| love the Old Testament, but the is a danger for Christians in appropriating the Hebrew Bible as
the first half of our Scriptures: Exodus’ stories of coming into the land as if manifest destiny, Kings
David & Solomon building great Monarchies in the Promised Land. To do so, is described as
“Supersessionism,” one of those $3 words from Seminary, which refer to “JUDAISM” as GOD’s
CHOSEN PEOPLE being SUCCEEDED by Christianity, we are not, any more than the State of Israel
created by the League of Nations following WWII can do so. We are WANTED, LOVED, Adopted
Children, rather than being the blood-line of MOSES, Aaron and MIRIAM.
This morning we have Prophesy from Prophet HAGGAI 350 years before Jesus, who never spoke to
Christians, yet the circumstance HAGGAI addressed is similar to our own. After that People had
endured great loss: Solomon’s Temple destroyed, Jerusalem crushed to rubble, the Nation in Exile
for 70 years, only returned to the Land by King Cyrus after the Persians conquered the Babylonians.
A generation after return, the people had failed for 18 years to rebuild their homes and businesses,
to reclaim and cultivate the land abandoned for 70 years after battle. Then for 6 years under the
leadership of Governor Zerubbabel and High Priest Joshua, when the people dedicated themselves
to rebuilding the Temple, this Word came from Haggai to the people...

How many this day, remember this Church with 1600 members with Joe Hawkins was Pastor?

Are than any who recall: prior to the year 2000 there was little else on Sundays, and every
community had multiple different churches, there were multiple Worship services every Sunday,
during Winter months the Wall separating the Sanctuary from Fellowship Hall was opened for
overflow, there were over 100 in the Choir and Pastor Joe had 3-6 additional ministers on staff, our
Church had been recognized as the Fastest Growing Church of any denomination in the Country!
The biggest problem of the Church was how to move cars in and out of the Parking Lot, as there
were also Sunday morning classes and Fellowship between services.

Thank you for the hard work we have done together these last 6 years, rebuilding first under an
Austerity Budget as a Church in mourning, then COVID required we create new technology and
adapt to programs for our Church to engage, then revisiting everything in disrepair or had been
problematic throughout the Church’s history, then changing to new technologies of business and
communication today. Now, having grown to over 400, 600 with affiliates, we have resurrected faith,
a balanced budget. mission involvement as strong as any church, thisis a GEM an incredible
Church any Pastor would long to come to.

AND vyet, the word of GOD from HAGGAI haunt us because times are different from the 1980s-90s,
the issues in our culture are different, we cannot be a 1600 member Church in foreseeable future.

As hard as everyone has worked, as much as we have done together, we hear the Word of GOD
saying “Be Strong all you people of this land, Work, for GOD is with you!” Just as GOD covenanted
with the Tribes who came out of Egypt to receive the Commandments at Sinai, and GOD provided
Manna in the Wilderness, GOD’s Holy Spirit is with you, Fear Not!”

As bleak and divisive and commercial as the world may currently appear please know that “In a
little while, GOD will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.” GOD
will shake the Nations, the DESIRE of all the Nations will come! AND GOD will fill this house with
GOD’s GLORY!”

It never before occurred to me this prophecy was addressed to those like GREEN VALLEY, because
GOD said “All the SILVER HAIRED and the GOLDEN YEARED belong to GOD! And the Glory of this
PRESENT CHURCH will be greater than the former, as the LORD ALMIGHTY grants PEACE.



There are numerous stories that years ago seemed to be written for our Children’s Picture Bibles,
GOD creating the Heavens and the Earth and everything within them. Noah and the Animals of the
Ark trusting GOD for 40 days and 40 nights. Jesus entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as Children
sang Hosanna. The story of Zacheus, as small as a child, whom Jesus singled-out so as to come to
his house for lunch. There was even a Children’s song about Zacheus was a Wee Little Man; But this
morning there are two very different adult interpretations of this beloved story.

The 1%, is that Zacheus was very small and a Tax Collector, whom People would have looked down
on, shunned, pushed to the back of the crowd; so he climbed a Sycamore Tree just to get a glimpse
of Jesus passing by. Emphasis of this is Zacheus was a Sinner. The Rich Young Ruler, the Samaritan
Woman at the Well, the Blind Beggar Bartimaeus in Jericho, The Good Samaritan, all the Lepers and
Prostitutes, would each have been recognized as Sinners; as compared to the Pharisees whom we
perceive to be those who imagine themselves Righteous but may be the real Sinners. Everything in
this story goes quickly. Zacheus RAN ahead and CLIMBED a Sycamore tree... No Respected Man in
the Ancient Middle East ever RAN, or CLIMBED TREES! Jesus shocked everyone, especially
Zacheus, by IMMEDIATELY inviting himself to Zacheus’ home for lunch! Inside, Zacheus
immediately vows to give half of all he has to the poor and if he has wronged anyone, while the LAW
required he would refund them, he will instantly repay them 4 times over.

The 2™ is an equally valid interpretation from the text. Do you recall the evil dwarfish bearded
Character in HBO’s House of Dragons: TARGARYEN? Always seemingly drunken and surrounded by
prostitutes... Who now that that Series is over, we might look back on as being one of the few
people who was usually a Good Guy. This is my image of Zacheus.

Someone everyone sees as surly, punished by GOD, whom no one looks up to or trusts; who on top
of appearances, was A Tax Collector for the Roman Empire. The assumption was that Tax Collectors
did CHEAT PEOPLE by adding taxes on taxes for their own profit, even if not, they were rejected by
KOSHER LAW because they served the ROMAN GENTILE OPPRESSORS.

Zacheus was as surprised as anyone that Jesus enters his house to share a meal with him!
Closing the door in privacy, ZACHEUS confesses to Jesus what he already does that no one
knows...Instead of a Minimum Withdrawl Distribution Tithe of 10% of his profits, ZACHEUS gives
50% of all he has to the Poor!

And whenever Zacheus discovers he has cheated anyone, he routinely repays that 4 fold.

For this confession, Jesus blesses Zacheus “Today Salvation has come to this house,

because this man too, is a Son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”

The point of both HAGGAI and ZACHEUS, is that current circumstances, regardless of how painful
and bleak, do not last! GOD’S GLORY will be far more than we or anyone have ever known or
anticipated, when even the REJECTED ZACHEUS is sought out by the SON OF MAN for Salvation.



