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The Ponderings of Mary 
Luke 2:19 

December 25, 2022 
 

Today’s worship service is a bit less formal on this Christmas Day. Sort of consider this 
like a fireside chat. I am going to sit right here on this stool and tell the Christmas story 
through Christmas carols and Mary’s ponderings. As it says in our scripture passage 
today, Luke 2:19 -      

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  

Mary’s Ponderings  

Of what did Mary ponder that day as she held her newborn infant? Did she think about 
that day when the God interrupted her life and all her wedding plans, and her 
relationship with Joseph? Did she remember all those crazy things the angel said: She 
was going to bear a child. His name will be Jesus. He will be great and called Son of the 
Most High. And his kingdom will never end. And all she could think of to say was, “How 
can this be?”  

Have you ever had an impossible question for God?  

And the angel looked at her and said, “Well, nothing is impossible with God.”  

So I ponder….. 

We make our plans, ask God to bless them, to go along with them…but please don’t 
disrupt them. We want God to come close to us…to be in our lives… but we don’t want 
God to never startle us…to upset our lives. Mary would be a pregnant, unmarried 
teenager with no idea of how her family, her friends, her fiancé, how her community 
would respond. If you think about it, should we really expect to have God’s presence in 
our lives on our own terms? Mary learned otherwise. 

And in a moment, her “how can it be” changed to “let it be.” She was allowed to join 
where God was working. She placed her life in God and God literally placed His life in 
her. For nothing is impossible WITH God. She allows God’s wise and crazy plan to be 
accomplished in her life. 

And Mary pondered all these things in her heart. 
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Hymn   To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary (verses 1 and 2) 98 

To a maid whose name was Mary, the angel Gabriel came. 
“Fear not” the angel told her, “I come to bring good news. 

Good news I come to tell you, good news, I say, good news” 
 

For you are highly favored by God the Lord of all, 
who even now is with you. You are on earth most blest; 

You are most blest, most blessed; God chose you, you are blest!” 
 

Mary’s Ponderings  

As she held her newborn baby, perhaps Mary pondered the trip they made when she 
was so close to delivery. In a decree, all people must go to their families’ city of origin for 
an empire-wide census. They had to travel to Bethlehem, Joseph’s ancestral home. 

The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem is 90 miles. It doesn’t seem like much to us 
today, but Mary and Joseph probably traveled most of it on foot. Scripture doesn’t 
mention Mary riding a donkey, as is often portrayed. Imagine being 9 months pregnant, 
away from family and walking 10 to 15 miles a day, a trip taking 7 – 10 days. It must have 
been extremely uncomfortable and exhausting, especially as they entered into hill 
country.  

When they arrived in Bethlehem, the town was already crowded because of Caesar’s-
decree.  And to make it worse: But there was no room in Joseph’s ancestral home. No 
one had a guest room available. However, one place had an adjoining space where the 
family kept the sheep or donkeys. It was not a very private place for the birth of a baby.  

So I ponder….. 

The author of our Advent study The Angels of Christmas writes, “God chose to come to 
us in the midst of darkness, disappointments, and dashed hopes….God never promises 
us that our lives won’t require us to climb difficult terrain, that we will never experience 
unmet expectations, darkness, grief, disappointment, or fear….Instead, God promises to 
be with us and be at work in our messiness and difficulties; just as God was at work…in a 
manger in Bethlehem.”  

And Mary pondered all these things in her heart. 
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Carol   O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1 and 2)  121 

O  little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth. 
 

Mary’s Ponderings  

Perhaps Mary pondered that Jesus was placed in the humblest of beds. And wrapped in 
strips of cloths, not royal robes befitting a king. 

So I ponder….. 

This whole story we call the Incarnation. It contains the word “carne” which means in 
the flesh. God, in the birth of Jesus, entered the world the same way each of us entered 
it. God becoming human. 

This is amazing stuff, because in Jewish history there was a great gulf between humans 
and the holy God. This was demonstrated in the Temple, where there was a place called 
The Holy of Holies, where God was said to reside. No one could enter that space except 
the high priest, and only once a year on the Day of Atonement, the day when the priest 
pleaded for the sins of the people.  

As the priest entered the Holy of Holies, he had a rope tied around one foot. The other 
end of the rope was tended by another priest. If something should happen to the high 
priest while in the presence of God, the other priest could pull him out by the rope.  

And now here is Mary holding in her arms God in flesh. No one before this has been able 
to look upon God, not even Moses. But Mary gazes now deeply into God’s eyes. She is 
permitted to do something no High Priest in Israel had ever done. She held the Most 
High in her arms and tenderly kissed God on the forehead. 

And Mary pondered all these things in her heart.  
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Carol    Away in a Manger (verses 1 and 2)   115 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus a sleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 

But little lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

Mary’s Ponderings 

Perhaps Mary pondered the story of the shepherds as they talked about the star and the 
angels and the directions. 

And I ponder with her…. 

In our story, baby is born, mom is alive, and God the Father has to spread the news. God 
sends out a birth announcement like none other –with angelic messengers, bright light 
and glory, a star, a choir. 

Never before had God taken on human flesh. This was new, this was exciting, this child 
would change the world.  There in Bethlehem was born the King of Kings, the Lord of 
Lords, the Prince of Peace, God visiting our planet. This was the biggest event in human 
history.  

Yet…. 

The mayor of Bethlehem doesn’t get the announcement. The temple doesn’t hear nor 
any of the religious leaders of the day. The palace doesn’t get the announcement.  None 
of the power elite get the announcement. 

The dramatic twist in this story is to whom this angelic birth announcement is sent. The 
birth announcement that God gives goes out to a bunch of shepherds on the outside of 
Bethlehem. One version of this story says, “some shepherds.” 

Being a shepherd was not a 40-hour a week job. This was 24/7. Notice our passage says 
they “lived out in the fields.” They watched while the sheep grazed. They kept an eye out 
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for predators such as wolves. And at night, they slept in the sheep pen to guard against 
theft and animal attack. Because shepherds lived with sheep, they smelled like sheep.  

Shepherds didn’t have much social contact with the outside world…they lived on the 
edges of society.  

It was to these people that God made the first birth announcement. 

Why? 

The clue is in the angel’s birth announcement: This Savior, this Messiah is “for all the 
people”. Another version of the Bible says this Savior is for “everyone.” 

God was demonstrating, by His choice of these humble shepherds to be the first to 
receive the news of Christ’s birth, that Jesus was not going to be the Savior of only the 
political and social and religious elite. But to everyone.  

And Mary pondered these things in her heart.  

Carol    The First Nowell  (verses 1 and 2)    147 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor Shepherds in fields as they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 

 
They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth is gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Mary’s Ponderings  

I am sure that when the shepherds arrived, they told Mary and Joseph what they saw in 
the sky. They just had to see what the angels spoke about. They did not try to make 
sense of the appearance of the angels. They did not go about their business of taking 
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care of the sheep. They went with haste. They hurried off to Bethlehem, and found Mary 
and Joseph and the baby.  

The shepherds were so excited that “they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child.” They were one of the world’s first evangelist.  

Again, keep in mind what kind of evangelists these were. Because their job was 24/7, 
they couldn’t participate in the feasts and holy day that made up the Jewish calendar. 
When everyone else was making the trip to Jerusalem to make sacrifices at the temple, 
or to participate in one of the annual feasts, they were out in the fields, watching over 
the sheep.  As a result, they were considered unclean. The irony of it all…the sheep they 
raised were used for sacrifice for the cleansing of sin in the temple, yet they were unable 
to participate in that ritual cleansing. 

These unclean, smelly, outcasts where the first to see Jesus, and to tell others.  

And Mary pondered all these things in her heart.  

Carol   There’s a Star in the East (verses 1 and 2)   135 

There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

It will lead to the place where the Christ was born. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

 
If you take good heed to the angel’s words, 

rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds. 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

Follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
 

Mary’s Ponderings  

There was another group of people who followed. The Gospel of Matthew contains a 
story that happens perhaps when Jesus is age one or two years old. The story of the 
Magi or wise men.  
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Not much is known about these men. Just that they were from the East and were called 
Magi. They were probably well educated and experts in the workings of the heavens and 
the study of stars.  

There were probably other astrologers who saw the star. Why did this group of men link 
the star with the Messiah, the king of the Jews? They called the star “his Star.” They 
knew something special was happening. They were very wise. 

These men traveled anywhere from 500-1000 miles to find Jesus, taking anywhere from 
1 -2 years. They didn’t give up. They were very wise.  

And when they found Jesus, they worshipped him and gave the family gifts. 

So I ponder….. 

What do we make of all this? This birth narrative? 

God didn’t come marching in through the front door, demanding the spotlight. God 
could have. Instead, the King of the Universe arrived in swaddling cloths, mostly ignored 
by the world He had created.  

Why did God do it this way?  

2000 years ago, God came in a form small and fragile and vulnerable. When God did 
that, it made it possible for us to receive Jesus. 

2000 years ago, God came into the lives of seemingly insignificant and common people. 
This assures us that God will come into our lives as well. 

2000 years ago, God came into a place that seemed small and unimportant. This reminds 
us that no place is God-forsaken. As sure as God was found in a manger, God can be 
found in our kitchen, in our bedroom, in our office, in our car.  

2000 years ago, God revealed himself to a bunch of scraggly, smelly, fearful shepherds. 
Then, God will most certainly reveal himself to us, even in all our doubts and fears.  

Are you noticing? The wise men noticed. 

And Mary pondered all these things in her heart. 

 

Carol    What child is This (verses 1 and 3)   145 
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What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Invitation to Offering 

The gifts of the Magi: 

Gold – the rarest and most expensive of metals, worthy of the Lord of lords and Kings of 
kings.. 

Frankincense: an incense used in the temple. Jesus would become our high priest.  

Myrrh: a perfume used to anoint and embalm. A gift worthy of Jesus’ sacrifice.  

As Mary pondered those gifts, we ponder our gifts as well. What will we bring the new 
born King?  

 


