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November 8, 2020     The Sunday Before Veterans’ Day       

        

GREETING                                                                                                              Pastor Craig 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

PASSING OF PEACE, OUTPOURING OF THE WATER 

 L: The Peace of Christ be with you all 

 P: And also with you 

 

PRELUDE                       American Suite: Improvisation                                   C. Callahan 
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CALL TO WORSHIP                       Psalm 78:1-7                                    Pastor Diane   

O my people, listen to my teaching! Open your ears to what I am saying. For I will show 

you lessons from our history, stories handed down to us from former generations. I will 

reveal these truths to you so that you can describe these glorious deeds of Jehovah to 

your children, telling them about the mighty miracles he did. For he gave his laws to Israel, 

commanding our fathers to teach them to their children, so that they in turn could teach 

their children too. Thus God’s laws pass down from generation to generation. In this way 

each generation has been able to obey his laws and set its hope anew on God and not 

forget his glorious miracles.                                      

OPENING HYMN                     The Church’s One Foundation            (vs. 1, 2, 3)           321                                                                    

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.  

She is his new creation by water and the word. 

From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride. 

With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth,  

her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  

and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder, this world sees her oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?" 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

CALL TO PRAYER   

If we claim to have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

confessing our sins, God, who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. In humility and with faith let us confess our sin to God.                                                                                                           

                    

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Mighty and merciful God, you have called us to be your people, claiming us for the 

service of Jesus Christ. We confess that we have not lived up to our calling. We have 

been timid and frightened disciples, forgetful of your powerful presence and the 

strength of your Spirit among us. O God, forgive our foolish and divisive ways. As you 
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have chosen us, claimed us in our baptisms, now strengthen us anew to choose 

Christ’s way in this world. Give to us your Holy Spirit that each one in ministry may be 

provided all the gifts of grace needed to fulfill our common calling, through Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                 Greatorex 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen, Amen.       

ANTHEM                       Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons)      Myrin/Redman    arr: M. Kim                     

                                     Piano Duet - Jamie Reed, Wes Moulton 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,                                                                                

it’s time to sing Your song again.                                                                                    

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,                                                                        

let me be singing when the evening comes. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;                                                                                    
worship His holy name.                                                                                                              
Sing like never before, O my soul:                                                                                                   
I’ll worship Your holy name.                                                                                   

You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger;                                                                           
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind.                                                                                 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing                                                                                  
ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

And on that day when my strength is failing;                                                                           

the end draws near, and my time has come;                                                                           

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending                                                                                     

ten thousand years, and then forever more! 
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SCRIPTURE READINGS          Joshua 24:1-4, 14-29, Matthew 25:1-13 

24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the 
elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 
2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago 
your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the 
Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the 
land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many 
descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill 
country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt. 

Joshua 24:14-29 

14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But 
if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will 
serve the LORD.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods! 17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up 
out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. 
He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we 
traveled. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who 
lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 19 Joshua said to the 
people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will 
not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, 
he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to 
you.” 21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said, 
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.” “Yes, we 
are witnesses,” they replied. 23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign 
gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 And the 
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people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 25 On that day 
Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them 
decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of 
God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of 
the LORD. 27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has 
heard all the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are 
untrue to your God.” 28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 
29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a 
hundred and ten. 

                                                                           Matthew 25:1-13 

25 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The 
foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, 
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry rang out: 
‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 “Then all the virgins woke up and 
trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our 
lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were 
on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in 
with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. 
‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t 
know you.’ 13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

SERMON                                    The Danger of Normalcy                              Pastor Craig 

 

HYMN                                         Eternal Father, Strong to Save                            (vs. 1, 4)    8 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave,                         

who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep:                                         

O hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

O Trinity of love and power, all travelers guard in danger’s hour;                                     

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe’er they go;                       

thus evermore shall rise to thee glad praise from air and land and sea. 
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CALL FOR OFFERING               Acts 4:32-37 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the 

apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 

so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 

from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from 

the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 

encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 

apostles’ feet. 

OFFERTORY                        for the Recording 

         The Star-Spangled Banner   J.S. Smith, F.S. Key/Arr. J. Reed 

                   Trio: Jenna Meadows, Camryn Elias, Tony Moreno 

                                                …………………. 

                                                for Sunday Service 

                            Chorale and Fantasy on “The Star-Spangled Banner   

                 The Star-Spangled Banner   J.S. Smith, F.S. Key/Arr. J. Reed          

DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

HYMN                              O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                                          338 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,                                                                                                              

for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,                                                                                                        

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!                                                                                            

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,                                                                      

who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!                                                

America! America! God mend thine every flaw;                                                                    

confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law!                                                                                                                                     

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     Make Me a Channel of Your Peace             753  

Make me a channel of your peace.                                                                                               

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,                                                                                        

in giving of ourselves that we receive,                                                                                          

and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

O, Master, grant that I may never seek                                                                                        

so much to be consoled as to console,                                                                                           

to be understood as to understand,                                                                                                

to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

Make me a channel of your peace.                                                                                               

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,                                                                                        

in giving of ourselves that we receive,                                                                                        

and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

POSTLUDE                         A Patriotic Suite: IV Recessional                            C. Callahan                                                       

                                                   Hymn Singer – Peggi Briggs (Sunday Morning) 

All taped Worship Services are available for replay on the 

                                                            Special Video Worship Page.          

Please remember those currently or recently hospitalized:  

                                   Anne Tate 

Flowers given by:  Bob & Mary Lillie 
                                  In Honor of our Children 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.valleypresbyterian.net/special-video-worship.html
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Announcements 
 
Congregational Meeting: OnNovember 15, there will be a Congregational Meeting 
immediately following worship recommended by the Nominating Committee to elect 
the following Elders and Deacons for 2021: 
 
ELDERS: Judy Aguayo, Jim Rusk, Bill Streng, Rudy Sweisfurth 

DEACONS: John Bentley, Ron Darrah, Sherry Darrah, Sue Horton, Trudy O'Leary 

Nominating Committee:  Jim Nelson, Eloise Fredrickson 

Christmas Shoeboxes: On Sunday, November 8, 2020, Christmas shoeboxes are 
available for pick up at the table located inside the doorway to Charter Hall.  Shoeboxes 
are also available at the church office until November 12, 2020, during office hours only. 
 
Pick up a shoebox for a boy or girl, ages 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14.  There are instructions inside 
each shoebox showing how to fill it. Also included in the shoebox is a list of items that 
can't be included in the shoebox. 
  
All shoeboxes are distributed to needy children in more than 100 countries.  Before 
distribution all the shoeboxes will include literature stating God loves them, He has not 
forgotten them, and He cares for them. Don't you want to put a smile on a child's face 
when they receive your shoebox? 
 
 
 
 
                                  


