
 
Minutes Mission Committee 

VPC Mission Committee Meeting Minutes  
May 13 ,2025 

 
Time: 8:45 AM  
Location: Valley Presbyterian Church, Room 1 
Chair: Doug Clark 
Co-Chair: Ed Storey 
Recording Secretary: Jan Schoeben 
Members Present:  
Judy Aguayo, Maureen Brealey, Kay Brouwer, Doug Clark, Laurel Erickson, Jan Farrington,  
Deb Jones, Kylene Joplin, Pastor Craig Lindsey, Reed Olson, Jan Schoeben  
Members Absent:  
Don Brooks, John and Judy Fenlason, Geneva Halliday, Mary Horn, Linda Piotrowski, Eileen 
Villa, Linda Walters. 
 
Bible Study/Reflections:  Doug Clark 
Oath #2 

Using the phrase, I swear to God may be right or wrong depending on the context. In a court 

of law, those called to the witness stand traditionally place a hand on a Bible and swear 

before God “to tell the truth the whole truth, I swear to God”. The holiness and power of God 

are called as a witness to the proceedings. However, in other cases, “I swear to God” is used 

as a tagline or in jest, and the character of God is never even considered. This is wrong. It is 

similar to the �lippant “OMG- Oh, my God!” that is so common today on the internet. Exodus 

20:7(Ampli�ied Bible)7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain [that 

is, irreverently, in false af�irmations or in ways that impugn the character of God]; for 

the Lord will not hold guiltless nor leave unpunished the one who takes His name in 

vain [disregarding its reverence and its power]. Swearing using God’s to express anger 

or other strong emotion is coarse, blasphemous, and unacceptable.   Exodus.20:7 (King 

James Version)7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for  

the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. A vow or oath in oral 

tradition of the Bible was taken very seriously and was binding, but the religious leaders of 

the day had a loophole. If the vow was made in the course of everyday conversation, 

referencing only “heaven” or “earth” or “Jerusalem,” it was not really binding. They could lie 

or exaggerate in their conversations and lend themselves an air of credibility by saying, “I 

swear by heaven that this is true!” Jesus corrected this misuse of an oath. Matthew 5:33-



35(New International Version)33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people 

long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but ful�ill to the Lord the vows you have 

made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s 

throne;35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair 

white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this 

comes from the evil one. The principle here is clear for Christians: be careful about 

making vows, either to the Lord or to one another. Our word is our bond. 

There is one oath or vow which is fundamental to our to our salvation. Luke 1:73 (New 

International Version)73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: and Genesis 17:7 

(Ampli�ied Bible)  I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 

be God to you and to your descendants after you. God gave this  oath to Himself as there 

is no higher power to swear by. We have been grafted into Abraham descendants and to 

Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17(Ampli�ied Bible) 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, 

grafted in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and 

renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous moral and spiritual 

condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual 

awakening brings a new life]. 

There is nothing in Scripture that prohibits us from taking formal oaths, making solemn 

promises, or signing contracts but we treat His name with all the reverence and honor He 

deserves. We are His chosen people in awe of our God 

9:00 Call to order:  Doug Clark  
Opening prayer:  Kay Brouwer 
Approval of Minutes:   
The minutes from the April 8, 2025, meeting approved and submitted to the Session. 
Financial Report 
Mission Budget was presented and the $10,000 contingency fund we approved last month 
went to session and was reviewed and tabled pending  clari�ication.   It was also announced  
that for legal and  policy reasons carry over contingency funds are not allowed.  After 
discussion of the budget, it was stated that Doug Clark, Ed Storey, Pastor Craig , the 
leadership of the Patio sale and the treasurer will meet to better understand and clarify  
how the mission budget funds are allocated within good accounting principles. 
 
Mission Reports/Comments - Round Table 



 
Amado-GV Food Bank         Kylene Joplin 
I delivered 52 lbs. to the Food Bank this past Monday. $664.03 for April with $332.01 given 
to each food bank. Today I was involved at the Food Bank all day for their Postal Service 
Food Drive and by the end of the day we collected 18,348 lbs. of food all of which will be 
distributed to the Green Valley and Amado Food Banks. I am also involved in the 
distribution as I work there every Friday. I'm very proud to be part of this mission effort as 
everyone of us has become a family of sorts. In fact, the gal who is the new Volunteer 
Coordinator is the grand daughter-in-law of a man I worked with at the Green Valley 
Development Company back in 1969. It's a small world after all! 
 
Casa Vida Nueva para-Ninos:                   Reed Olson 
It was reported than everything is going well. 
 
Companeros en Mision:                               Jan Farrington 
 
Children’s Christmas Activities CHILDREN FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD surrounding Sol 
de Justicia Presbyterian Church in Nogales, Sonora, enjoyed Christmas activities that were 

organized for them 
by church members. 
Many of them also 
attended the 
Vacation Bible 
School last summer, 
and some 
occasionally attend 
worship.  
Groups meet 
regularly for prayer  

We consider our prospective new building (the one VPC donated money to build)as one 
that can provide activities in safe spaces— healthy and adequate, and consistent with 
community development that Compañeros en Misión is involved in. We would like to 
continue developing in optimal conditions without the work being limited by a space that is 
not always available (the church building). One other advantage of the new two-story 
building that is planned is that it gives us the opportunity to implement a rainwater 
collection system, since every day water is more limited in the city and more expensive. We 
also want to have an educational space because as a church we believe that education is 
key to a true community change. We are more than grateful for your continued support.  

“Be strong and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. The Lord will do 
what is good in his sight.” –1 Chronicles 19:13  

Crossroad Nogales Mission:         Linda Walter 
You can report that five people, Maureen Brealey, Linda Kucera, Doug Clark, Steve Hart and Linda Walter, 
went down to Crossroads Mission for the Easter Celebration on April 12. I, personally thank them for their 



willingness to volunteer. We had a great time, and it was a blessing to be involved and representing VPC. See 
the Crossroads article and pictures in the May Valley Voice. 
Gifts and Memorials Committee and Session have approved Crossroads Mission's request for funds to renovate 
the Men's Dorm in the amount $18,000. The check was presented to Crossroads following required paperwork 
and processing. Crossroads Mission is extremely grateful for our continued support and will keep us posted with 
updates. 
 
 
General Mission Support:         Ed Storey 
 PCUSA missions changed their direction and markedly decreased funding.  As a 
result, missionaries like the Rice’s or Mark Adams will no longer be funded by PCCUSA. 
 

Gifts & Memorials Several Projects are underway.   
1. Funding for $18k for Crossroads Nogales Mission for renovation was approved  

by Session 
2. Douglas Presbyterian Church funding for fellowship hall renovation was 

approved $50k 
3. Juba Evangelical Bible School matching funding in the amount of $10,500 has 

arrived in Juba.  We have not heard about any more matching funds 

Mission Publicity Card for general information to the congregation has been made by Cindy 
and Ed.  Correction and addition are appreciated. The goal is to complete the card, put it on 
cardstock and share it with the congregation at a future Minute for Mission date.  (perhaps in 
the fall when everyone is back for the winter) 
 
Hands of a Friend:               Jan Farrington 
One family at Genesis house has recently purchased a car and is job hunting and looking for 
childcare. All the other families are doing well and are on waitlists for housing. 
Sales of clothing at DaZees continue to provide good revenue for Hands of a Friend support 
for Genesis House.  Due a shortage of volunteers, the summer hours for DaZees have been 
reduced.  Now they are closed on Fridays with Monday-Thursday hours 10-2:00 PM.The 
Women’s Ministries Mothers’ Day Tea gathering will donate gifts collected at the luncheon 
to Hands of a Friend in honor of Mothers’ Day. 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox:       Eileen Vella 
Kids Care Fair Sponsored by The Salvation Army Green Valley will be held on Saturday July 
26, 2025. Love Beyond Crayons is the theme and backpacks and school supplies will be 
given with a free family event. 

Mission Quilts:              Patti Bright/ Geneva Halliday   
The quilts have been removed from hanging on the walls during the kitchen renovation to 
be sure they are not damaged. 

Native American Advancement Foundation (NAAF)   Linda Piotrowski 



On April 26, 2025 NAAF sponsored the 3rd Annual Haha'adam o'e Hemapa (Potters 
Gathering) in Topawa, Arizona. This gathering is a celebration of O'odham pottery, culture, 
and community, brought together through partnerships and community.  
 NAAF’s work is rooted in honoring and supporting O'odham himdag. We believe in 
nurturing the cultural knowledge, artistic expression, and community bonds that have 
always made our people strong. Events like the Hand adam oe uplift not only the creativity 
of our skilled artisans, but also the connections between our many communities across the 
Tohono O'odham Nation. 
NAAF sponsors Ruth’s Oidag Food Pantry Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9am-
5pm. Everyone in the community is invited to receive a box. NAAF organizes volunteers to 
hand out boxes. They work with other organizations to acquire the food.  
 
Operation Mobilization (Pam and Dave Lovett):      Doug Clark 
OM INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY LEADER’S MEETINGS We attended a week long gathering 
of more than 450 OM leaders from about 100 countries in Malaysia in March. This was an 
historic event as we also had the present International director, Lawrence Tong, 
celebrating the last 12 years of his leadership for OM, and introducing the new 
International Director, Iain Pickett. We had 17 main sessions, and then around these, we 
had about 36 private meetings as well as we met to network with OM offices and also meet 
colleagues, Board members and partners as we work together until every person in the 
world has heard the Gospel. We will be going to a retreat center for a week at the end of 
May and then be speaking in local churches in WI in May-June.  We are also daily involved 
with teams and ministries in South Asia, Iran and Afghanistan online and in person.   Please 
pray for God’s wisdom and leading as we continue to invest our lives in the most strategic 
ways; we can make His name known among the most unreached peoples of the world. 
 
Posada Life Community Service:        Deb Jones 
The Thursday fellowship lunch at La Posada will be reinstated this summer.  It will be 
$3.00 on Thursdays at 11:30, and they offer a fantastic salad as well as another entrée. 
 
Presbyterian Campus Ministry:         Judy Aguayo 
As of May 11, the pastor in charge has left and has been replaced with a deacon until 
leadership can be found. A meeting June 29, of the Lutheran Campus Ministry is planned. 
Our  board of Presbyterian Campus Ministry will send 2 representatives to this meeting 
with further plans on hold. The lawsuit regarding the sale of the building is back in court 
after sale of building under market value. 
 
Bob and Kristi Rice (PCUSA missionaries):       Doug Clark 
Bob And Kristi are in transition, no longer with PCUSA, decerning their next placement as 
missionaries.  Currently they recommend a workshop called Healing Hearts, Transforming 
Nations, that is happening in July in Gallup, NM. This is the same approach that we have 
been using in South Sudan and Congo for doing healing and reconciliation workshops. It is 
a holistic and Biblically based approach to helping people find healing from individual and 
collective trauma that they have experienced. Going through the workshop is a significant 
spiritual and personal experience. The workshop in Gallup NM, is being organized by a 
pastor on the Navajo reservation in the Christian Reformed Church, but it is open to 



anyone. After discussion of their transition, it was moved and seconded that we fund Bob 
and Kristi Rice directly, in support of their mission work, to the end of the year pending 
clarification from accounting and legality of direct payments. The motion was Passed. 
 
St. Andrews Children’s Clinic:         Kay Brouwer 
Kay visited on May 1st to gather information from the Language specialist about technology 
to help non-verbal and minimally verbal children. These children would benefit a great deal 
with iPads which have language software so they can point to pictures showing ideas, 
emotions, needs, fears, etc. that they want/need to express but cannot do so. Here's how 
remaining $3200.00 would be spent on technology to enable 10 non-verbal children to 
communicate: 
10 iPads Software License for all ($2700.00) 
10 sturdy iPad cases ($500.00) 
Of the $15,000 funds we presented to the Clinic from Gifts and Memorials, they have 
purchased furniture and technology for $11,536.79.  Of remaining $3463.21, Laura needs to 
purchase rolling garbage cans for about $250.00. That leaves $3213.21 with which the 
Clinic would be able to purchase iPads and software for 10 non-verbal children. 
Kay will be visiting the clinic again on June 5. I hope to learn that technology purchases are 
in progress. The Clinic is closed in July so the next visit will be on August 7 after which I’ll 
be able to make a report to this committee. 
 
Valley Galley:          Maureen Brealey 
The Valley Galley lunch for April was served after the April meeting, so this report has 
two lunches. The April 11th lunch was our first-year anniversary!  We had 90 requests  
The Valley Galley lunch for May 9th had 91 requests for lunch.  
 Valley Galley annual Health Department inspection was Thursday April 24th.  Ron Darrah 
and I drove the galley up to HD in Tucson for our appointment.  We passed with flying 
colors and have our 2025 certificates posted.  The whole process was about 3 and half 
hours.    
 
Valley Assistance Services:        Laurel Erickson 
Stay Healthy, Stay Active, Stay Financially Independent! 
Those admonishments urge all of us to live well as we age in our beautiful Arizona. 
Valley Assistance Services (VAS) helped over 7,700 individuals in the past year,2024. VAS 
is grateful for over 160 volunteers who assist with their programs, at the office or in the 
field. They always need more! Even if you are a winter visitor, you can help! Summer 
volunteers are needed more than ever this year. The field of services for VAS includes 
Green Valley, Sahuarita, Amado, Tumacacori. Carmen and Rio Rico, AZ. 
You can make a difference!  
Preventing isolation, VAS has a Connect With You program. This includes friendly visits, a 
telephone program where volunteer calls are made once or twice a week to folks who need 
a volunteer to converse with them, helping combat loneliness. 
Over 1400 calls per month are made by VAS volunteers. Please call the VAS office at 520-
625-5966 to sign up. A short workshop is given frequently for training.  
The amazing people who volunteer for the agency drove over 36,000 miles in 2024. They 
bring clients to doctors, pharmacies necessary appointments in the area. 



  The Rental Assistance program run by VAS has dramatically increased. For example, in 
2018, the rental assistance at VAS serviced 150 households per year. In 2024, 150 
households were served EACH MONTH. That’s a big increase. Up to 10 households per 
week are usually assisted. 
VAS greatly appreciates the Mission support from Valley Presbyterian. Thank you all for 
your interest and help. You are making a positive difference in people staying independent 
and healthy here in our area. 
  
Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program:       Ed Storey 
No Report 
 
Youth On Their Own:          Mary Horn  
No Report 
 
Old Business: 
Mission Breakfast Schedule: 

November 15, 2025- YAV-Ed Storey 
January 17, 2026- In House Missions 
February 14, 2026-Rise/Casa Vida Nueva 
March 28, 2026-Companeros en Misión 

Noisy Offering- 
 5th Sunday of month for 2024-2025 
June 29,2025- St Andrews Clinic 
August 31, 2025- Casa Vida Nueva 
November 30,2025- YOTO 
 

Old Business:  
Update of Projects and funding from G&M.   Remodeling of Men’s Crossroads Nogales 
Mission Dorm and Bathroom( $18,000) was approved as presented-  
  We will continue the story of our mission projects (60 seconds) during Sunday service.     
There is a two-month signup sheet. 
  Name tags for mission members are available. 
Communicating to the congregation-articles in Eblasts- information to Ed Storey/ Proposal 
for brochure for mission programs 
 Voice articles- 8 or more / month goal- May (9) June (7) July (10) August (7) September (9) 
October (13) November (9) December (9) January (9) February (9) March (9) April (6) May 
(10) 
 
New Business:   
The Operation Mobilization project for Chauri Chaura Community Educational Center (see 
attach information)proposal was presented and discussed.  A motion was made and 
seconded that we send to Gifts and Memorials the proposal to donate $25,000 to promote 
this project of OM “Chauri Chaura Community Educational Center” submitted by Pam and 
Dave Lovett. After discussion this proposal was passed.  
 
 



 
Update of project from OM-Preparations for this project are in process using current funds. 

1. renovation work, finalized two class rooms and two residential facilities for 
teachers. 

2. electricity fitting in the Renovated section. 
3. fixing of water system; drilling of a new water bore well, fixing two submersal water 

pumps. 
4. renovation of toilets.  
5. In the month of May we are placing the team of two families and two single men to 

start the school in the month of July.  We have put in the budget to purchase the 
school and to construct a new school building.  

Request for funding for Iglesia Nacional Presbiteriana  for $1,000 to$5,000 was presented. 
This  mission is not in our current agencies and has no sponsor for the committee. Our 
current rules only allow monies to be used for our agencies. The request was rejected and 
referred to G&M for review..  

Informational report notifying that Mark and Miriam Adams with Frontera de Christo,  
former Missionaries for PCUSA, will be funded by Presbyteries de Christo and Grand 
Canyon. 

Prayer and Adjournment: 
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 with a prayer by Pastor Craig 
Next meeting is scheduled for August 12, 2025, at 8:45 a.m. in Room 1 
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