
    The key to everything this morning is that RIGHTEOUSNESS is not about Who Wins, Not MORAL Position, 
not about Social Standing, your stance on the Border, the Economy, Drinking, Dancing, going to Movies, 
or being Good. RIGHTEOUSNESS is being in RELATIONSHIP with GOD!      
How much different our lives would be, if instead of all the money that has been spent advertising this 
Candidate’s position on this issue, that Candidate’s endorsement, identification with a group; if we chose 
for leadership: People who trust GOD! 

It is tragic that our culture does not know the Bible better, because the Book of Habakkuk speaks directly 
to the reality in which we find ourselves. The Prophet Habakkuk shouts at God about Political Leaders, 
Economic Leaders, Religious Leaders: “How long Lord shall I cry for help and you will not listen? Cry about 
all of the Violence in the world and you will not Save us? Why must we witness wrongdoing everywhere 
we look? Destruction and Violence, Strife and Conflict are everywhere!”  

Recently I came across a cartoon with a Preacher crying: “Why do you not do something Lord?” And a 
voice comes from Heaven, “I was going to ask you the same thing!” 

Habakkuk then has a clever wordplay in Hebrew, something like a Bumpersticker, because Hebrew uses 
the same word for the noun “Judgement” as in a legal decision, as the verb “Justice” meaning Truth and 
Righteousness;             
  “The LAW no longer stands for anything,       
  Justice is meaningless.          
  Evil surrounds the Righteous,         
  Judgements are always WRONG.” 

In the remainder of Chapter One, God responds to Israel “You are right, so I will punish everyone with 
oppression by Foreign Powers.” So begins 1,000 years of Military invasions by the Assyrians, the 
Babylonians, the Persians, the Medes, the Egyptians, the Greeks, eventually the Roman Empire.     

Habakkuk replies in Chapter 2 “I am going to build a Watchtower, to watch and wait to see if and when 
Justice comes over the horizon, or if Violence/Destruction are the only way.”     
GOD responds, “On that Watchtower WRITE A VISION: THE PRIDE OF THE PROUD IS THEMSELVES!  
THE RIGHTEOUS TRUST IN THE LORD!” 

Righteousness is not following the LAW, quoting Scripture, or Tything; BUT simply being RIGHT with GOD.    
  Not acting out of self-interest, or personal gain. Being in relationship with God changes 
everything in life.  

Preparing for this morning, I came upon a brief Essay from a NASA Engineer, David Saucier, who had been 
one of the designers of the Space Shuttle Turbopumps which fed Propellant to the Main Thrust Engines. 
BUT in 1983, David Saucier had a severe Heart-attack and became the 4th patient in history to receive a 
Heart Transplant. While in 6 months of recovery, Saucier discussed with his surgeons the need to 
miniaturize Heart Pumps to no more than 2” long, 1” in diameter, to smoothly and efficiently pump blood 
without damaging the blood cells just as the Rocket Boosters pump liquid hydrogen without igniting it. 
The result was the LVAT used today. 

On the 10th Anniversary of his surgery, Saucier wrote an article, describing     
“In the wee hours of the morning God performed a miracle.     
 Not the first miracle in my life, nor the last, but the most dramatic.     
Some may call this a miracle of Science, but life itself is a miracle of God, and for another person’s heart 



to grow on my severed aorta, to become part of the living me, is in my book a miracle of God.  
               
Many have asked if I feel different, or act different, or if the transplant changed my life… “   
First, he says: There is URGENCY! My priorities have changed because IF I am to smell Roses, I do it Now.  
Second, there is GRATITUDE! I do not understand how this miracle happened, all I can do is ACCEPT and 
feel GRATEFUL for each additional day I Live.         
Third, Saucier says: I WALK A LITTLE CLOSER WITH GOD because when you have been through a harrowing 
experience with someone beside you, you form a special bond with them. Recovering from having my 
heart removed and a heart from someone who died in trauma implanted was a harrowing time, and I 
clung to God for dear life. God was the constant companion who sat beside me, sometimes the only one 
who could understand.             
Saucier concluded by saying: “Deep down inside, I know that God will always take care of me. I also know 
that no one lives forever, and someday God will decide to take care of me better on the otherside of the 
Jordan. BUT until that time, Transplant Number 4 is still alive and enjoying every minute of it.” 

Old ideas are hard for us to change, difficult for us to let go. I think because of our historic relationship 
with THE LAW, that when people were set free from Slavery and did not know how to live in relationship 
to GOD or One Another, through MOSES God gave them the Law for instruction.    
 Through the LAW we knew SIN, RIGHT & WRONG, which were intended to bring us into RIGHT 
RELATIONSHIP with GOD. However with a foundation in SIN and FORGIVENESS, we developed a bias to 
believe people need to suffer, they need to feel remorse in order to be forgiven.    
 The Story of Zacchaeus we have been taught since childhood as a story of an evil Tax Collector, 
the least favorite member of Rotary in the City of Jericho, whom everybody hated. However, when Jesus 
came to Zacchaeus’ home, Zacchaeus was filled with remorse for his sins and changed his life.   
That is the way this story has been preached for centuries, except that is not what is in the Bible! 

Zacchaeus was a Tax Collector, which made him an Officer of the Roman Government. AND Tax Collectors 
were notorious for arbitrary taxation either for the Government or taxation for the Temple or both. 
Bringing your crops to market, you could be taxed for using the Road, for having 2 Horses and taxed for 
having 4 Wheels on your wagon. The Tax Collectors were to pass along what was owed and were able to 
keep anything more they took.         
INTERPRETATION of REMORSE from Zacchaeus as a Sinner has come because behind closed doors 
Zacchaeus confesses to Jesus that “Half of his possessions he will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything I will pay back 4 times as much.” Except, that interpretation is all based on an English 
translation of a Verb “in the Present tense being carried on into the Future” and if this were the case, this 
is the only occurrence in all of the Bible or Ancient Greek literature using that tense. What is more, Hebrew 
Law required that if you defrauded anyone, remorse required you to repay what was stolen, not 400 times 
as much!             
No, attention is being drawn in this story from Luke, which only occurs in this Gospel, that Zacchaeus 
confesses to Jesus he has never defrauded or stolen from anyone… Zacchaeus already gives half of what 
he earns to the poor… if ever Zacchaeus had defrauded anyone, he had repaid the amount several times 
over. While everyone else looked down upon Zacchaeus, he had always been in right relationship with 
God and everyone around him. 

So what Jesus offers Zacchaeus is not FORGIVENESS, Jesus never says anything here about forgiveness! 
Jesus affirms GOD’s relationship with Zacchaeus, that SALVATION has come to this house, because one 



who was LOST like the Prodigal Returned, and the Lost Sheep Found, Zacchaeus has been Found to be Not 
a Sinner according to the LAW of MOSES, but a Beloved Child of Abraham. 


