
What if I were to tell you that everything we thought we knew, everything we assumed, was 
about to be changed? Every week for the last 2 ½ Months we have been preaching from JEREMIAH & 
LUKE. GOD’S WORD came to Jeremiah as CHAOS THEORY: GOD will UPROOT, TEAR DOWN, 
OVERTHROW, DESTROY.10 WEEKS, when suddenly, Jeremiah preaches a Word of HOPE! After a 
Lifetime of being a DISSONANT NAY-SAYER, as RIOTERS invaded the CAPITOL of Jerusalem, as 
KINGS were taken PRISONER, the PALACE & TEMPLE desecrated & destroyed…    
people questioned: IS GOD FICKLE, WEAK of DEAD? Is ISRAEL no longer CHOSEN, but REJECTED?  
Everyone expected JEREMIAH to give another Verbal Attack in the dissonant tone of B FLAT, when 
instead Jeremiah:  THE DAYS ARE SURELY COMING, WHEN I WILL CREATE A NEW COVENANT!”  

By I WILL, Jeremiah was not talking about himself. This was the “I” of Genesis CREATing all things; 
the “I AM” of the Burning Bush revealing the sacred name YHWH meaning I WAS, I AM, I WILL BE; 
the I AM of the EXODUS; the I AM who spoke at SINAI, the sacred Subject of all VERBS in HEBREW. 
“I WILL CREATE A NEW COVENANT.” creating hope out of the memory of GOD the CREATOR, and 
GOD of Moses’ COVENANT. The OLD Covenant had been about FIDELITY, COMPANIONSHIP, 
COMPASSION, JUSTICE & MERCY, here now PROMISES a NEW relationship that was restorative, 
buoyant, joyous, a stark contrast from all the despair of brokenness they had known. 

I am convinced the problem of living in Green Valley is not aging, not a shrinking of brains, but 
something in the AIR that causes us to forget NAMES, WORDS, EVENTS. That we want to remember. 
In Israel, the people had FORGOT GOD, forgot their FIDELITY to GOD, as GOD’s COMPANIONS, 
FORGOT to be COMPASSIONATE to the POOR, to execute JUSTICE and be MERCIFUL… 

The contrast here, between 30 Chapters of DESTRUCTION of the OLD and this promise of the NEW: 
is critical. All FIDELITY & TRUST of the OLD COVENANT at Sinai had been VIOLATED by The People. 
It is essential in PLANTING NEW, to recognize and own that OLD COMMANDMENTS, old POWER 
STRUCTURES, old SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS have been exhausted of any potential, the old is DEAD 
and GONE, Everything must be dieerent now. The accent of this speech, is on the NEW.  
  A NEW, DIFFERENT FUTURE can only be lived when the old romantically cherished is gone. 
The OLD COVENANT was carved in STONE and broken to DUST. The NEW COVENANT will be 
ETCHED into every believer’s heart. My Old Testament Professor described this HEART is not a silver 
locket round your neck. The new covenant is a SURGICAL TATTOO etched into the organ that gives 
you life. Exile in Babylon is brutal, lasting 70 years, after which, our hearts are bruised, CHANGED.  

In the Monday BIBLE REFLECTIONS, comment is regularly named about the NUMBERs in the Bible 
are not just a 10 Soldiers, or 100, but 800,000. In the same way, everything then took time and in our 
reality is instant. My Mother used to spend hours cooking, and today we use a microwave. We 
agonize over having to schedule appointments months away. War in Gaza has been 24 Months, 
where EXILE in BABYLON was 70 years! Tuesday of this week, members of our Church who planned 
to go to Israel in 2024 received notice the TOUR COMPANY wants to rebook, I am sorry it is too 
soon… Jeremiah makes this PROMISE of HOPE in Chapter 31, yet return of EXILES would not 
happen for Generations; the Messiah would not be born for another 580 yrs. 580 years ago, the 1st 
PRINTING PRESS to today; today would we say that “LOVING THE LORD” is known in every heart? 

This WEEK, I was reminded of a lesson we were taught a year ago. In Christian Churches we follow a 
3 YEAR Lectionary, this January beginning all over again; in JUDAISM, over 12 months the Rabbi in 
Worship reads through the TORAH from Genesis to Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 



October 14-15 is described as SHIMHAT TORAH, when the OLD is Complete and the NEW Begins. 
To celebrate this the RABBI recited the final words of MOSES in DEUTERONOMY and the beginning 
words of CREATION in GENESIS, recognizing completion of that year = plants beginning the next. 
 The FREEING of the HOSTAGES this week was an incredible event, where so many nations 
came together in unity, to hold both sides accountable to the CEASE FIRE. But Cease Fire and 
release of EXILES is only the very first tentative step, in what has been proposed as a 20 Point PLAN. 
Living a new Covenant of FIDELITY, COMPANIONSHIP, COMPASSION, JUSTICE and MERCY is the 
hope and prayer for Generations of our future. That horrendous war, started with the murders and 
kidnappings at Shimhat Torah 2023, and Shimhat Torah 2025 oeers a New Covenant of Peace. 

Jeremiah’s PROPHECY of a NEW COVENANT YET TO BE, and LUKE’s’ PARABLE about PRAYER both 
beg whether there can be any HOPE? 

Dieerent from anything you may have think, JESUS’ PARABLE really was not about PRAYER! This 
PARABLE is not us as the WIDOW! GOD is Not an UnJust Judge! INSTEAD we are the Unjust Judge!  

Luke has repeated Jesus’ Parable as if an argument from the LESSER to the GREATER, as if Because 
EVEN AN UNJUST JUDGE will eventually do JUSTICE, if only to prevent his receiving a Black Eye, SO 
GOD WHO IS JUSTICE PERSONIFIED will hear our prayers and respond…    
Perhaps I am TOO WOKE, I cannot IMAGINE GOD as a LARGER VERSION of a Corrupt Authority! 
,,,Genesis describes “We are in the Image of God.” So LUKE has made a REVERSAL, GOD 
ALMIGHTY is CREATING JUSTICE ANEW in order that EVERYONE WILL KNOW GOD, as 
COMPASSION, JUSTICE & MERCY. So, we in the image of GOD, need to have COMPASSION for the 
POOR, Mercy for those in need. 

Frederick Buechner described “The point is not that you must beat a PATH to GOD”s DOOR so GOD 
WILL OPEN WHEN YOU KNOCK, instead that UNTIL YOU BEAT DOWN THE OBSTACLES IN YOUR 
LIFE GOD MAY BE UNABLE TO FIND YOUR DOOR!         To 
those who have it in their power to relieve the distress of the WIDOW, the POOR, the STRANGER 
and CHOOSE TO NOT DO SO, Prayer is GOD’s COMPASSION reordering OUR PRIORITIES.  The 
point of this PARABLE is to have each of us LOOK IN THE MIRROR, recognizing in the image of the 
UNJUST JUDGE how we have gone about life, ignoring COVENANT to CARE ABOUT OTHERS. 

What if instead of all of the Generations of your Family coming down to create YOU in your 
Genealogy, instead of the whole amalgamation of our life experiences making us who we are; 
instead of our arguing about who immigrated from where, what rights we lost from what we used to 
have; we recognized that all that is DUST, and we intentionally choose to SEE what is written by 
GOD into our HEARTS, we choose on the basis of all that has been to HAVE FAITH, to now consider 
our COVENANT WITH GOD being established for the benefit of FUTURE GENERATIONS after us? 


