One of my excitements each week, is to write and compile the Hymns, Scriptures, Prayers,
Calls and Sermon title, turning these in to our Church Staff, and within an hour their first Draft copy
of the Bulletin comes back with a Picture of how they have interpreted my thoughts for the cover.
This week reading of Jesus’ pronouncement: Nation will rise against Nation, and the Jerusalem
Temple destroyed incited a very dark image of Jerusalem on fire, crucifixions, wars, looking much
like Gaza today, and | shook my head NO, suggesting Hick’s painting of The Peaceable Kingdom.

Why do we so often jump to conclusions of fear/suffering? Who came up with the idea to Motivate
Doing Better: tell People what Sinners they are? Where is it written that to convince people to Have
FAITH we should threaten punishment for Eternity? Why is GOD depicted as hating humanity?
Governments do Shut Down... Nations do Rise and Fall, Kingdoms rise against kingdoms,
Earthquakes, Fires, Floods, Famines and Pestilence do happen...

HOWEVER The consistent image of GOD throughout the Bible: Old Testament and New, is GOD
EVER CREATING ANEW! If you turn to GENESIS 1: 1 at least in our Pew Bibles, the Translators have
appropriately interpreted the Hebrew meaning “IN THE beginning GOD created the heavens and the
earth... and the WORD “beginning” is in LOWER CASE. This means that, this set of Beginnings were
not the ORIGINAL and ONLY Beginning! Here GOD did not create out of NOTHINGNESS, rather IN
THIS BEGINNING GOD created out of a Waste and Void. Further, The Creator of the Universe did not
CEASE creating on the 7™ day, there was a SABBATH to reflect upon CREATION after GOD BLESSED
calling us to be Co-Creators with GOD. Jesus did die: the 3™ day Conquering DEATH with NEW LIFE!

Implicit in FAMILY SYSTEMS THEORY is that we are PRODUCTS of ALL OF OUR PAST. If something
happened ONCE, before, that could trigger us to again. After Centuries of WARS, there was what
was Called THE WAR TO END ALL WARS, which instead became identified as WORLD WAR | and
there was a 2 with Constant FEAR someday there could be a 3. The exciting Difference of THE
CHRISTIAN FAITH is what | want to call HOLY AMNESIA! What GOD is about to do in our midst is SO
INCREDIBLE, everything will change so completely, we will never THINK ON THE PAST!

HOLY AMNESIA should be easy for us in Green Valley, we regularly forget, and yet we dwell on our
pains.

GOD is about to BEGIN ANEW, and that NEW CREATION, will cause a HOLY AMNESIA where what
happened in the past SHALL NEVER AGAIN be Repeated! If we take the BIBLE as a History of LIFE,
GOD created EDEN blessing each element as GOOD, then CALLED the Whole interdependent
Creation including HUMANITY as VERY GOOD. Soon thereafter there was SIN/ distrust, ADAM’s
BLAMING EVE led to their distrust of GOD, the Conflict and Murder of ABEL by CAIN, WARS
between NATION & NATION.

WHAT WOULD LIFE BE, if there was never a child that died? What if all of us lived to enjoy LIFE!
What if we were so accustomed to people living beyond 100 that we saw it as a Shame when
someone did not! What if, like The GARDEN OF EDEN, like the 40 days in the ARK, all the world got
along?! | imagine that the first time the LION laid down and began eating HAY with the OX, the OX
bellowed. When the WOLF got close to the LAMB, its Mother bleeted WARNING. The element of
Hicks’ classic painting that always makes we wince, is that the Painter included Western Europeans
negotiating with NATIVE AMERICANS for purchase of NEW YORK with Beads and Trinkets, which
historically did not work out as a MODEL OF TRUST...



| grew up on Lakes with rocks and pebbles on the shore, so the first time | went to the Ocean with
Judy, I was a kid building SANDCASTLES on the seashore! The incredible rapture and joy of
beginning on the pristine wave swept beach, digging a trench-like moat, then erecting WALLS and
TOWERS with BUTTRESSES. Yet, invariably, as the day progressed the TIDE would come in higher
and higher, as waves would flood the MOAT, then collapse the Towers, Walls and Buttresses.
Perhaps this is your first Church, and it is a grand Sanctuary with Steeple Towers. According
to our Green Valley history, several in the community have described this as THE CASTLE, the
FORTRESS or A PROTESTANT’S HISPANIC CATHOLIC MISSION. Having been a Preacher’s Kid, | have
known CHURCHES of many shapes and sizes. | have been blessed to serve in re-building and
saving of a number of very fine Churches.
The realistic fear of the post-Modern time in which we live, is the struggle of so many CHURCHES
for SURVIVAL. What | have come to accept and to believe, is that CHURCH as we have known it in
the 20" Century, is changing. Many Churches will have their Stones topple. HOWEVER,
CHRISTIANITY in fact BEING the Church is not about the Building! For over 2000 years Christianity
has thrived in MINISTRY, in MISSION, in creating COMMUNITY, Faith, ARTS & MUSIC, these will
continue no matter the future.

The Story is told of Stalin at the beginning of COMMUNISM, who was asked What should be done
about all the Old BABUSHKAs the Grandmothers who went to Church. Stalin said, “Do not worry
they will all die.” 70 YEARS later at the Collapse of the Soviet Union, the BABUSHKAS were still going
to CHURCH. | traveled throughout the SOVIET UNION on a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH tour in 1987
during Glasnost & Perestroika. It was actually a PEACE & JUSTICE TOUR of LAWYERS and JUDGES
and MINISTERS, comparing the Church and Judicial System there to our own. In an Authoritarian
Government, all TOUR PLANS were cancelled when we arrived... However, in the Church, Pastors
just call up Priests and we still saw all of the Churches and spoke with the priests.

The most exciting part came on the final day, when the Tour was able to get us an interview
with the Highest Appellate Court Justice in the Juvenile Court System. All of the other Ministers
were tired and wanted to do Sightseeing, but | went along. There was a prepared speech by the
Judge, then the Tour Guide introduced us as a group of American Judges and Lawyers and one
Presbyterian Minister. The Judges and Lawyers asked a series of questions, when suddenly the
Judge said “May | ask a Question?” She looked me squarely in the eye, and said “AS A PASTOR”
| have no idea, if the Lawyers and Judges did not look like a Pastor, or if | did not look like a Lawyer!?
But she said “If a child suicided what would you do?” | said “Probably, | would have known the
child’s parents having married them and baptized the infant, carrying them in my arms. So as a
community of caring | hope we could have picked up on signhals that this was coming to get the help
she needed. But if we did not, when the horror happened, | would leave the Church and go to the
family’s home to pray with her parents and share their burden by ministering to them.”

At which the Judge slapped the Table. She said, “In the Soviet Union you were within your rights until
you left the Church. The State gives the Church the Prayers to Say, the Sermon to preach. When you
went to their home, you were Proselytizing for which you would be arrested!” Then after a moment’s
silence, she said "And | fear we have lost too many children because of this." As we left she shook
hands with all of the Lawyers and Judges, to me, with a tear on her cheek she hugged me.



