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Before | read our scripture passage a little background:

The Israelites are standing at the edge of the Jordan River, ready to cross over to
claim the land God had promised them 40 year earlier. However, there are
several problems. The river is flooded and impassable.

Plus, they have a new leader in Joshua. Their old leader, Moses, who led them for
40 years is dead. Can and will this new leader listen to God like Moses did? Their

new leader is telling the religious leaders to do something questionable: to start
walking into the river.

This is where we pick up reading.

Before we read, let us pray: Stir in us now, Holy Spirit, a willingness to hear, the
desire to know the truth and the courage to follow in joyful obedience, that we
may be formed by your word into women and men of faith. Amen.

This is what happened.....

Joshua 3:14-4:9

1450 when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark
of the covenant went ahead of them. ®* Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during
harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and
their feet touched the water’s edge, 6 the water from upstream stopped

flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the
vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that
is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite
Jericho.



7 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the
middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the
whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.

I’m going to stop here for a moment, and we will come back to continue the
story.

My previous church before | came to Arizona was in New Jersey. When | first
moved there, my parents and brother came out to visit me. We did all the tourist
things, including a visit to NYC. We parked on the NJ side and took a ferry to the
Statue of Liberty, then over to Manhattan to see Ground Zero (at that time,
Ground Zero was just a crater in the ground).

The day went by, and soon it was 6 p.m. We were tired and ready to call it a day.
We walked over to where the ferry left us to buy ferry tickets. The man said, “No.
Boat broke.” We asked the guy what to do and he said, “Take a train?” and
walked away.

We didn’t know what to do. We were on the water’s edge. We looked to the left
and saw a bridge way far away. We looked to the right and saw a bridge even
further away. My brother and | looked at my tired parents who were sitting down
on a park bench, and knew we couldn’t walk far.

We stopped a policeman. He basically said we were on our own and drove away.
We were definitely in NYC! | had visions of us spending a very expensive night in
the Big Apple. The problem was this was Saturday, and | preached the next
morning. | had to get home. | was the solo pastor. What were we going to do? We
could see New Jersey where our car was, but we couldn’t get there.



—In our scripture passage today, the Israelites are standing on the edge of a river,
the Jordan River, and on the other side is the Promised Land. They can see it, but
they can’t get there because the river is flooded and has overflowed its banks.
The river is 150 miles long. There is no low water crossing in sight. There are no
bridges. No ferries. The water is impassable. They want to cross, but don’t know
how.

Back to New York City. My parents, my brother and | are standing at the edge of
the Hudson River not knowing how to cross to get to our car. Finally, my brother
saw a taxi driver (this was before the days of smart phones and Uber), and waved
him down. My brother explained where our car was and asked the driver if he
was willing to drive to New Jersey thinking we would have to drive to one of those
distant bridges.

Sure! he said. He quoted a price, we said fine, and we piled into the taxi. While in
that taxi, we discovered there was another way to get across the water. We only
knew of two ways, on it or over it. But there was a way hidden from us, one the
taxi driver knew.

Does anyone know what it is?

We didn’t realize you could go under the water. A tunnel close by. We had no
idea! There was a way, we just couldn’t see it.

There was a way across the Jordan River, one the Israelites did not know about,
but God knew. Just before we began reading our scripture passage, God comes
to their new leader, Joshua, and tells him what to do: have the priests, the
religious leaders, take the Ark of the Covenant and carry it into the water.



Take the ark of the covenant into the water? That swift moving water? The ark of
the covenant represented the presence of God because of what was in it. It
contained the most holiest of items: Aaron’s staff...the one used to cause the
plagues in Egypt, which allowed them to be released from slavery. It was a staff
used by God to do mighty things.

The Ark contained the tablets of the 10 commandments, the Law, written by the
finger of God.

And, the Ark contained a jar of manna, the food God provided every day (except
Sundays, a day of rest, by the way) for 40 years as the Israelites wandered in the
wilderness.

The ark of the covenant containing priceless items. Holy items. It was the visible
presence of God with them. And now, Joshua, their new leader, tells them to take
the Ark into the raging river.

| wonder if they began to question this new leader of theirs?

| grew up in the Land of 10,000 Lakes: Minnesota. | grew up in the City of Lakes,
Minneapolis. | lived near 4 of those lakes. And almost every friend of mine had a
cabin on a lake in Minnesota. | was always in water in summer. | had a ritual
before | went into the water. | had to know how cold the water was before |
entered. | put my toes in the water to test it.

God tells the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant to use the toe method. Just
put your toes in. Step into the raging water, and see what | will do, God says.

And they do. God parts the water, and they cross the Jordan on dry ground.
Faith means taking a step and getting your feet wet.

It is not the size of your faith, but Who you put your faith in.
It starts by allowing God to move ahead of you.



"Take the first step in faith," said the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. "You don't
have to see the whole staircase; just take the first step."

We are called to practice being people who trust that God will make a way for us
when there seems to be no way. Maybe that is why the early Christians were
called The Way. Trust isn't merely a passive wishing that God would do something
for us. It means that we're willing to take that one step. To trust that God has a
hidden way, one we will not see until we take that first step.

One step. That first step gives God something to work with.
What is your next step?

Our story continues. Read Joshua 4: 1-9

4 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to
Joshua, 2“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3and
tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right
where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down
at the place where you stay tonight.”

4S50 Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites,
one from each tribe, ®> and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your
God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, ®to serve as a
sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones
mean?’ ” tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were
cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”



850 the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from
the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites,
as the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp,
where they put them down. ®Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in
the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the
covenant had stood. And they are there to this day

God tells Joshua to have the leaders go back into the river where the priests are
standing with the ark of the covenant and gather 12 large stones. Joshua took the
stones and made a memorial. So when people see it, they will remember what
God did at this place. When your children see these stones, God said, tell them
the story of what God did here, that God parted the waters.

Isn’t that what we do on important days of our lives: a wedding, a baptism, a
graduation, a grand vacation? What do we do? We take pictures to remember.
We buy or make momentos. When we look at those things, the memories come
flooding back. And when we show those photos to others, we tell the story
behind it. We remember.

Build a stone memorial, God says. When you look at it, you will remember when
God revealed a way when there seemed no way to cross the Jordan. Remember.
Remember, religious leaders, when God told you to get your feet wet, to take that
first step and God parted the waters. Remember.

Remember, people, when God told you to follow the leaders into the river, and
you crossed the Jordan on dry ground to your new home. Remember.

“1 will remember the deeds of the Lord,” says the Psalmist in Psalm 77. “Yes, | will
remember your miracles of long ago. | will mediate on all your works and consider
all your mighty deeds.”

For if God was faithful in the past, God will be faithful today and in the future...for
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.



As you look back over your life, where has God shown a way when there seemed
no way? How do you remember God’s mighty deeds? If God showed a way in the
past, will not God show a way today?

Remember.
Let’s take a moment to respond back to God, to praise God for God’s leading and

to give back in gratitude. Take your hymnals and turn to hymn #743 (Step by
Step). It is short. Jan will play it through once and we will sing it twice.



