This is ALL SAINTS DAY, when as the BODY OF CHRIST we make “The Resurrection” personal.
YET, we are a DEATH DENYING CULTURE! living in the past and present. In Green Valley people ask
“Where are you from?” We have groups for everything, Pickleball, Crocheting, Line Dancing, Mah
Jongg, Tai Chi, Cooking, Playing Games. But when someone names HOSPICE Care, we whisper
“Oh, | am Sorry.” Hospice does not mean you have an Obituary, only that You now have ACCESS to
SERVICES & MEDICATIONS the rest of us are not allowed, because in a crisis if nothing were done,
as a mortal you might die. SO, more than at any other time in your life YOU ARE IN CONTROL! Do
you want something done to extend life, or do you want mortality to take its course? If ever, there
were a people that should own and celebrate the reality that Mortals Die and are RESURRECTED, it
is the Church in Green Valley. However we compete with GOD, for not allowing people to leave us.
And tragically we never celebrate, we do not even know your accomplishments until after you’re are
GONE. One Church | served had 30 Weddings a year! Another had a huge number of Baptisms. In
those it was easy to CELEBRATE. It is not that we celebrate DEATH, but we choose to AVOID Death,
without it there can be nothing more... of all PEOPLE WE NEED TO CELEBRATE RESURRECTION!

The Church at THESSALONICA was in a similar place. Paul had only spent 3 weeks there, planting
the Church, when like all new Pastors, he was run-out of town for causing trouble. Afterwards, he
learned from TIMOTHY, the Church is alive and well, in part because they had a ministry of CARING.
Before there were SOAPS, VACCINES, SCIENCE whenever there was a Plague like COVID, families/
neighbors brought bodies out onto the Street and abandoned them, whole Cities moved.
CHRISTIANS discovered a novel idea, if they PRAYED, if they kept them hydrated & fed, the sick
came back to life! What greater example of RESURRECTION than if your Family and Friends gave
you up as DEAD, and you returned to LIFE?!

People were afraid of death, afraid of what is next, AS IF DEATH was ultimate Punishment!
Instead, Paul explains death& RESURRECTION. Many have died, just as if falling asleep. No Pain,
No Crisis AND as a CREATURELY, Normal MORTAL process, when the SON OF GOD Returns, the
first to be raised up will be those who have already passed. Then afterward, JUST as there was a
GENESIS, in The END CHRIST will bring all of us HOME to GOD.

In the Apostle’s CREED we state that WE BELIEVE after death JESUS spent 3 days in HELL
not because of HIS’ SINS, but so as to RAISE THE DEAD. Ancient Judaism did not subscribe to a
Heaven of Harps & Clouds/ or Hell of Agony. Instead, when AT CREATION GOD Breathed GOD’s
own breath into us as LIFE; After death BREATH does not disappear it returns to GOD. The greatest
Ancient FEAR was that your BREATH, your Spirit, would be LOST from GOD for Eternity.

Tragically, we live in a CULTURE OF DISBELIEF, a time with greater KNOWLEDGE/ accurate
information/ real answers, than ever before; and yet we DOUBT, we choose to Not-listen, to only
support conspiracy theories, RATHER than BELIEVING IN HOPE, allowing each other to WONDER...
Sir Francis Bacon described that “WONDER/HOPE PROVIDES THE SEEDS FOR KNOWLEDGE.”

CHARLES LUTWIDGE DODSON was a Minister, a Mathematician, a Scholar, if that were all he was,
he would have faded into obscurity 160 years ago, but DODSON was also an Author using the name
LEWIS CARROLL. In the 1800s people believed THEY POSSESSED KNOWLEDGE of everything the
world had to offer, Lewis Caroll wrote about WONDER! His ALICE IN WONDERLAND, described
falling down a Rabbit Hole and dealing with the Powergames and Hierarchy of a DECK OF CARDS.
The all-powerful MALE HEAD OF EVERYTHING/ THE KING was inconsequential until a decisive final
action is needed. The QUEEN is POWERFUL, but she threatens all her fears. JACK of HEARTS always



looks GUILTY for having Power, but not so much as the Queen & King. And then there is THE
CHESHIRE CAT who hides behind an all-knowing smile, that he has 9 Lives to live! CAROLL’s sequel
had ALICE exploring the family LIBRARY where she WONDERS at the reflection of a MIRROR, and
whether the image is only REFLECTION/ or entry into a parallel reversed reality... Is the Child
she sees, ONLY WHAT SHE KNOWS HERSELF TO BE, or a Person in a Different World? Reaching out
to touch the GLASS she KNOWS to be solid, instead in WONDER, the Looking GLASS YIELDS like
the surface of Water and she falls through to the other side. This world seems just like the one she
has always known, except all TITLES of BOOKS in the LIBRARY are BACKWARDS.

Alice encounters a CHESS SET who try to insist everyone follow the Rules, except every character
has different RULES for THEIR BEHAVIOR... PAWNS can only go forward, one strep at a time. The
KING can go any direction but slowly, deliberately. The QUEEN can go any direction, any distance,
against any threat, but only in a straight line. The KNIGHT can move only ZIG-ZAG, the CASTLE
moves forward, back or sideways. BISHOPS represent the CHURCH which cut DIAGONALLY.

Alice meets identical twins only they argue about everything refusing to listen to the other.
There is a PAINTED EASTER EGG precariously balanced on a shelf named HUMPTY DUMPTY who as
an EGGHEAD can explain EVERYTHING. Ultimately, Alice finds a POEM The JABBERWOCKY as on
our BULLETIN COVER, except that being inside THE LOOKING GLASS all WORDS and
UNDERSTANDING are backwards. When she figures that out, ALICE needs HUMPTY to explain
words of WONDER & IMAGINATION: “BRILLIG” refers to 4:00 when DINNER BEGINS BROILING.
“SLITHY” is LITHE & SLIMY like all things new at birth.
“TOVES” are LIZARD-like BADGERS w/ CORKSCREW NOSES making nests in SUNDIAL’ SHADOWS.
Everything has a wonderful fanciful meaning compared to KNOWLEDGE’s: ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY.
The problem is that as HUMPTY DUMPTY attempts to explain all about LIFE and MEANING, he is so
fragile that when he becomes excited, he falls and shatters into pieces.

The REAL QUESTION of WONDERLAND & THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS is do we use
KNOWLEDGE to wonder at ANSWERS, or CHOOSING OURS ANSWERS to find PROOF of what we
want to be CERTAIN?

| share all this, because it seems a good description of LIFE & DEATH & RESURRECTION’s MYSTERY.

Every Religion, Denomination and Ideology has attempted to explain reality as they know it.
What has always rung true for me, are Jesus’ words in our BULLETIN. “LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. Do
GOOD for those who hate you, If someone hits you in anger, offer them the opposite cheek, where
to strike you again they need to use the tender vulnerable side of their hand. TRUST GIVING ONE
ANOTHER ALL YOUR LOVE.” According to JOHN CALVIN: BROKENNESS is the meaning of SIN. So
FORGIVENESS changes us to be STRONGER in COMMUNION TOGETHER.



