Minutes Mission Committee
VPC Mission Committee Meeting Minutes
October 13,2025

Time: 8:45 AM

Location: Valley Presbyterian Church, Room 1

Chair: Doug Clark

Co-Chair: Ed Storey

Recording Secretary: Jan Schoeben

Announcements Monica Pataki has agreed to assume leadership of the Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox for 2025

Members Present:

Maureen Brealey, Kay Brouwer, Doug Clark, Laurel Erickson, Jan Farrington, Geneva Halliday, Steve Hart,
Mary Horn, Deb Jones, Pastor Craig Lindsey, Linda Piotrowski, Monica Pataki, Jan Schoeben
Members Absent:

Judy Aguayo, Don Brooks, John and Judy Fenlason, Kylene Joplin, Reed Olson

Bible Study/Reflections: Doug Clark
Bondslave in the Bible

A slave is defined as a person who is forced to work for and obey another and is their property, contrary to
the independence which is so highly prized by all in our current culture. In the Old Testament, Ebed, the
word for slave, servant, or bondservant appears roughly eight hundred times and covers the entire
spectrum of service: domestic laborer, bondservant, court official, subject of a king, worshiper, and
foremost, the devoted follower of the LORD. Leviticus 25:55 (Amplified Bible) 55 For the children of Israel
are My servants; My servants, whom | brought out of the land of Egypt. | am the Lord your God.
Redemption from Pharaoh also redefined Israel’s identity; they now served Yahweh alone. Many
prominent men of the Old Testament were referred to as servants. God spoke of Abraham as His servant,
Joshua is called the “servant of the Lord” as are David and Isaiah. Even the Messiah is called God’s
Servant. Isaiah 53:11 (Amplified Bible) 11 As a result of the [aJlanguish of His soul, He shall see it and be
satisfied; By His knowledge [of what He has accomplished] the Righteous One, My Servant, shall justify
the many [making them righteous—upright before God, in right standing with Him], For He shall bear [the
responsibility for] their sins.

Slave ownership was a common practice long before the time the Mosaic Law was given. So, the law
neither instituted slavery nor ended it; rather, the law regulated it. For the first time it gave instructions on
how slaves should be treated. The law allowed for Hebrew men and women to sell themselves into
slavery to another Hebrew. When the slave was redeemed, the freed slave also had the option of staying
with his master and becoming a “servant for life”, a bondservant. Exodus 21:5-6 (Amplified Bible) 5 But if
the servant plainly says, ‘| love my master, my wife and my children; | will not leave as a free man,’ 6 then
his master shall bring him to God [that is, to the judges who act in God’s name], then he shall bring him to
the door or doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl (strong needle); and he shall serve
him for life.

This bondservant picture in the New Testament is the translation of the Greek word doulos, which means
“one who is subservient to, and entirely at the disposal of, his master; a bondservant.” During the time of
Jesus and the first-century church, as many as one third of the Roman population were slaves, and
another third had been slaves earlier in life. It was not unusual for Jews to own slaves or become slaves
during the New Testament period. Because slavery was a familiar part of the culture, Jesus sometimes


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2053%3A11&version=AMP#fen-AMP-18723a

referred to slaves and owners in His parables (e.g., parable of the faithful steward and parable of the
talents.) Also, Jesus taught that the greatest in God’s kingdom would have to become “a servant of all”
Mark 9:35 (Amplified Bible) 35 Sitting down [to teach], He called the twelve [disciples] and said to

them, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all [in importance] and a servant of all.” Such a
concept was unthinkable to a Roman citizen, who prided himself in his freedom and would never identify
himself as a servant. But Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. John 18:36 (Amplified Bible) 36 Jesus
replied, “My kingdom is not of this world [nor does it have its origin in this world]. If My kingdom were of
this world, My servants would be fighting [hard] to keep Me from being handed over to the Jews; but as it
is, My kingdom is not of this world.” Throughout the New Testament, the Greek word doulos means
bondservant and is applied to someone absolutely devoted to Jesus. Paul, Timothy, James, Peter, and
Jude all describe themselves as “bondservants of Christ” Believers today also should consider
themselves bondservants or slaves of Christ 1 Corinthians 7:22 (English Standard Version) 22 For he who
was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise, he who was free when called
is a bondservant of Christ. and 2 Timothy 2:24 (New American Standard Bible) 24 The Lord’s bondservant
must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, skillful in teaching, patient when wronged, He is our Lord,
and our allegiance is due to Him alone. As bondservants, we renounce types of all types of masters.
Matthew 6:24 (Amplified Bible)24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and

mammon [money, possessions, fame, status, or whatever is valued more than the Lord]. Being a
bondservant of Christ is not drudgery. His “burden is light”. Matthew 11:29-30 (Living Bible)29-30 Wear
my yoke—for it fits perfectly—and let me teach you; for | am gentle and humble, and you shall find rest for
your souls; for | give you only light burdens.” A Christian bondservant has great benefits, now and for all
times. Romans 6:22 (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition) 22 But now that you have been
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life.
The choices in life are to be a slave to the world or a bondservant to God. Once you have declared that
Jesus is your Lord and Savior, received him by faith and God’s grace, and become filled with the Holy
Spirit, you are God’s bondservant. It is a great realization that you are a bondservant, yet you must be
humble and understand you are still a slave. Luke 17:9-10 (New Revised Standard Version, Anglicized)

9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that
you were ordered to do, say, “We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!”
QUESTION: How as a bondservant are you serving the Lord

9:00 Call to order: Doug Clark
Opening prayer: Linda Piotrowski
Approval of Minutes: Doug Clark

The minutes from the September 9, 2025, meeting approved and submitted to the Session.

Financial Report Doug Clark

Mission Budget was presented with correction needed. There is $3,615.26 in the Custodial Account.
Pastor Craig presented some background information to our financial system and explained the
changeover in our reporting system. Money not spent by the end of the year by a committee goes back
into the general fund. Twenty percent of gifts over $50,00 will be available to the Mission Committee.

Mission Reports/Comments - Round Table

Amado-GV Food Bank Kylene Joplin

| delivered 38 lbs. of "stuff" to the Food Bank and $728.06 split between GV and Amado Food Banks. - With
our new bookkeeping system, data is not always available.

The Hunger Walk was a great success although VPC only had 5 walkers. The Food Bank raised $125,000
and the goal was $150,000. It was a fun time for those of us who participated! Dick Horn took a couple of
pictures which | will bring to the meeting.



Casa Vida Nueva para-Ninos: Reed Olson

Requests for projects-A used van for needed transportation and additional wall to complete property
protection.

Companeros en Mision: Jan Farrington

Jeannette Pazos, Board Member on Companeros en Misidon, from the Sol de Justicia Presbyterian Church
in Nogales, emailed me the following letter describing the obstacles they have encountered from
governmental institutions delaying the groundbreaking for the construction of the community building.
Companeros en Mision Activity Report

To: Companions in Mission Board of Directors

Subject: Progress on the Construction Project and Various Activities Date:

October 2025

1. Coordination and Project Progress Meeting

In June, a meeting was held with the Sol de Justicia Board of Directors, as well as with several members
of the congregation, to discuss with the project engineer. The objective of this meeting was to review and
refine the construction proposal from different perspectives, ensuring that the engineer fully understood
the vision of the community project.

At this meeting, the name "Step by Step" was also proposed and approved for the new Community
Center, a name that symbolizes the process of growth, perseverance, and faith that characterizes this
joint effort.

2. Requirements Requested by the Authorities

In August, we received several requests for documentation from the governmental authorities, necessary
for the official management of the project. The following requirements were requested:

¢ Articles of Incorporation

* Proof of Address

* Photographs of the Property

e Sketches and boundaries

* Proof of Legal Representative

During the collection of this documentation, it was discovered that the land physically belongs to another
presbytery, with which we have not previously worked.

This situation led us to initiate negotiations with the Presbytery of Mexicali, who have shown complete
openness, support, and willingness to collaborate in all necessary legal and administrative procedures.
3. Financial and Technical Progress

On August 18, the first invoice was paid to engineer Héctor Ivan Sanchez Martinez, for $32,725.08 pesos,
corresponding to the preparation of the official plans required by the Ministry of the Interior. (Annex Photo
1)

Subsequently, a second meeting was held, in which the proposed design for the community center was
presented. (Annex Photo 2)

After the engineer accepted the design, the formal preparation of the plans began, as well as the
procedures to obtain construction and demolition permits.

4. Administrative Challenges and Additional Procedures

During the process, new challenges arose that were not initially budgeted:

e Demolition fee: At the beginning of the process, it was reported that a demolition fee was required, an
expense that had not been considered. (To this end, efforts were made to reduce or eliminate this cost
through letters requesting exemption.)

e Official property number: It was identified that the official property number does not appear on the
original deeds, which necessitated the initiation of a regularization and registration process. However,
since we do not have legal power over the land, this process must be carried out with the authorization of
the Presbytery of Mexicali, who have actively collaborated and shown their full willingness to facilitate it.



5. New Requirements and Next Steps

While awaiting a response from government authorities, new technical requirements were received that
must be met within an estimated period of two to three weeks. (Attachment Photo 3)

Among these requirements is an environmental study, not originally included in the budget. The
approximate cost of the study is $8,000 pesos; however, thanks to the intervention of a Christian
engineer, a discount was obtained, leaving it at $4,000 pesos.

Once this requirement is completed, all the documentation requested by the Government will be
submitted, in accordance with established guidelines. Although we cannot guarantee that new
requirements will not arise, all procedures are being followed in a timely manner, and we continue to
manage each step to cover everything within our power.

6. Conclusion

Despite the challenges and adjustments, we continue as Companions in Mission

forging ahead firmly in consolidating the "Step by Step" Community Center project.

All the joint work of you, ours, the faith, and the cooperation among the different congregations, as well
as the support of the

Presbytery of Mexicali, have been vital in keeping the project on track

within the legal and administrative framework.

Thank you very much for your constant support, patience, and commitment to this

community, which values you, blesses you, and embraces you with love!

Until next time!

Sincerely,

Jeannette Pazos

She assures that they are working diligently to address each issue and expects to begin construction
within the next few weeks. She has itemized a list of furniture and equipment for the new building which
has been submitted by Mission Committee to Gifts and Memorials Committee, $11,000. Hopefully, the
delays in construction won’t affect the allocation for their community room furnishings.

Crossroad Nogales Mission: Linda Kucera/Steve Hart

Plans for Thanksgiving donations of turkeys/other items is in process. Additional clothing has been given
and delivered. Steve has scheduled a tour of the campus for better understanding of the scope of needs
and services,

Presbytery de Christo Support Ed Story

Monies from the budget scheduled for Bob and Kristi has been redirected to the Presbytery for general
use. Consideration to direct this money for direct support of Mark Adams will be discussed in future
meetings

Hands of a Friend: Jan Farrington
Great news! A former resident has returned to the community and has donated money to Hands of a
Friend in gratitude.

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox: Monica Pataki
Monica Pataki has agreed to take over the leadership of the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox. Her
goal is 100 filled shoe boxes. She is also working on making online ordering more efficient.

Mission Quilts: Patti Bright/Geneva Halliday
We concluded the processing of donated and our own fabric scraps. The scraps are now ready to be
used in quilt tops when their sizes are needed. A necessary, but not a fun task to do. We ended the



session by going to lunch together. Geneva presented 12 examples of donated partially completed quilts
(beautiful).

Native American Advancement Foundation (NAAF) Linda Piotrowski
Requests for multiple needed projects was presented. The Financial Report for 2024 was received,

Operation Mobilization (Pam and Dave Lovett): Doug Clark

SABBATICAL

After being kicked out of Tajikistan in 2006 and almost 18 years of non-stop worldwide ministry, we feel
the need to take time for a sabbatical to be renewed, wait on the Lord, and prepare for this next season of
ministry. So we are planning Lord willing to take 3-4 months for this.

( Discussion with Lovett revealed their “tiredness and retirement”. Their relationship with OM will only be
a change of focus; but their mission with OM will go on)

Thank you again for your faithful prayer, financial support and for standing with us!

Yours until all have heard, Pam and Dave Lovett

Posada Life Community Service: Deb Jones
Financial statement for 2024 has been received.

Presbyterian Campus Ministry: Judy Aguayo
No report
St. Andrews Children’s Clinic: Kay Brouwer

On October 2, Kay visited the clinic with many donations for the children. The number of families at
the clinic was small because of those who went to Hermosillo. However, many volunteer doctors and
helpers were providing services for children at the Nogales, Arizona Clinic.

About 60 children with families and Clinic staff went to Hermosillo Hospital for the Cleft Lip/Cleft
Palate surgeries. St. Andrews’ Clinic thanks VPC for donations of diapers, snacks, wipes, small jars of
peanut butter and many small containers of soap and shampoo. These were very helpful since the
hotel where children and adults stay does not furnish those items. Jan Farrington accompanied Clinic
staff and Rotary Club members to tour the clinic. She’ll tell us about what she saw.

| talked with Laura about possible need for money. She explained that the airlines are currently more
insistent that every person flying have a passport. We have applied to our Gifts and Memorials
Committee to help with the cost. Throughout the year, doctors come to Shriners’ Hospitals in
Spokane, Washington and Sacramento, California to perform orthopedic surgeries on children, many
of whom come from the Clinic. The Shriners’ organization makes the schedule as to when surgeries
will be available.

Laura will be attending a conference in New Orleans from October 15 to October 22. At this
conference, she will have conversations with potential donors. Upon her return she’ll prepare herself
for hip replacement surgery on November 4. She will not be 100% active in Clinic services until the
end of November. We will keep her in our prayers, in addition to praying for all the children and their
families who she serves.

On December 4, St. Andrew’s Clinic will have their annual Christmas Party where children will have
the opportunity to get gifts from various organizations. In the past, Kay’s friend from another church
bought, wrapped and presented gifts on a table representing our church. Should VPC contribute gifts
for this event? Shall | try to gather a group who is willing to help with a Christmas table at St. Andrews’
Clinic?



Kay will be driving to St. Andrews’ Children’s Clinic on November 6. Please let her know if you are
interested in going along to see the Clinic in action. Also, on October 26, please donate items she can
take to the clinic. A list of ideas is available on the VPC daily E-Blast.



Valley Galley: Maureen Brealey

The Lunch Program was the first meal prepared in the new kitchen remodel. What a
joy after cooking all summer in the blistering heat out in the Valley Galley! It is also the
first time to add the Green Valley Food Bank to our schedule. So, we prepared lunch for
both venues at the same time. There were two separate delivery teams one for VAS and

one for GVFB. With a total of 95 reservations combined I was a little disappointed as I
expect the number to be about 125. Unfortunately, VAS was not able to provide enough
drivers for all their anticipated reservations. Hopefully next month with snowbirds
returning there will more drivers available.

However, it is painful to think how many people were looking forward to lunch, but lack
of available drivers to deliver the meals means they went without. If you have time
please consider volunteering at VAS as a driver. Volunteer information is available on
their web site Valley Assistance Services or call 525966.

Valley Assistance Services: Laurel Erickson

Some interesting HISTORY about VAS:

In the 1960s and 70s Valley Assistance Services was the social services brand of Green
Valley Community Fund. Today we know this organization As The Greater Green Valley
Foundation. Edyth Taylor began visiting people in their homes and offering social services
to them. She was a volunteer who had previous career experiences in her life which
qualified her to do this work. She saw a real need here in Green Valley for some of the
population.

In 1979, this social services part of the agency began giving help for UTILITY and HOUSING
emergencies. MS Taylor spearheaded SEPARATING the VAS into an independent agency
and it was incorporated as its own agency, on its own, in 1981.

In 1984 a Good Neighbor Aid Program was launched, and HOME and PERSONAL CARE was
addressed. Also, the first WORKFORCE TRAINING Program began.

In 1986 a CENTRALIZED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM started, with VAS helping to address
disabled people and seniors in the area. In 2010 the name was changed to GREEN VALLEY
ASSISTANCE SERVICES<INC doing business as dbaVAS.

That same year, VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VPC, helped Valley assistance Services
sponsor its first EMPTY BOWLS fundraiser, attracting locals to buy donated art and soups
and getting a free bowl donated by local potters and ceramics generous organizations.
VPC has generously donated the space for this event since it began in 2010.

2011 SHIM program started with the Fire department cooperation. This is a fall prevention
program.

2013 brought more RN led programs.

2014 Dorn Homes donated a building to VAS'. it is the current office building which has
undergone many improvements,

2017 Second satellite office opens in Tubac, as programs expand into Santa Cruz County
areas like Tubac, Carmen, Tumacacori, and Rio Rico.



2025 Programs continue to serve the area. 8 board members are from the two counties,
each one equally represented.

VPC Mission committee has long been a contributor to this worthy cause. VAS appreciates
the support and the volunteerism from Valley Presbyterian.

Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program: Ed Storey
6 YAV student have been chosen for 2025-26

Youth On Their Own: Mary Horn

1) SAVE THE DATE! YOTO’s SPRING LUNCHEION will be held Friday, March 6 at the
Tucson Convention Center. This will be a special event for the YOTO organization -
CELEBRATING 40 years of service in the Greater Tucson Metropolitan Area. Last
year we had one table 10 from Valley, and we hope to have 2 tables of 10 in 2026!
Luncheon price is $60 ($40 of which is tax deductible).

2) YOTO GIVING WEEK will be October 20-24. Each day of that week, the YOTO
website will feature different students sharing stories of how YOTO is making a
difference in their lives. Be sure to check it out! (YOTO.org)

3) Onthe 18" of September, Dick and | got to deliver two checks to YOTO - one for
$1,000 from our Mission Committee, and one for $10,000 from Barb and Bill Cases’
estate. The need is great and they are very appreciative.

4) COLLECTIONS for the YOTO MINI MALL will be the 3™ Sunday of October, 10/19.
Needed items are Kraft Mac & Cheese Dinners and Dole Fruit Bowl Snacks.

5) YOTO CARD MAKING on September 24 brought in 67 cards and 15 hours and 10
minutes of volunteer time. Our next card making will be on Wednesday, October 22
from 1-3:30 in Classroom 5. Carissa McGrath, Operations Manager at YOTO
reported that the YOTO staff gets encouragement from the cards of inspiration
before they go out to the students. YEA!!!

6) The Noisy offering for Sunday November 30 will go to YOUTH ON THEIR OWN.
Bethany Neumann, Director of Development and Communications will speak to the
congregation on Sunday, November 16.

Old Business:

Mission Breakfast Schedule:

November 15, 2025- In House Missions-Doug Clark/ sign up
January 17, 2026- YAV-Ed Storey-Date Change

February 14, 2026- Companeros en Mision



March 28, 2026-Rise/Casa Vida Nueva

November 14, 2026-Croosroads Nogales Mission
Noisy Offering-

November 30,2025- YOTO

March 29,2026-NAAF

May 31,2026- Compaiieros en Misién

August 30,2026-Presbyterian Campus Ministry
November 29,2026-Posada Life Community Services

Update of Projects and funding from G&M/ Patio Sale/missions

1. Companeros en Misioén project- plan to begin October 2025 with completion
February 2026.

2. Request for “Chauri Chaura” Community Educational Center North India School
and boarding for former untouchables approved and check sent

3. Considerations for request for additional mission projects to all agencies

Casa Vida Nueva para Nifios Reed Olson

Casa Vida Nueva para Ninos - Replacement passenger van $20,000.00
Casa Vida Nueva para Ninos - Expanding the orphanage border wall $7,000.00
TOTAL $27,000.00
Compafieros en Misi6n Jan Farrington
Compaiieros en Mision - Family Youth Project Equipment $11,000.00
Crossroad Nogales Mission Linda Kucera /Steve Hart
Crossroads Nogales Mission- Used van-transportation for appointments- ~ $15,000.00
Hands of a Friend Jan Farrington

Hands of a Friend- Bedding update $1,000.00
Native American Advancement Foundation Linda Piotrowski

NAAF’s Early Education Program Total request $6,118.00
NAAF Hygiene Bank request $9,000.00
NAAF After School Program and Vacation Bible School $5,000.00
St Andrews Children’s Clinic Kay Brouwer

St Andrews Children’s Clinic Passports to enable 20 children and parents

for medical travel $5,000.00
Valley Assistance Services Laurel Erickson

Valley Assistance Services-Workforce development and Classroom

Equipment $3,065.04
Valley Assistance Services-Transportation Server and Software $8,000.00

Valley Assistance Services- Repair Stucco and block work $5,000.00



Valley Assistance Services- Education & Nutrition Center Shelving units

($292.00), cubicle Walls ($3,000.00), and stainless-steel table (308.49) $3,600.49
Youth On Their Own Mary Horn

YOTO- Earned academic stipends to approximately 29 youth $10,000.00
Total of all projects $99,783.53

Doug Clark moved, and Jan Schoeben seconded that the above projects for a total of
$99,783.53. by email vote with questions resolved. Motion PASSED

Tamale Project in process- consideration for sale January 17, 2025, 2025 with Mission
Breakfast. Tamale must be made in certified kitchen or labeled as “homemade”. Approved.
The story of our mission projects (60 seconds) during Sunday service. Two/ month signup
sheet.

Contribution drops- off problem (inadequate storage) Addressed by involved mission
representatives after this meeting

Mission brochure of mission programs and Annual Report presentation at Mission Sunday,
January 18,2025

Communicating to the congregation-articles in Eblasts- information to Ed Storey.

October (13) November (9) December (9) January (9) February (9) March (9) April (6) May
(10) June (9) July (9) August (12) September (9) October (9)

Voice articles- 8 or more / month goal-

Prayer and Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 with a prayer by Pastor Craig. Next meeting is scheduled for
November 11, 2025, at 8:45 a.m. in Room 1



