Minutes Mission August 12, 2025

Minutes Mission Committee

VPC Mission Committee Meeting Minutes
August 12,2025

Time: 8:45 AM

Location: Valley Presbyterian Church, Room 1

Chair: Doug Clark

Co-Chair: Ed Storey

Recording Secretary: Jan Schoeben

Members Present:

Maureen Brealey, Don Brooks, Kay Brouwer, Doug Clark, Jan Farrington, Kylene Joplin, Pastor Craig
Lindsey, Mary Horn, Linda Piotrowski, Reed Olson,

Members Absent:

Judy Aguayo, Laurel Erickson, John and Judy Fenlason, Deb Jones, Geneva Halliday, Jan Schoeben, Eileen
Villa, Linda Walters.

Bible Study/Reflections: Doug Clark
Hope in Bible Talk

What is hope? Hope as defined by Merriam-Webster dictionary is a desire accompanied by
expectation of or belief in fulfillment. In modern usage, hope can be a wishy washy maybe, or a kind of
unsure optimism with an element of doubt like “I hope so “ or “I hope it doesn’t rain”. Hope in the New
testament GreeKk is elpis — the expectation of what is certain. Hope is a strong and confident expectation.
Hope is one of the three main elements of Christian character. 1 Corinthians 13:13 (Amplified Bible)
13And now there remain: faith [abiding trust in God and His promises], hope [confident
expectation of eternal salvation], love [unselfish love for others growing out of God’s love for me],
these three [the choicest graces]; but the greatest of these is love. Hope stresses two things: A wish
for the future and things we can’t see. For example, adoption to sonship: Romans 8:24-25 (New
International Version) 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at
all. Who hopes for what they already have?25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait
for it patiently. Hope is synonymous with salvation, yet we do not see Christ’s propitiation for our sins,
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, our co-union with Christ or the many works of God in our life. Hope is
based on the character of God. Hebrews 6:18 (Amplified Bible) 18so that by two unchangeable
things [His promise and His oath] in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled [to Him]
for refuge would have strong encouragement and indwelling strength to hold tightly to the hope
set before us. Unbelievers are without this hope. Ephesians 2:12 (New International Version)

12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel



and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. As
Christians we are born again into a new relationship through Christ through faith and God’s grace .
1 Peter 1:3 (New International Version) 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead and Romans 5:2 (New International Version) 2 through whom we have
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory
of God. Our ultimate hope is eternal life at the second coming when we are with Jesus worshiping God
forever. Titus 2:13 (Amplified Bible)13 awaiting and confidently expecting the [fulfillment of our]
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus. With future glory
assured with Christ in us we are to share the good news with others so that they may know the glory of
God through Christ. 1 Peter 3:15 (New International Version) 15But in your hearts revere Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the

hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word tigvah is translated as hope and is defined either as a physical
rope or confident expectation, The rope definition of hope foreshadows Christ. In Judges 2, is the story of
Rehab, a prostitute, who saves Joshua’s spies. From her house on the city wall, she hides the men from
the guards and provides escape from Jericho by a scarlet tiquah, rope. She and her family are saved from
destruction, and she becomes one of 5 women in the lineage of Christ. It is often said, when you are at
the end of your rope you should tie it in a knot, hold on, and remember that rope is a symbol of support
and security. Jesus saves. Examples of hope as confident expectation are many in the Old Testament
scriptures. Examples include Psalm 62:5 (New American Standard Bible) My soul, wait in silence for
God only. For my hope is from Him; Jeremiah 29:11 (New International Version) 11 For I know the
plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future; Micah 7:7 (New International Version) 7 But as for me, I watch in hope for

the Lord, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.

Hope has practical applications in our lives and is dynamic through the Holy Spirit. It changes how we see
ourselves; it changes what we value, and it affects what we do with our lives—our talents, time, treasures.
Hope also gives us joy, peace, strength, endurance, comfort, confidence in the face of death and much
more. In summary, hope is a life line or rope from Christ which allows confident expectation that what

God has promised in the Bible is true.

QUESTION: What do you hope for ?



9:00 Call to order: Doug Clark
Opening prayer: Doug Clark
: Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the May 8, 2025, meeting approved and submitted to the Session.
Financial Report: Doug Clark, Steve Ginader

Steve Ginader, Treasurer of VPC presented an overview of Mission Budget format. The July 2025
Contingency Fund is $23,247.14. Meeting of representatives of Mission Committee, Patio Sale leaders,
Finance, and Pastor Craig Lindsey reviewed and clarify funding etc. on 5/15/25 Specific impact on
Mission Committee funding include the following, The Contingency Fund by Book of Order cannot be
funded by the general budget but is funded by directed contributions to the Mission Committee from the
congregation.The Contingency Fund by Book of Order must be totally dispensed by end of year. Carry

over funds are not allowed.

Mission Committee Continency Fund- 8/12/25

1. The Contingency Fund which is given by the congregation for our defined missions must be used
to support these missions. The intent of the Contingency Fund is to meet short term emergencies
but must be used in the year given.

2. PCUSA has discontinued General Mission funding including monies for Bob and Kristi Rice who
we have supported for 12 years and multiple visits to VPC. They have been terminated with full
funding for one year by PCUSA. The use remaining monies budgeted for the Rice’s supportis
assigned instead for general use by Presbytery de Cristo for remainder of 2025. Approved.The
resuming the funding for the ministry of Bob and Kristi Rice will be evaluated before resumption of
funding next year.

3. Currently General Mission is distributed 10%-PCUSA, 10%-local Synod, 80% Presbytery de
Christo. In view of changes in the national PCUSA, 100% of funding is directed to Presbytery de
Christo for general use. Approved

4. The current Contingency Fund is $ 23,247.14 which must be distributed this year. $6000 is
assigned to supporting YAV. Of the remaining monies ($17,247.14) $1000 will be given equally to
13 missions less YAV, Operation Christmas Shoebox, Mission Quilts, Bob and Khristi Rice, and
Valley Galley. Approved.

5. Future Contingency Funds will be dispensed for agencies emergences, augmenting the budget, or
be given on a rotating basis.

a. In 2026, NAAF and YAV will be funded from the Mission Committee’s Budget if funds are
available. Consideration for $7,000 for each yearly.

b. The Valley Galley Lunch Program will be funded by the Contingency Fund. Valley Galley is
a separate fund and not a Mission fund

Mission Reports/Comments - Round Table

Amado-GV Food Bank Kylene Joplin

Contribution from congregation in June were 109# of food and $564.03 equally divided

between Green Valley Food Bank Amato Food Bank. In July donations were 80# of food and

$474.54 equally divided between Green Valley Food Bank Amato Food Bank. With federal

restrictions, limited food is available for distribution and many shelves are empty.



Green Valley Hunger Walk 2025 will be held at Historic Canoa Ranch September 27,2025/
Plans to advertise month of September.

Casa Vida Nueva para-Ninos: Reed Olson

How successful is the RISE Scholastic Achievements program?

When RISE Scholastic Achievements was first introduced to the children in 2017, none of them were in
high school. The Home didn’t have a plan of how they were going to financially pay for their higher
education since the Mexican Government stops paying for children’s education after the 8t grade. After
the children were told how their lives would change for the better with RISE providing financial help
towards their higher education, they all became very excited.

Fast Forward

In 2024, the first student graduated from college with a major in Nursing. She is now providing The Home
with medical assistance while doing her daytime job as a real nurse. Two more students will graduate
this year from college and two more will enter college in the Fall of 2025. Without support from many
donors, these students would not have been able to achieve a better life.

2025 Award Upgrade

This year, RISE was awarded the Candid Platinum Seal of Transparency from GuideStar, the world’s
largest source of information on nonprofits.

Companeros en Mision: Jan Farrington

Friday, August 8, 2025, | visited Sol de Justicia Church in Nogales, Sonora with Stephanie Mitchell,
treasurer of Companeros from St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church in Tucson, to attend the final day of
Summer Bible School. All activities for at least 40 children ages 3-15 yrs. took place in the community
building that will be torn down and rebuilt beginning in September and in the church sanctuary adjacent
to the community building. At least 6 adult volunteers-primarily mothers in the neighborhood -assisted
in leading small group activities, preparing food, cleaning up. High School volunteers also monitored
small children.

After a short staff meeting and devotional in the community room, all participants paraded into the
sanctuary waving colorful pendant flags. They pledged allegiance to Mexico and to God. They sang songs
and spent 15 minutes in exercise to choreographed upbeat music.

After general assembly, participants were divided into age- appropriate groups for morning activities.
Each group rotated to the next activity group.

e 1t activity-story telling based on Acts 16.

e 2" gctivity-relays using cups of water passed over the head to the person sitting behind

e Crafts-painted a water bottle

e General assembly to end the day with an animated film based on the story of Paul and Silas.

The after-school program during the school year focuses on tutoring and providing a safe place for
students to come.

Crossroad Nogales Mission: Linda Walter
No Report.

Linda and Les Walter have faithfully served Crossroad Nogales Mission for many years in numberous
capacities. We give them many thanks as they will be missed. VPC and Crossroad Nogales Mission’s people
have been blessed by their service.



General Mission Support: Ed Storey
PCUSA missions changed their direction and markedly decreased funding. As aresult, missionaries like
the Rice’s or Mark Adams will no longer be funded by PCCUSA.

Hands of a Friend: Jan Farrington
One family at Genesis house has recently purchased a car and is job hunting and looking for childcare. All

the other families are doing well and are on waitlists for housing. Sales of clothing at DaZees continue to
provide good revenue for Hands of a Friend support for Genesis House. Due a shortage of volunteers, the
summer hours for DaZees have been reduced. Now they are closed on Fridays with Monday-Thursday
hours 10-2:00 PM.The Women’s Ministries Mothers’ Day Tea gathering will donate gifts collected at the
luncheon to Hands of a Friend in honor of Mothers’ Day.

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox: Doug Clark

Eileen Vella Has resigned from the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox. We thank her for her appreciated
service to this program. A new coordinator we be needed for this year. 100 shoeboxes have been received
by donation.

Mission Quilts: Patti Bright/ Geneva Halliday
Five of our full-time quilters met in July to cut fabrics for the following quilting season. An order was
placed and received for another roll of batting, while it could be purchased at a reasonable price. Fabric
labels were purchased, and Cindy Brown ran off the labels on her copier, some to be ironed on and some
to be sewn on the quilts. A Mission Quilter’s 2025-26 schedule was written for Valley Voice.

Native American Advancement Foundation (NAAF) Linda Piotrowski

NAAF is partnering with The Healthy People Coalition to promote Health and Wellness during August
which is National Wellness Month NAAF held several Sewing Workshops to teach people to sew
garments- both traditional tribal dress and everyday clothing. All included a healthy lunch. All free for
members of Guvo district and throughout the O’ Odham nation. Successful Summer Immersion
programs held for preschoolers and elementary school children June Through July with doll making,
traditional tribal dancing, painting, field trips, native language learning and more. Free transportation
provided. STEM classes and camp learning for High Schoolers in July. Free Transportation and meals
provided.

VPC members have been kind. They continue to give me book for NAAF’s Little Free Libraries.

Operation Mobilization (Pam and Dave Lovett): Doug Clark

Pam and I have had a very busy summer with conferences, speaking events, and online and in person
communication with teams and ministries in South Asia, Iran, and Afghanistan. We will attending a major
conference in Nepal in the August with visits to Tajikistan and Kazakhstan to follow. Please pray for God’s
wisdom and leading as we continue to invest our lives in the most strategic ways; we can make His name
known among the most unreached peoples of the world. Yours in the battle, Pam and Dave

Posada Life Community Service: Deb Jones
It’s Just Fellowship Lunch at La Posada for the summer has been a success with 3 to 10 people attending
each Thursday.

Many thanks to Deb Jones for her faithful service.

Presbyterian Campus Ministry: Judy Aguayo
No Report



Bob and Kristi Rice (PCUSA missionaries): Doug Clark

We have been at the New Wilmington Missions Conference in PA this past week, and it just finished. All
of the mission co-workers who were serving this year as Presbyterian World Mission concluded were
invited to attend, and it was a precious time of reconnecting, lamenting these big changes, and looking
forward to the new ways of engaging that God is calling people to. We were encouraged by some great
testimonies of God at work around our world and also in the U.S.

We are still in our discernment process about next steps. We are exploring some options for serving in
Africa, and it is possible that we will go with The Antioch Partners if we return to Africa. We are praying
that God gives clarity about next steps but are not yet to the point of making a decision. We really
appreciate your prayers. Let us know if you have other questions. Blessings. Kristi and Bob

St. Andrews Children’s Clinic: Kay Brouwer

Kay missed her visit on August 7, but got information on the phone. About 50 children had appointments
that day. With families to accompany those children the number in the clinic was about 100. The
Language specialist is contacting a source from which to purchase iPads and software with technology
to help non-verbal and minimally verbal children. Laura hopes she’ll buy the items this month.

At this time, the clinic does not want donations of clothing and shoes. Because of the extreme heat, there
is no comfortable place to display them. The Thursday Clinic may be canceled for September because of
the heat. The building cannot maintain comfortable temperatures for volunteer doctors, assistants,
children and families. If September is canceled, donations will be taken in October when the weather is
more moderate. | had planned to take drawing paper, colored pencils, hearing aids and batteries and an
iPad which will be taken whenever the clinic can serve the children.

Laura asks for our prayers for the recovery Lourdes Montijo, the vice president of the Board of Directors.
She is a strong supporter of St. Andrews’ Clinic and the founder of the Cleft lip/cleft palate mission. She
is suffering with terminal cancer.

Laura will ask her accountant to submit the 2024 St. Andrews’ Children’s Clinic Financial information
soon.

Valley Galley: Maureen Brealey

The July 11* lunch was served at VAS with 91 reservations. Maureen was on vacation, but a trusty
crew provided an excellent lunch in spite of the heat, and the kitchen remodel. This was the most
expensive lunch we have made at $403.34. That’s $4.43 pp. It has made me so happy to know that
volunteers are willing to make the VG lunch without me needing to be there. The August 8t lunch served
at VAS with 91 reservations. So pleased VAS was ready for us and drivers were all on time. TOTAL Cost
$281.99 that’s $3.09 pp

Valley Assistance Services: Laurel Erickson

Valley Assistance Services is presenting a program called Neighbors AIM. Awareness in Memory Loss is a
program for family members, caregivers, family and friends of people impacted by dementia. VAS offers a
special session called Virtual Dementia Tours which is an immersion program to show the effects of
dementia on a person's everyday activities. For more information on this valuable community resource,
call VAS office at 520 625 5966.

If you know someone facing this life changing diagnosis, their friends or family, please mention this
helpful resource to them.

A reminder that the September 12 Tubac Guac and Give fun fundraiser for VAS is at Tubac Golf Resort on
September 12. it is a salsa and guac tasting ( contest for local restaurant entries) and there will be a
number of marketplace activities accompanying this. For tickets and details call VAS at 520 625 5966.



Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program: Ed Storey

The new YAV's program begins in September for one year. VPC’s Mission Committee
will fund $6,000 from Contingency Fund which is 50% of $12,000 needed for each student. Mission
Breakfast will host Rev. James and YAV students November 15,2025. Consideration for Tamale Sale
pending assurance the tamale will be produced in a certified kitchen. approved

Youth On Their Own: Mary Horn
1) COLLECTIONS for YOTO MINI MALL will be this Sunday, August 17". We will have a table in
Charter Hall on August 24, August 31 and September 7 to collect BACK TO SCHOOL ITEMS for
students. Information about these collections will be in our church E-Blasts.
2) YOTO CARD MAKING will resume on Wednesday, August 27 from 1-3:30 in Classroom 5.
3) Two deliveries of Mini Mall items and Cards of Inspiration were made to YOTO over the summer by
Cheryl and Jim Conner, and Carol Faust.
Mission Breakfast-
November 15, 2025- YAV-Ed Storey
January 17, 2026- In House Missions
February 14, 2026- Companeros en Mision
March 28, 2026-Rise/Casa Vida Nueva
November 14, 2026-Croosroads Nogales Mission
Noisy Offering-
5% Sunday of month for 2024-2025
June 29,2025- St Andrews Clinic/ Donations-$641
August 31, 2025- Casa Vida Nueva
November 30,2025- YOTO
March 29,2026-NAAF
June 28,2026- Compafieros en Mision
August 30,2026-Presbyterian Campus Ministry
November 29,2026-Posada Life Community Services
Old Business:

Update of Projects and funding from G&M

1. Remodeling of Men’s Crossroads Nogales Mission Dorm and Bathroom/completed.
Compaiieros en Mision project- plan to begin September 2025 with completion January 2026.
3. Request for “Chauri Chaura” Community Educational Center North India School and boarding for
former untouchables in G&M process for approval
4. Request from Iglesia Nacional Presbiteriana for $1,000 to $5,000 Funding in G&M process for
approval
5. Request Approved by Mission Committee for Bicycles for Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) approved
and sent to G& M for action pending request to Patio Sale for available bicycles.
We will continue the story of our mission projects (60 seconds) during select Sunday service. There is a
two-month signup sheet available for presentations.
Name tags for mission members are available.
Mission Publicity Card for general information to the congregation has been made by Cindy and Ed.
Correction and addition are appreciated. The goal is to complete the card, put it on cardstock and share
it with the congregation at Mission Sunday in January 2026
Communicating to the congregation-articles in Eblasts- information to Ed Storey for pictures and articles
Valley Voice articles- 8 or more/month goal- May (9) June (7) July (10) August (7) September (9) October
(13) November (9) December (9) January (9) February (9) March (9) April (6) May (10) July (9)
August(12)

N



New Business:
Tamale Project for YAV-consideration for sale November 15, 2025, 2025 at Mission Breakfast. Approved
by Mission Committee with assurance of safety of production of the tamales.

Expansion of Valley Galley by Maureen Brealey to Green Valley Food Bank once each month beginning in
September is approved by Mission Committee. 25 meals planned with delivery arranged by Green Valley
Food Bank. Cost will continue to be funded by the Contingency Fund. Approved by Mission Committee.

Bicycles for Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) Request Approved by Mission Committee and sent to G& M for
action pending request to Patio Sale for available bicycles.

Fellowship Committee would like all Memorial Gift recipients to create Poster board displays for the Sept
21st Reception after Worship, with Mission Committee Advocates to answer questions about the use of
that grant.

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 with a prayer by Pastor Craig

Next meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2025, at 8:45 a.m. in Room 1



