
  We recognize the words of Joel from Simon Peter’s Sermon in Acts on the Day of Pentecost. 
I think any preacher would be thrilled to have all the Church throughout the ages remember One of 
Their Sermons, rather than to be remembered for CONFESSING I DO NOT KNOW THE MAN!  But 
while a wonderful application of a Scripture reference, we have lost the CONNECTION to the 
reason PETER was preaching, as well as the Old Testament CONTEXT of Joel.    
Recall this is the Prophet JOEL, no longer the Prophet Jeremiah we have been following. The issue is 
not the invasion of NEBUCHADREZZAR and Exile in BABYLON! JOEL’s Prophecy was to a People of 
GOD who endured the DISASTER of a crop devouring PLAGUE of LOCUSTS. In recent decades in 
this part of the world we hear locusts, as Cicadas, chirping throughout the summer. In the Ancient 
world, this people of GOD went from having lush crops, anticipating a full HARVEST of PLENTY, 
when in a single day, every stalk and kernel of every plant every tree and shrub was consumed to 
the bare earth. The EARTH was BARREN, a WASTE. In the EXODUS, LOCUSTS had been the 8th 
PLAGUE, in the Book of REVELATION locusts from Hell are one of the tortures led by a creature 
named DESTRUCTION. These are the same questions of communities after FLOOD, after FIRES, 
when MASS SHOOTINGS occur.  

Apocalypse, is often used to describe the end of the World, but that really is not what Apocalypse 
means. An apocalypse is an end to the world as we know it.       
Have any of us EVER had an APOCALYPSE? The death of our SPOUSE? Our loved one becoming 
MENTALLY ILL? A DIVORCE? The DEATH of your CHILD? Being FIRED from a JOB? Maybe as simple 
as going from a CAREER of 40 years to being RETIRED? Diagnosis of a CHRONIC DISEASE? 
CANCER? Our Child leaving home for COLLEGE, or a JOB out of STATE, or to Start Life in MARRIAGE, 
while happier are also THE END of Life as we have known it.       
All of those, horrific and natural are what need to be seen as ORDINARY APOCALYPSES.   
So also, the Bombing of Pearl Harbor… September 11th… January 6th… October 7th for Israel…  
Many people questioned and blamed one another for GOD’s PUNISHMENT, but the Prophet JOEL 
anticipates with great clarity that GOD would REMAIN ACTIVE, PROVIDING for the People, despite 
their suaering. 

JOEL names that this horrific terrible day, this apocalypse is NOT the end!     
This is THE DAY OF THE LORD, in Hebrew YOM YAHWEH, a Wake-up Call to challenge what our lives 
are about, because GOD IS IN THE WORLD FOR GOOD.       
I mentioned earlier that Simon Peter, quoted Joel in the Book of Acts on what has become our DAY 
of PENTECOST, but the CONTEXT was 50 Days after JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION and RESURRECTION. 
Could there have been a greater day of APOCALYPSE than for his DISCIPLES to witness his 
Crucifixion, then to know for certain the TOMB was EMPTY? And that DAY OF THE LORD, that 
APOCALYPSE became the birth of Christianity, the Birth of the CHURCH, as people from every 
culture and language heard the CALL to DREAM new DREAMS, to believe new VISIONS! 

The great fear of every APOCALYPSE, of every DAY of the LORD, is the problem of LUKE’s PARABLE. 
In one of the Luke Skywalker Star Wars movies all the Rebel forces are about to attack the Empire’s 
Death-Star, when suddenly the Fish-headed Admiral cries out “IT’S A TRAP, IT’S A TRAP!” When you 
embrace the reality of the DAY OF THE LORD, you can NEVER go back. Old relationships, beliefs, 
faith is GONE and you can ONLY TRUST GOD.          



We were created by GOD as Human Creatures, whom GOD intended, to have ALL work together. 
Being RIGHTEOUS means RIGHT with GOD, with one another, and RIGHT with all Creation. 
Anytime, part of humanity judge themselves to be superior; and other parts of Humanity or Creation 
to be weak or evil, we not only separate ourselves from each other, we separate ourselves from 
GOD and Creation, we SIN. 

Everything the PHARISEE says at the Temple happens to be TRUE. HOWEVER, by his absolute 
adherence to the LAW, the PHARISEE has set himself apart. According to the Religion and Culture 
of the Day, the Pharisee by his SEGREGATION and his OFFERINGS made himself RIGHTEOUS… 
  Perhaps if we reword his prayer, we might see ourselves more clearly… I doubt any of us 
have ever said: “LORD, I thank GOD I am not like those people!” But, when I was first ordained, the 
Senior Pastor and I took 30 High School kids on a Mission Trip to Chicago, and after working at a 
Soup Kitchen, cleaning up the grounds of an inner-city Church (where we picked up garbage and 
mowed the grass around people who were sleeping in the Churchyard, on Sunday the Preacher 
described this as “THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD, GO I!” It is not that the PHARISEE was 
speaking falsely, but that he misses the point of his own prayer. As Luke stated at the beginning of 
this section, HIS PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD, was really PRAYING FOR HIS OWN EARS. His 
righteousness is completely with his own actions and identity. In the mind of the PHARISEE, there 
are two kinds of people: RIGHTEOUS according to the OLD LAW and IMMORAL SINNERS.   
The TAX COLLECTOR on the other hand could not possibly claim righteousness by the LAW. The TAX 
COLLECTOR has nothing to merit recognition, and has both profaned himself by working to serve 
Gentile Oppressors, he has made himself hated by people for taking their money. For this reason, 
he stands back, hardly daring to approach the TEMPLE, and all he can do is to THROW HIMSELF ON 
GOD’S MERCY. He is not so much HUMBLE, as he is desperate. All the Tax Collector can recognize 
is his great need, therefore he stakes everything on GOD’S MERCY. 

It is not by accident that the setting for this PARABLE is the TEMPLE. On the grounds of the TEMPLE 
you were continually reminded of whether you were GOOD or EVIL; sinful or forgiven. There were 
Temple INSIDERS and OUTSIDERS, Circumcised and Uncircumcised, PRIESTS & PHARISEES versus 
COMMERCIAL PEOPLE & the POOR. When Jesus is sacrificed on the Cross, the CURTAIN in the 
TEMPLE is torn asunder, and suddenly, there is no longer separation, no longer boundaries, no 
longer US versus Them, we are all guilty of being HUMAN. 

The PHARISEE goes home feeling RIGHTEOUS, because he is RIGHT with himself unchanged! He is 
still the same having only centered himself with himself! On the other-hand the TAX COLLECTOR 
because of his humility, his utter Dependence on GOD, was JUSTIFIED, and that JUSTIFICATION 
according to the Scriptures is ACCOUNTED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS; therefore he went home 
CHANGED. The TAX COLLECTOR had neither SACRIFICE nor OFFERING except to oaer himself. 

 


