
   
 

   
 

Begin with PRAYER for VPC and the church in general. 

(Story about Jack:) 

Jack went out for a hike one day near a very deep canyon. He stopped at the 

edge of one of the cliffs and decided to look over the edge to the bottom of the 

canyon several hundred feet below. He slipped and began to fall down the side 

of the canyon. Instinctively, he reached out and grabbed a branch from a bush 

growing from the side of the cliff. This stopped his fall, and he clung to the branch 

for dear life. His grip on the branch was all that kept Jack from falling to his 

death. He could look down and see the floor of the canyon far below. 

 Jack started to yell loudly for help. “Help me!” He called. No one answered. He 

called louder but to no avail. No one came to help him. 

 “Oh God, please help me!” He finally called in utter desperation.  

Suddenly a voice called back: “Jack. I am here!” said the voice. 

 “Who are you?” said Jack. 

 “I am God, the One you called for.” said the voice. 

 “Where are you,” said Jack. 

 “Jack, I am everywhere and always near to you.” said God.  

 “Can you save me?” said Jack. 

 “Sure” said God. “I want you to let go of the branch and I’ll catch you,” said God. 

Jack thought for a moment and looked at the rocky landing far below. It was 
scary! “Help! Can somebody else save me!” Jack said. 

God asked Jack: “What are you doing? I said I would save you!” 



   
 

   
 

 Jack said “I know. I just wanted to see if there was anyone else who could help 

me! I was afraid and wanted a different plan to save me. I wanted a plan I could 

see!” 

  

   So here we are. Are we hanging on to ‘a’ bush-like Jack- and asking for God to 

save us? Pastor Craig is gone. We wish him well in retirement and are grateful 

for his leadership. But what about us? We are in flux and change disturbs us. 

Who will lead our faith community? Even if our new Pastor were standing right 

here, we would be filled with questions about the future. How will the new pastor 

feel about this or that and no matter who he or she might be-they will not be 

Pastor Craig. Do we hang on to the “branch” of yesterday or do we let go and let 

God! Yes, we do. 

 

Yes, we could be fearful of the unknown future, or we could be bold in our faith. 

We have every reason to feel confident, strong, and brave. In fact, a change in 

pastor can bring about new opportunities and possibilities. The history of the 

Christian faith is filled with men and women who faced far greater challenges 

than we face and did well. How did the early church feel when Christ was 

crucified? Fearful. When Paul was put to death? Fearful again. The Christian 

church felt fearful for the first three hundred years of its life. 

 

  Now is the time to check out our faith level, which I believe is excellent. I would 

love to be able to go around the sanctuary and hear all the stories of faith from 



   
 

   
 

everyone. There would be stories of faith surrounding every aspect of human 

existence. There would be faith stories in dealing with family tragedies. There 

would be accounts of medical cures that seemed impossible. I look at this 

congregation today and I see real ‘faith’ warriors. How do I know? Proverbs 

16:31 tells us that this gray hair is a glorious and righteous crown. I see gorgeous 

gray hair, bald heads, and wonderful wrinkles that are all badges earned on the 

battlefield of life. We(I) have survived life and all its difficulties-so far. Our 

experiences are strong, and our resolve is great. Our faith is ready and has been 

tested. Folks, we have survived. 

 

 In the history of VPC, there have been a total of four head pastors that have 

been installed. The new pastor will be the fifth. Maureen and I have only been 

here for Craig’s tenure. There is no doubt that this ‘new’ pastor will do things 

differently than any of the others before. Here are some suggestions for making 

the transition to the new pastor. I invite you to take these four steps with me. 

Here we go. Listen to me now! 

 

   These are the four directions for the next few months: 

   1) Do not say “We have never done it that way before!” Whether you want 

to admit it or not, Christianity has been a religion of change. Sometimes that 

change was slow. Sometimes it is much faster. We keep what works and honor 

it, but sometimes things need to change. Jesus’ biggest problem was getting His 

disciples to accept the change that He represented. Without change, we would 



   
 

   
 

still be offering goats and lambs as a sacrificial offering. Snake handling 

anybody? 

 

   2) Be humble. Really humble! If you think you are humble, you are not. We 

have Jesus Christ as an example. Rest assured that Christ is working through 

whatever the plans are here at VPC. We will be stronger, better, and more 

flexible. Be humble until it hurts. Remember that your salvation is not dependent 

on getting your way. 

 

   3) Have faith. Real faith. Like the faith we find in our Hebrews passage for this 

morning. Without this one, nothing will work. I sometime like to think of faith using 

this mnemonic: 

        Forsaking All I Trust Him. F.A.I.T.H. (Explain) 

         Do not be like Jack! 
 
  4) Travel light and keep moving. Do not bring baggage in from the past years. 

Jesus encouraged the Twelve to bring little with them on the road. We should do 

the same thing. The Christian faith is a moving and vibrant adventure. Old 

baggage from the past will only slow you down. Let us embrace the journey to a  

 

    So, are you ready for a great adventure? It is calling for you. Let us embrace it. 

Some of you have ridden this horse before, as we say in Texas. The outcome is 

not known. But we need to face the future here at VPC with confidence, faith, 



   
 

   
 

happiness, and hope. And why not? We worship a Savior who gives us these 

gifts. My God is an awesome God! [Repeat?] Let go of the branch and be 

caught by the loving Savior. Let us be ready, steady, and willing to walk into the 

glorious future that God has planned for us.  

 

    I began my message today with an analogy using Jack, a bush and God. But I 

know that we are facing a serious turning point in the life of Valley Presbyterian 

Church. You love this church. I love this church. Jesus loves this church. I am 

going to give you homework. Go home and read Hebrews 11. The whole 

chapter. It is a powerful motivator! 

 

 Lastly, we are going to be fine if we have faith and we do have it. We stand on 

the shoulders of the men and women-long gone-who shaped this church. Future 

Christian brothers and sisters will figuratively stand on our shoulders. The next 

generation will benefit from what we do here. It is said that the most fulfilling thing 

in life is to build something that will last longer than we will. My friends we 

preparing to do that. To Jesus Christ be the glory.   AMEN. 

 

Next: “Having heard these words, let us stand and affirm what we believe...” 

 


