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 The words of Jesus are so more meaningful today as they were when he 

first shared them with his disciples.  The Gospel of Mark 13:32-34 proclaims “But 
about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 

time will come.”  No human being can predict when the Lord will return.  
However, we do need to prepare. 

As I finished up with my doctor’s appointment this week, he asked me, 
“Well, what do you think about what was making the news this week about the 
move of the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem?  This sure brought the end times 

discussion to the forefront.  My Dad is sure that we are now in those times.  What 
do you think, Rev. Medina?”  I knew this WAS going to be an interesting time. 

I responded, “Yes, that’s what people are talking about.  Yet, I believe in 

what Jesus said in Mark 13 “But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  You, your 

Dad or I cannot know the day when the Lord is to return.  Many folks are now 
putting the thinking of the end times as happening now.  I think many folks, 
religious or political, use it as a tool to divide people and nations.”   

My doctor said it is frightening.  I said “Yes, I know it is frightening.  You 
know we are in the season of Advent and preparing for the coming of the Messiah.  

This is our time to honestly and sincerely prepare ourselves.  The reason for the 
season is Jesus.  We need to be prepared rather than reacting to the voices of 
politicians or religious leaders who have no idea what’s going to happen.  Only 

God knows when the hour and day will be.” 
He said “That’s true.  I have been listening to the distractions in life and not 

focusing on my Savior.”  “You know, Doc, we need to be prepared and live the way 

Jesus taught us.”  
He said, “Yes, be prepared.”  My appointment was over. 

Friends, are you prepared for the coming of the Lord again?  This is a 
question we need to ask ourselves everyday. 
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 This time of Advent is our time to wait, to hope, and to prepare ourselves 
for the joyous event of Christ coming into the world.  Everyone one of us needs to 

be prepared. 
 As you know, many of my illustrations I use for sermons come from 

experiences at home, (my daughters didn’t like it), at the church or around the 
world.  I can recall an illustration on getting prepared for an upcoming event.   

There was a time when my 90 something year old Dad came to visit in 

Michigan.  It was great to have him around as we talked and I took him for rides.  
We sat out in the backyard watching jet trails in the sky, witnessing spectacular 
sunsets, hearing wrens sing their tune, and watching our dog Hershey sniffing 

out moles in the lawn.   
Dad was enjoying himself but he was always getting up at 4:00 a.m. to 

pack his bags as he was preparing to head back to Kansas where he stayed with 
my sister.  He arrived four days before and was now prepared to go back on 
Thursday.  Well, Saturday came and he was up at 4:30 in the morning sitting on 

the couch with his hat and coat on and his suitcase packed ready to depart to the 
airport.  I was still in my bathrobe.  This day was also filled with expectation and 

emotions.  He was getting everything prepared as he looked ahead to the day 
approaching.  He was prepared.  Are you? 

As your Transitional Pastor, I was called here to assist in preparing this 

congregation to move into the future.  Yes, there are changes that need to take 
place in order to write a different future.  Of course, there is anxiety and I am 
sure there is more anxiety to come.   

Some of the areas in writing a new chapter are these:  

 The way to communicate in a healthy manner with someone,  

 The move to a different staff design,  

 The involvement of everyone in committees, groups and church 
life regardless whether you’re here part of the year or not.  
Everyone has a place and a part to play, 

 The serving in humble and loving ways while working together 
as one avoids power practices from former lives.  To be servants 

and to be in servant leadership, 

 The development of new leadership, 

 The compassionate and loving behaviors in how a pastor is 
treated and cared for in his or her ministry.  

Yes, the movement towards this desired future gives one hope for a better 
and life sustaining ministry and mission in serving God through Christ.  The 

invitation to you is to be part of the solution rather than the ongoing issues.  I’m 
also here to prepare this congregation to call your next pastor.   As it is said, be 
prepared. 

For sure, God was and is also getting ready for the day of the Messiah’s 
coming into the world.  God knows of the darkness in people’s lives and the sins 

that permeate the human soul.  There was the reign of terror by invading armies, 
wars and threats of war as well as corrupt leaders.  The faithful were falling away 
or lacking motivation to serve.  The world's a place where people were against 
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each other, religious beliefs were clashing with one another and governments 
hurt their own people. 

The communities were in a state of darkness and unrest.  As a result of 
such faithlessness, the prophets of old were preparing the people for the coming 

of the Messiah.  That was the role of the prophet to remind the people to return to 
God. 

The Prophet Isaiah lifts up his voice to the people to be prepared for the 

Messiah and to look to his coming with gladness.  Scripture says in Isaiah 
chapter 40 in the first few verses, 1Comfort, o comfort my people, says your 
God…3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God…5then the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken.”  Yes, the glory of the Lord will be revealed when prophecy 
is fulfilled in the future. 

The Gospel of Mark points to the fulfillment of that prophecy when John 

the Baptist becomes the voice in the wilderness.  He is preparing the people to 
meet the Messiah as the Gospel of Mark proclaims.  1 The beginning of the good 

news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God…‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.’” Prepare!  John was calling to the people then and the 
Gospel is calling to us today. 

Indeed, John makes himself known to the people and calls them to an 
experience of transformation and salvation when the Messiah arrives.  He is 
getting the people prepared to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

          There is a booklet called Connections that is full of articles, stories and 
illustrations based on a theme.  There is one story from the November 1993 

booklet called Life Is an Advent Season.   "The world is not as just, not as 
loving, not as whole as we know it can and should be.  But the coming of 

Christ and his presence among us—as one of us—give us reason to live in 
hope: that light will shatter the darkness, that we can be liberated from our 
fears and prejudices, that we are never alone or abandoned.  May this 

Advent season be a time for bringing hope, transformation and fulfillment 
into the Advent of our lives." 
          My dear sisters and brothers, may our lives and faith reflect the love of 

God that has come to us in his Son Jesus.  May we continually be watchful and 
prepared for the Christ child in our hearts.  Just like these young children this 

morning, they are preparing.  As big kids we also have to prepare for the Christ 
child.  

Yes, friends, the Good News of Jesus Christ is at hand.  And remember, be 

prepared.  Be prepared! 
 Let us pray:  Dear God, remove all those obstacles in our lives that get in 

the way of your love and your Son Jesus.  Help us to be prepared for his Second 
Advent.  May we seek your love through our faith and commitment to serve him.  
We prepare ourselves to greet you once again in your Son and our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus.  He is a gift of love and he is the love that we receive into our lives 
so we can be the light unto the world with the goodness of his peace and his joy. 
In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 
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Scriptural Support: 
Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV) 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.   

 

3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God.  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.  5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 

people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  
 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 

constancy is like the flower of the field.  7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  8The 

grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.   
 

9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to 
the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”  10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 

him.  11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV) 
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2As it is written 
in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord,  make his paths straight.’”  4John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins.  6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
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thong of his sandals.  8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

++++++++++++ 

   


