Minutes Mission Committee
VPC Mission Committee Meeting Minutes
April 8,2025

Time: 8:45 AM

Location: Valley Presbyterian Church, Room 1

Chair: Doug Clark

Co-Chair: Ed Storey

Recording Secretary: Jan Schoeben

Members Present:

Judy Aguayo, Maureen Brealey, Don Brooks, Kay Brouwer, Doug Clark, Laurel Erickson, Jan
Farrington, John Fenlason, Judy Fenlason, Geneva Halliday, Mary Horn, Deb Jones, Pastor
Craig Lindsey, Reed Olson, Linda Piotrowski, Jan Schoeben

Members Absent:

Mary Horn, Kylene Joplin, Linda Walters

Devotion by Ed Storey

Who is my neighbor?

We look at much of where Jesus lived as Israel and don’t really think about it. In fact, there
are important messages for us in the places and people chosen. We will start with Samaria.
Samaria was a region in northern Israel. Israel was broken apart several times, notably after
Solomon’s time. The people settled there were part of the 12 tribes who left Egypt. As Israel
and Judea grew apart, those in the North, Israel, evolved their customs and beliefs. Those in
the South did not regard those in the north as true Jews. Samaria was a region, without
distinct boundaries.

As we can see from the map, Samaria was in the middle of where Jesus traveled and taught.
[ believe that it was no accident that God & Jesus chose this as where he lived. First, we can
see that Jesus of Nazareth came from a family who resided North of what was considered
Samaria. Yet, if you look for his birthplace, it is to the South.

Whilst, we do not have a clear record of every traverse Jesus made, we know he crossed
Samaria many times. We also know both Jews and Samaritans freely crossed & their
interactions are the basis for two important lessons. We know Jews looked down on the
Samaritans, even though they came from the original twelve tribes. We know less about how
the Samaritans felt about the Jews, but from the story of the woman at the well, we might
surmise that they felt a little intimidated.

First, even in secular affairs, the Good Samaritan is a lesson we often hear. Jews, with their
noses in the air, were unwilling to assist a countryman. A Samaritan helped the Jew,
deploying his time and money for someone in distress. It seems clear that the lesson for us
is that nationalities are manmade boundaries and not well regarded by Jesus. We are being
taught to do the same.



Before Kennedy was president, [ was taught a song. One phrase was ...for in the Good Lord’s
eyes, we're the same as other guys.. 1 do not remember all of the words, but that line stuck
with me. Apparently, the lesson of the Good Samaritan seemed important enough to teach to
youngsters. It might be hard to believe, but I was a youngster once.

Samaria was such an important medium for a lesson that it was again used in the lesson of
the woman at the well. Jesus used it to help show what led to eternal life. While Samaria may
seem unimportant today, in Jesus’ time, it was in the middle of their travels.

We have also been taught about people from beyond Israel. Ashkenazi Jews came from Spain
and dispersed, perhaps to other settlements in north Africa. One such group was in Ethiopia
of the region of the Horn of Africa. We are told a story about a government official who was
eager to learn about Jesus. Phillip read to, taught and baptized the Eunuch on the road of
what is now Gaza. The baptism was not incidental either. All are to be treated equally at
Baptism.

For us the lesson is two-fold. First, we are taught to interact with those of other nationalities
and races. There is no indication that Phillip in any way was prejudiced in the interaction.
From Ethiopia, the official was likely dark skinned. Then, as now, people looked down on
those other shades. Jews of this time in Israel were likely darker skinned that Americans, but
they still looked down on others.

These lessons from a 2 thousand years ago have lasted to be widely taught today.
Nationalities and races are to be treated as equals.

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the March 11,2026, meeting approved and submitted to the Session.

Financial Report: Doug Clark

The 2025 March Mission Budget was presented, and the Contingency Funds were reported
as $17,513.39 ($6,000 Approved for supporting a YAV with payment due August 2025) A
motion was made : Of the available money assigned to the custodial account for Missions
($11,513.39), $10,000 transferred to the Mission Budget proportionally applied to the
currently funded agencies. Motion was first and seconded and after discussion motion
passed.

Announcements: Doug notified that Judy Aguayo has resigned as agency representee of
Campaneros en Mision and Jan Farrington would take over this role.

Mission Reports/Comments - Round Table

Amado-GV Food Bank Kylene Joplin
Food Bank dollar figures for March are $1099.28 total which is $549.64 for each of the
Food Banks (Green Valley and Amado). 40 pounds of food was delivered.

Casa Vida Nueva para-Ninos: Reed Olson



The RISE Board of Directors took a trip with Julio Durazo from New life Church of God to
the high school used by The Home. We drove to the Nogales Port of Entry and walked
across where Elias Herrera, Director of the Home picked us up in his van. We were able to
meet with two of the 6 children outside the classroom for about 20 minutes. We were
surprised to see how large the school campus was - many buildings. The purpose of the trip
was to see where the children attended high school and to show them, they were thought
of, loved, and supported. We encouraged them to stay focused with the goal of graduating
from high school and then attend college or a trade school. The visit to the school was well
spent and the children enjoyed it.

Companeros en Mision: Jan Farrington
Rev. James Martin accepted position as Companeros en Mision coordinator. He also serves
as Coordinator of Tucson Borderlands Young Adult Volunteers YAV with Frontera de
Cristo.
The mission of Companeros is to assist people on the border through

e meals,

e prayer service,

e marriage support,

e women who have been victims of violence,
e Muppets evangelism for children,

e children alone while mothers work,

e support migrant families with food, clothing
e Make referrals for health assistance

A more complete report of the activities is in the latest newsletter. LAS NOTICIAS
https: //www.azpresbyteries.org

Crossroad Nogales Mission: Linda Walter
We collected enough cash from VPC attendees to purchase 17 hams and another $125 in checks made out to
VPC, but designated to Crossroads, were received to be forwarded to Crossroads for the Easter Celebration on
4/12. We have 5 people to help with the serving food, unpacking clothing, helping in the Easter basket
distribution, and setting up the Easter egg hunt.

General Mission Support: Ed Storey
No report

Hands of a Friend:

No report Jan Farrington
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox: Eileen Vella
No report

Mission Quilts: Patti Bright


https://dhhzwidab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014Avmobp6TQ4vI7RDRVpoKUWUYH7JKWTUfrg_YbxesS2tw24JowPlxRT4JvKrRHeqhhvBR4bO4e8jJx6GyAVf7g1ZHQPWk6_nwjwD1dPIAhWEcsVlkv_SNHXpYqUX61t6jKwe2oLX9VsTvXCwC2GqIg6BlEIk9AsePY5UCd1oFNc=&c=T7SAKjrExvxMmOIwv810f4Zqdc_P48yynUzspiEOFmkYVyqFH7hbBA==&ch=cobDl-sHeeHxOmwWT7odqU-r_pO66Z0aHODoNk3cqpbNpM0HsTG2OA==

[ have tried to stay ahead of the girls by having kits made for them before they finish what
they are working on. It’s hard to do this time of year with so much going on. I was
surprised when we had a good turn out with our changing one of our quilting days for a
funeral and adding another Monday we hadn’t been allowed to have in the past around the
Patio Sale. Since we are making larger quilts for the most part, we aren’t coming up with
the number of quilts that we have in the past years. We haven’t even had enough small
quilts to change out the display in fellowship hall. Hopefully we will soon.,, as the girls have
turned in some outstanding quilts.

VPC Mission Quilters have a website to show more information on what the group does.
https://vpcmqg.weebly.com

Native American Advancement Foundation (NAAF): Linda Piotrowski
Little Free Libraries throughout the reservation in 6 different districts.

April 9 - gardening Tips and Tricks at the community center Guvo District.

Starting April every other Saturday. Softball games Guvo District-transportation provided.
April11-Sewing Workshop to learn to sew traditional clothing-transportation provided.
After School Program at San Simon School in Sells STEM education, Himdag & Culture, Anti-
Bullying, Health & Wellness. Transportation provided.

Mission Breakfast — Selena Jesus presented.

Operation Mobilization (Pam and Dave Lovett): Doug Clark
Bangladesh’s Supporting Women’s Team includes young and old, from Muslim
backgrounds, with little church experience. The Harvest Multiplication Training 2025 is an
effective initiative to help women read scripture and grow in faith. In January, a retreat was
carried out to show women how to share devotions, testimonies, and Bible stories to
children or illiterate audiences.

Posada Life Community Service: Deb Jones
Still trying to get information but will keep trying. La Posada offers several programs, and
it was recommended that these programs be announced in The Valley Voice to inform the
congregation of their availability.

Presbyterian Campus Ministry: Judy Aguayo
No Report
Bob and Kristi Rice (PCUSA missionaries): Doug Clark

Farewells in Juba and request for prayer

In March we returned to the United States after almost eight years of life and ministry in
South Sudan. Words cannot do justice to the manifold ways we have been blessed,
challenged, inspired, and changed by our friends and colleagues and the peoples of South
Sudan who offered us welcome and hospitality at every turn. The endless cups of tea, the
theological conversations, the day-to-day “life stuff,” learning the local Arabic and greetings
in several of the 64 languages, full immersion of life in Juba plus travel to various parts of
the country, coupled with coming alongside friends and partners in ministry in the realms


http://bobandkristi.blogspot.com/2025/04/farewells-in-juba-and-request-for-prayer.html

of healing and reconciliation, theological studies, and spiritual formation fill the unique and
unforgettable life experiences we have been privileged to participate in.

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven" (Ecclesiastes
3:1). On that note, our time of transition has come. Our prayers and our love for our South
Sudanese friends and former colleagues will always remain. Our prayers and our love for
fellow expatriate missionaries in South Sudan will always remain. We do not know our next
steps in mission and ministry, but we are so grateful for the last eight years in such a
special place with such faithful and faith-filled people. “Allah kariim!” God is so generous, so
good.

Bob and Kristi Rice

St. Andrews Children’s Clinic: Kay Brouwer
Last Thursday, April 3, 6 of us went to Nogales Arizona for a tour of the clinic. There were
only about 25 appointments that day, much fewer than on most Clinic Days when about 60
children with family members had appointments. In May the numbers will return to
normal.

We were invited into the office and saw the wonderful furniture that our church enabled

the clinic to purchase. A center table for conversations with staff was surrounded by desks
for Diana, Laura and Mariandrea. This is a huge improvement, making it a real business
office, replacing temporary furniture.

Diana expressed sincere thanks to the Valley Presbyterian for this donation. Laura also
expressed thanks and announced that all computers and supplies that Reed Olson had
recommended have been ordered, using the remainder of the funds we presented .

The visit was followed by lunch at Wisdoms’ Café where we shared our thoughts and
enjoyed getting to know each other better.

Valley Galley: Maureen Brealey
Tuesday March 31st, 2025

TAXES and TACOS served at VAS noon to 1 pm.

A United Way VITA Income Tax Assistance Program in conjunction with the VG.

Chris Erickson anticipated 65 guests which we were prepared for. However, we actually
served about 30 people. The VG arrived with Sue Horton, her friend Michelle and Ron
Darrah (driver and expediter). We fried ground beef tacos on site and served with lettuce,
cheese and homemade salsa. Lemonade was also available. It was a really fun event and so
wonderful to see so many people using the shade structure and tables.

COST $192 for food and supplies

All the left-over food is being used. The ground beef was frozen until the next VG lunch and
will be used with the cheese and salsa as Taco Salads. Only the lettuce wasn'’t able to be re-
served, so most was given away. Cheese was also used for one of the Lenten Soup dinners.

Would love to do it again and now we know what to expect!

Valley Assistance Services: Laurel Erickson



Reminder that the VAS fundraiser Kicking Up Your Heels Hoedown is April 12 with tickets
selling for $50.

VAS has many new programs. They have added an American Legion office which will have a
VAS counselor for Vets on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

VAS is offering Map a Plan which will offer monetary assistance to those eligible after
taking a financial management class.

Workforce Training helps in job search to help those looking for a job and help break the
cycle of poverty.

On April 14, 2025, a program in Fraud Prevention given by the Sherif’s department is
presented which is free but you have to register.

Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program: Ed Storey
Their budget year is September thru August. $ 6,000 has been previous approved to
support one YAV for 2025-2026. They are working on a program to help rehabilitate
addicts. The bikes the Mission committee bought for YAV are much appreciated and being
used.

Youth On Their Own: Mary Horn
Our next YOTO CARD MAKING will take place in Classroom 5 on Wednesday, April 23 from
1-3:30 led by Roxy Blair. All are welcome to come and create cards of inspiration for the
students!! In March, we completed 58 cards and 12 hours and 30 minutes of Volunteer
Time for YOTO.

Our Mini-Mall donation requests for the 3rd Sunday in March will be shelf stable milk and
canned fruit.

Mission Breakfast Schedule:
March 29, 2025- Native American Advancement Foundation (NAAF) GuVo
Community of Tohono O’odham Nation- Linda Piotrowski-tickets 58/ $1520.00
donations
November 15, 2025- YAV-Ed Storey
January 17, 2026- In House Missions
February 14, 2026-Rise/Casa Vida Nueva
March 28, 2026-Companeros en Mision
Noisy Offering-
5th Sunday of month for 2024-2025
March 30,2025- Food Bank/$514.24
June 29,2025- St Andrews Clinic
August 31, 2025- Casa Vida Nueva
November 30,2025- YOTO

Old Business: .

Possible projects for 2025: North India School and boarding for former untouchables
and/or Structural changes for Green Valley/ Amato Food Bank. Remodeling of Men'’s
Crossroads Nogales Mission dorm and bathroom sent to G&M committee.

Proposals for future mission projects from each agencies was requested.



PCUSA is reorganizing Missions and Missionaries and Bob and Kristi are leaving
PCUSA. Pastor Craig, Ed Storey, and Doug Clark will have a conversation with Bob
and Kristi this week in a group zoom call and will have more information on the new
structure of PCUSA’s mission program. Decision on financial support for the Rice’s is
on hold.

The Story of Our Mission Projects (60 seconds) is held twice a month during Sunday
service. There is a 2-month sign-up sheet. Next speaker is Geneva Halliday,

Name tags for Mission agencies completed and distributed.

Communicating to the congregation-articles in Eblasts- information to Ed Storey

Voice articles- 8 or more / month goal-January (11) May (9) June (7) July (10) August (7)
September (9) October (13) November (9) December (9) January (9) February (9) March
(9) April (6)

New Business:

Brainstorming

No items of new business presented.

Prayer/ Adjourn—

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 with a prayer by Pastor Craig
Next meeting is May 13, 2025, at 8:45 a.m. inn Room 1.
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