Forty-five years ago on November 23rd, | sat in the final class of my first Semester at Seminary,
it was a Preaching Seminar taught by the great William Sloan Coffin & James Forbes who were the
Retiring and next Senior Pastors at Riverside Church in New York City. That morning, they surprised
us as Blue Books were distributed, saying “This is to be your Final Exam! Feel free to use your
Bibles, you have 3 hours as first semester Seminary Students to compose a sermon to be preached
in your final month in Ministry. This is to be your last best shot at preaching the WORD of GOD.”

Our Call to Worship this morning gave us GOD’s Last Best Words through Jesus Christ for Salvation.
This morning marks the completion of the Christian year with Christ The King Sunday. In answer to
all the concerns today about KINGS, know that we have had a King whom alone we serve for the last
2000 years and our king is the SON of GOD.

JESUS Last Best Shot at our Salvation was: “Father, Forgive them, they know not what they do.”
Right through his death upon the Cross, he loved us. Several in our Church have said “Whose going
to do all the stuff we got accustomed to Craig doing?” BREATHE EASY. This week our Session
approved hiring a GAP Pastor who will be here, as if your Pastor until the next arrives.

Others said “Craig this is your opportunity to say anything you want, what are we gonna do “Fire ya?
| am thankful no one has suggested “CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY Him.”

This Church has so many incredible Teachers, Elders, Deacons, and Volunteers that | have
had Meetings where it was said “We have classes every day of the week on everything from Church
History to The Film series The Chosen, from CS Lewis to Line Dancing, and when | wanted to teach,
Committees have had to say, ‘Pastor, We will see if we can work you in...”” | have no doubt, you will
each step up and minister to one another by being THE CHURCH, and you will not Screw it up.
What | do worry over, what the Church has always worried and been concerned, whether we could
do, is CAN WE “FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER for WHAT THEY DO?”

We have been incredibly blessed by GOD. In a community which annually buries 10% of the
population, we survived the COVID Pandemic without a single SuperSpreader. In the most divisive
time in America since the Civil War, we have prayed together, sang together, given to support
Missions and been Happy as a Church. We have a great deal to thank GOD for this thanksgiving.

On Christ the King Sunday, we have the whole of the Gospels displayed before us.

As prophesied for 700 years, GOD’s MESSIAH Came... but not as Anyone expected!

The Worshipping Community believed in the End of the World! GOD would enter in with all Power
and Majesty, overthrowing the Roman Empire, overthrowing Evil, Tyranny and Domination.

No One anticipated that ALMIGHTY GOD, Ruler of the Universe would choose to take off all DIVINE
POWER to become so vulnerable as to be born as the Baby of a Poor unwed Mother.

2)How does that connect to JESUS Baptized by JOHN the BAPTIST calling the World to repent?
3)How do those connect to JESUS Calling DISCIPLES?

4) How does his being GOD WITH US connect to the PARABLES he taught?

5)How does all of this connect to his HEALING LEPERS, PROSTITUES and Outcast Sinners?

6)How do we equate those Mundane Human Elements (Forgiving SINNERS) to his Mountaintop
TRANSFIGURATION with MOSES and ELIJAH?

7)How does all of this connect to his washing the Disciples’ Feet and giving a new SACRAMENT with
anew 11" COMMANDMENT that WE LOVE EACHOTHER AS YOU HAVE BEEN LOVED?

8) How do we understand all that in light of HIS CONDEMNATION, CRUCIFIXION and DEATH?
9)How do we reconcile all of that with the RESURRECTION OF EASTER?



ALL of this TOGETHER is the MEANING of SALVATION.

So then, how do we understand our CHURCH YEAR about to begin all Over Again with the Prophecy
of John the Baptist’s Father Zechariah, that JOHN would be a new Prophet from the Wilderness
declaring PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD! For the Advent of Jesus’ Birth?

The other day, | was speaking with a Presbyterian Minister, who said “CRAIG you represent the
TRANSITION of the CHURCH/ of CHRISTIANITY over these 40 years!” So, in many ways, | guess | am
a Contemporary ZECHARIAH, an Old Style Pastor of the Old Temple, who has been used by GOD to
PRAY for You THE PREGNANT OLD LADIES as you give birth to what is to come.

The difficulty of being Zechariahs is that we cannot envision what GOD has in store in our Future.
Therefore, GOD has Zechariah become mute for the next SEASON, until the NEXT COMES...

Yet, Zechariah’s Prophecy is essential! The SON of GOD/ the MESSIAH comes to PLANT SEED.
Anyone who has done gardening or farming knows the essential hard work necessary before
planting the SEED, is furrowing the soil, getting rid of the Weeds, moving from THANKSGIVING over
what has been, to PREPARATION for Who/What is to come!

What we are talking about with CHRIST the KING & ZECHARIAH is belief in our own SALVATION?

What the World and too often Christians try to do is to Celebrate the Arrival of the Next Thing
without allowing John the Baptist to come first. For many people what constitutes a GOOD
HOLIDAY of Thanksgiving to Christmas, is just getting through without Conflict.

November and December are not the time for Confrontation. It is difficult to sing Christmas Carols
through clenched teeth! However, John the Baptist is ESSENTIAL as an ADVENT PRE-CURSOR, to
bring us into a Pause, where we can have a Conflict WITH Ourselves, in order that we can consider
where we need to RETHINK and REPENT.

Zechariah’s Song comes as that PAUSE, almost an interruption to the Flow of LUKE. Before this,
Luke has Mary’s MAGNIFICAT about her THANKFULNESS at being chosen by GOD for GOD'’s
PUPOSES; Immediately after this, is the best known BIRTH Story, which only occurs in this way in
Luke, WHILE JOHN THE BAPTIST occurs in All4 GOSPELS...

Just before Zechariah’s Song called THE BENEDICTUS or PRAISE OF GOD comes a Question
everyone, that we too seldom ask in this THANKSGIVING before ADVENT: “WHAT IS GOING ON?”
WHAT DOES THIS TIME IN OUR LIVES REALLY MEAN?” Zechariah’s Song weaves together the rich
tapestry of all the Biblical Images, including COVENANT with ABRAHAM, EXODUS from EGYPT, the
Stories of KING DAVID. The BIRTH of the CHRIST CHILD... but we who have been bogged down in
the PAST & PRESENT are not ready for the SEASON OF COMING, the SEASON of ADVENT until we
take time to pause, take a few deep REFLECTIVE breaths, and ponder the message that CHRIST THE
KING and JOHN THE BAPTIST bring for us, to give THANKS for where we have come from, WHO WE
ARE NOW, and where might we need to REPENT before the COMING OF WHAT IS NEXT. We look
forward to the COMING of what is NEXT, confident CHRIST IS OUR KING.



