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December 13, 2020                

GREETING                                                                                                                 Pastor Craig 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                  

PASSING OF PEACE, OUTPOURING OF THE WATER                                              

PRELUDE                                      Walking in the Air                                                     H. Blake               

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES                                   Pastor Diane 

L: We want everything to look nice. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring 

beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes 

us feel like children again.  

The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil 

of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter 

how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and 

with joy. 

P: Come down to us again, O Lord. We long to be your people, a people of joy. 

 

*please stand                                                                                         
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Sing                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                               (verse 1) 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,                                                         

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.                                           

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

L: We light the candle of Hope. We light the candle of love. We light the candle of joy, 

not just because of the beautiful things of this season – not just the things that glitter 

and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love 

shared in service and hospitality.  

 

OPENING HYMN           It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                 (verses 1-4)         123 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,                                                 

from angels being near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:                                            

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King”:                                   

the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.  

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,  

and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world:  

above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,  

and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.  

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long;                                

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong;                                    

and we at war on earth hear not the tidings that by bring;                                                         

O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing! 

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,                              

who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,                                            

look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:                                            

O, rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing. 

CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                  

When overwhelmed with the concerns of the world, we turn to God in prayer. Reason 

and logic can only go so far, and we appeal to God for wisdom beyond our 

understanding, for conviction beyond our strength. May this be a moment in our lives 

that tests and proves who we are and what we believe. 
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THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal and ever-present God, we struggle, divided between our head and heart. In 

our minds we see and know that more people are being infected with viruses than 

ever before, that the fragile bubble in which we have lived burst and we are 

vulnerable to one another. And yet, we so dearly desire to see one another, to be 

together, and share together in the advent of Christmas. Empower us LORD, to not 

conform to this world, but to stand strong in compassion and concern ministering to 

the weaknesses of others. As Christ left divinity in heaven, to be present with us in our 

humanity, encourage us to live our lives for the joy of Creation. This we pray in the 

spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                     

Each of us have been engrafted into this body. May we be fed by the roots of our 

ancestors, and even more by God with us, Emmanuel. Brothers and Sisters believe the 

good news: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.   

RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING      Have Thine Own Way, Lord 

Have Thine own way, Lord, Have Thine own way; 
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me After Thy will, 
While I am waiting, Yielded and still. 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

ANTHEM                                   The First Noel - Piano Duet                                 Arr. J. Raney  

CHILDREN’S TIME 
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SCRIPTURE READING               Isaiah 61:1-11       

 
1The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on 
them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild 
the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined 
cities that have been devastated for generations. 5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 
foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 6 And you will be called priests of 
the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of 
nations, and in their riches you will boast. 7 Instead of your shame you will receive a 
double portion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you 
will inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours. 8 “For I, 
the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward 
my people and make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants will be 
known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will 
acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 10 I delight greatly in 
the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a 
priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout 
come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make 
righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.  

 

                                                         Luke 1:46-55 

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all 
generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to 
generation. 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who 
are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but 
has lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the 
rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

SERMON                                       Can We Have Joy?                                            Pastor Craig 
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HYMN                 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks          (verses 1-2)          117 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,                                                                                                                   

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around, and glory shone around.                                                                                                       

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind:                                                                                                                                                                                     

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and human kind, to you and human kind.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng                                                                                                                                                                                                 

of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song, addressed their joyful 

song:                                                                                                                                                                                                 

“All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

good will to all from highest heaven begin and never cease, begin and never cease!”                                                                                      

CALL FOR OFFERING 

OFFERTORY             Joy to the World w/Psalm 19 by Marcello            Arr. L. McKechnie 

                                         Jamie Reed - piano, Wes Moulton - organ 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                        606              

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

HYMN                                   Angels We Have Heard on High                   (verse 1)           113 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,                              

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  

 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!      

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                Masters in This Hall - Traditional French Carol           Arr. M. Hayes 

********** 
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HYMN SINGER                                                                                                    Linda Freeman 

                            All taped Worship Services are available for replay on the 

Special Video Worship Page.   

Please remember those currently or recently hospitalized:  
                 
Flowers given by: John & Ruth Dunham 
                                 Celebrating our 50th Wedding Anniversary 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Advent Taize: Wednesdays in December 

Advent is a time that prepares us for Christmas. To walk the journey of Advent, we are 

offering Taize’ worship services on Wednesdays in the month of December. Taize’ is a 

beautiful worship service in candlelight with scripture, prayer and music. Join us on 

December 16 and 23. The service can be viewed on our church website by 5 p.m.: 

https://www.valleypresbyterian.net/special-video-worship.html 

Stephen Ministry training classes will be held in person, January 8 through March 26 

providing COVID does not worsen! It is not too late to sign up for the 2021 class. Who 

cares? God cares. “We love because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) When have you been 

cared for in a special way? When did you care for someone and were surprised at how 

you were blessed? When you are hurting who do you go to? What can you do? We have 

many in our midst who need a listening ear and encouragement, but we need more 

Stephen Ministers. Please pray to discern if this is where you are being called to care. 

Contact Patti Bright, Recruiting Coordinator to schedule an interview at 305-3275 or 

ross.pattibright@gmail.com 

"Welcome Home for the Holidays" 

Dec. 20: 1:00 p.m., or 5:00 p.m. 

Please join us for a program of Classical, Midweek Favorites, and Holiday Music. This 
musical time together is sure to put you in a home, holiday, and joyful spirit! Please 
make reservations at jamie@valleypres.net  

https://www.valleypresbyterian.net/special-video-worship.html
https://www.valleypresbyterian.net/special-video-worship.html
mailto:ross.pattibright@gmail.com
mailto:jamie@valleypres.net
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Christmas Eve Services 
December 24  

 4:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 

You can register your attendance for our Christmas Eve services by emailing Pastor 
Diane at pastordiane@valleypres.net, or on the church’s website (on the home page, 

scroll down to “Christmas Eve Services”). 

 

 


