
This morning as we begin, I invite you to center yourself. What is your center? What do you center yourself 
upon, when you center yourself? When I first came here, it took me weeks to discover you could cut across 
classrooms, as every hallway led me back right here to the Pulpit & Table as Our Church’s Center. 

Sir Isaac Newton described CENTRIPETAL FORCE as “KEEPING AN OBJECT IN MOTION, AT UNIFORM SPEED, 
ON A CIRCULAR PATH.” This is how a Basketball player can make a Ball rotate on the end of her finger, 
how the Earth rotates on its access, how the moon revolves around the earth and the earth around the 
sun.  

Those of us who grew up in N. America in the 1940s-50s-60s grew up in a CENTRIPETAL World, a world 
that was increasingly centered. Following WWII there was a larger cultural synthesis about the nature of 
reality. Do you recall catch phrases of the middle of the Century? “THE MELTING POT, THE FAMILY OF 
MAN, INTEGRATION, THE GLOBAL VILLAGE, SPACESHIP EARTH, and OUR ALLIED FORCES”. That was the 
world creating the UNITED NATIONS, WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, VATICAN II, ECUMENISM, the 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS AND JEWS… 

Philosophers talked about the unification of Realities, they used words like synchronization, synthesis, 
hominization, planet-ization. “Civilization being the non-stop process of creating 1 World & 1 Humanity.” 
While Sociologists argued that “Civilization is moving from independent isolated tribal groups to A State 
of one unified, universal, interdependent whole.”       
Philosophers theorized: “Our World is a Closed system. The Unity of the earth has arrived. The World is 
Centered. Dominant forces have moved toward convergence, toward the universal.”       

In the late 1960s, a television commercial asked “How many licks does it take to get to the Center of a 
Tootsie Pop? Until that time, no one seemed concerned with what the Center was of our Universe.  
Dominant voices in the culture assumed we knew where the center was, concern was over the fringes. 
However, a series of revolutions occurred, cultural revolutions and with these the Assumed CENTER gave 
way, then COLLAPSED. I recall my father preaching a sermon about THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION, because 
The Beatles wore their hair, neatly washed and combed, still off the Collar, but instead of a Crew Cut they 
had Bangs and hair covering their ears!            
CENTRIFUGAL FORCE means “the tendency of an object to resist change in its state of rest, or of motion”. 
Imagine Mud flying off a rotating wheel, or the invisible pull when friends spun you on an old fashioned 
merry-go round, not the one with horses but momentum.       
We have devolved a CENTRIFUGAL WORLD of each group resisting change, going off in their own direction. 
Despite over 16 billion dollars that were spent on all of the advertising in the Mid-Term Elections, each 
group ignored the other and little cooperation or change has occurred. Neither side trusts the CENTER of 
the other, or the FEARS of the other. We become like the poet William Butler Yeats at the end of WWI: 
“The Center cannot hold, all things fall apart. All there can be is Pessimism.” 

The Apostle Paul, writing to the Colossians intentionally chose a different starting point, a different center. 
The Colossians had accepted Gnosticism, which attempted to amalgamate every theory, philosophy and 
religion into one. I never put this into words before, but 21st Century North America by and large practices 
GNOSTICISM! The world of the Colossians was a CENTRIFUGAL WORLD, attentive to each persons’ own 
priorities, and to nothing. It is okay to believe in gods, because belief is a different reality than logic, and 
the Greeks were different from the Romans from the Egyptians, from Biology… So we can believe in all. 
For the Gnostics, Destiny was controlled by fate and therefore life felt Out of Our Control. They accepted 
belief in angels and in demons, dietary laws and ascetic practices. The problem was they had no center. 



They searched for subjective experiences, to make them feel better. They only wanted to know that gods 
would protect them from forces they could not know. 

Implicit in Paul’s letter to the Colossians is JESUS IS NOT AN ADD ON BELIEF, JESUS IS THE CENTER. 
Everything in this argument comes in two parts. First, JESUS IS LORD OF THE UNIVERSE.    
As Lord of the universe, Jesus is the image of the Invisible Eternal God; revealing the nature of God to the 
world. Jesus’ life reveals the character and power of God. Being in the IMAGE of GOD, defines Jesus’ 
relationship to God as CENTRAL to ALL THAT IS.         
At the same time, JESUS IS THE FIRSTBORN OF CREATION defining Jesus relationship to us, to all Creation. 
FIRSTBORN identifies priority, Jesus is KING, LORD, SOVEREIGN, CENTER. 

If JESUS IS LORD OF THE COSMOS is Paul’s First Phrase, his 2nd is “ALL THINGS WERE CREATED IN HIM”.  
All REALITY, even the POWERS and GOVERNMENTS  were created in, through, and for Christ Jesus.  
So, all Created order is subject to Jesus as our CENTER. CHRIST is what sustains the unity of the universe. 
He is the underlying force of Creation. We do not need other gods, earthly or supernatural, to be assured 
of the presence of God, we know Jesus.  

We said everything comes in two parts, The 1st is “JESUS IS LORD, ALL THINGS WERE CREATED IN HIM”, 
Paul’s 2nd Point is “JESUS IS HEAD OF THE BODY WHICH IS HIS CHURCH.” By being HEAD Jesus is the 
BEGINNING and FIRSTBORN OF THE DEAD, which translates as also the FIRSTBORN OF A NEW CREATION, 
A RESURRECTED PEOPLE. In Genesis 49, The Patriarch Jacob described his Eldest Son REUBEN as being his 
FIRSTBORN meaning the founder of a New People = ISRAEL, founder of a new Social Order, a new 
Humanity. But Jacob then also described Reuben as unstable as water.       
For Jesus to be FIRSTBORN and HEAD is that he is founder of our being the CHURCH, a new Creation. 

Paul then describes two reasons for the importance of the Church.      
FIRST, The Church demonstrates the Pre-eminence of Jesus in all things.      
Just as SOLOMON built the TEMPLE as a DWELLING PLACE where all the world could come to meet GOD, 
as the CHURCH WE ARE THAT LIVING TEMPLE. The Church is the location of the Presence of God, not the 
building, WE THE CHURCH.            
SECOND, as HEAD OF THE CHURCH JESUS RECONCILES ALL THINGS.      
In a CENTRIFUGAL WORLD all reality and all people exist in alienation, as enemies and strangers. But in 
Christ, God has reconciled all things: Heaven and Earth have been brought back into CREATED ORDER. The 
price for COSMIC PEACE was the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Church is the Community of 
Reconciliation. Jesus as the founder is the reconciler. He reconciles all our divisions in order to bring reality 
into the context of his new humanity. 

Do you want to Experience GOD? Center yourself in the Church. 

Do you want to experience Reconciliation: with God, with the world, with people, with Creation?  
CENTER in the Church. 

As the remainder of the Letter makes clear, A Faith that is not Transformative, that does not challenge 
the most fundamental values and experiences of a pagan people, culturally-accommodated Christians 
each doing their own thing, can hardly be Christ-Centered, or build the Church of Christ in the World.     
In other words, left unto ourselves THE CENTER DOES NOT HOLD, THINGS DO FALL APART.   
JESUS IS LORD OF ALL. ALL THINGS WERE CREATED IN JESUS.       
JESUS IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY WHICH IS HIS CHURCH.       
AS JESUS IS LORD, the CHURCH IS THE CENTER. 


