares:
Strengthen FEEBLE HANDS, steady WEAK KNEES; Say to those with FEARFUL HEARTS: BE STRONG!
FEAR NOT, for your GOD IS COMING! Coming to Save You!

As if the Instruction Manual for Jesus’ Life and Ministry, THE PROPHET ISAIAH PREACHES:
Then will the eyes of the Blind be Opened, then will the Ears of the Deaf be unstopped,
then will the LAME Leap like a DEER and the MUTE TONGUE -- SHOUT FOR JOY!

As a PASTOR, having served as Your Pastor, | have to thank you!

If  had never been your Pastor, | could not have imagined those over 90 LINE-DANCING!

A couple years ago we had a CHORUS for persons with ALZHEIMERS and Dementia SINGING!

If plans are accomplished, new Multigenerational housing will be established just South of our
CHURCH and this Could be the intergenerational Church we were designed to be, 45 years ago.

You know my love of holding babies in worship. One of my favorite memories of the Ministry
happened on my 20™ Anniversary of Ordination, where after Baptizing 4 infants from four couples,
we intentionally gave the children to different parents, and gathered other children from the
congregation to sit with adults who had no children as the WORSHIP OF GOD.

What an exciting Church this will be, when a baby and a Teenager are not an oddity here,
when COVID is long enough ago that no one considers sitting 6 Feet Apart, or you are in their pew.
And we continue to phone one another to be certain you were healthy, that you had groceries,
medications, Toilet Paper!

When believers recall 9 Months where we could not share the SACRAMENT of COMMUNION and
we wanted to receive so badly, that our KITCHEN LEADERS even created Stale-Wine-flavored
Gluten-free Bread, to be the Body and Blood of Christ because we wanted to LOVE GOD as we are
LOVED.



