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December 7, 2025 

2nd Sunday of Advent: PEACE 

Sacrament of Communion  
 

  
PRELUDE                      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel               S.C. Chapman 
                                   Jazmine Gomez, Vocalist 
                                                                                                                              
OUTPOURING OF WATERS, PASSING CHRIST PEACE,                                           
RINGING BOWL FOR THE TRINITY      Pastor Craig Lindsey  
 
ADVENT CHORAL INTROIT 
Come to us, O Counselor. 
Bind each battered, broken heart.  
Steady every stumbling step; 
Heal each life that's torn apart. 
Come, as the prophets did foretell: 
God with us, Emmanuel. 
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THE LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE                                         Marcia MacDonald 
In days of old, once the harvest had been gathered in, all the house 
even the hearth was cleaned. Before lighting the community’s fire, 
essential for warmth, safety, cooking, gathering and light; they joined 
together to kindle the light from which all other fires would be started. 
First, they kindled a candle for HOPE, that in their deepest darkness 
and despair GOD would send the Messiah to come, that all humanity 
would come to have HOPE anew. Next the community of faith 
gathered to light a candle for PEACE. In the beginning GOD created 
PEACE to balance and illuminate everything in the shadows of 
darkness and fear. The sun to rule the day, the moon and stars to 
watch over the night in CHRIST’s PEACE. 
 
OPENING HYMN                   Creator of the Stars of Night                             84 
                     
CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                                   
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, calf and lion and fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. Nation shall beat swords into plowshares, spears into pruning 
hooks, in order that Nation shall not lift sword against Nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                              From Isaiah 11: 1-11 
A shoot shall come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him – the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
power, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD. He will not 
judge by what the eye sees, nor decide by what the ear hears; but 
with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice giving 
decisions for the poor. The wolf will lie with the lamb, the 
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leopard lie with the goat, calf and lion and yearling together, and 
a little child will lead them. They will neither harm nor destroy on 
all my holy mountain, for the Earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Messiah 
will stand as a banner for the peoples, all nations will rally to 
him, and his house will be glorious. In that day the LORD will 
reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is 
left of GOD’s people. (Silent Prayer) AMEN 

 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
There will be established a highway for the remnant of GOD’s 
peoples dispersed by Assyria and Babylon and all conquering 
nations, a way through the wilderness as there was for Israel when 
they came up from Egypt. Brothers and sisters, believe the good 
news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE                                                                                            
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!    
 
ANTHEM              Rise Up, Shepherd, And Follow!     Arr. M. Hayes 
There's a star in the East on Christmas morn; 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
It will lead to the place where the Savior's born; 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
 
Leave your sheep and leave your lambs; 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
Leave your ewes and leave your rams; 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
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Follow! Follow!  
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
Follow the star of Bethlehem; 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow! 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                      Matthew 3: 1-12 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”  This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

  
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.  People went 
out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 
Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God 
can raise up children for Abraham.  The ax is already at the root of 
the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
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carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 
wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.” 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord 
P: Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON:                                                        “WHAT IS PEACE?”   
 
HYMN     On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                               96 
                                                   (verses 1, 2 and 4) 
  

 CALL FOR OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY                En La Tomenta from “El Medico”               L. Macias 
                                       Jazmine Gomez, Vocalist 
 English Translation as sung by Mary:                                                          
Fear - I must do it without showing fear. 
I feel there are moments when love 
Puts your courage to the test. 
I stand in the middle of the storm. 
The darkness is so intense. 
There will be a light after the tempest. 
                                                                                              
*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship 
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.  
 

** If you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card in 
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box in 
the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer 
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.  
 
 
 



 

6 

 DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                         606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
   

The Invitation  
 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Sung) 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  
                hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
          and forgive us our debts,  
          as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
          but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
          and the glory, forever. Amen.     

  
The Words of Institution 
  
 Distribution of the Elements 

 (Please hold your elements so all may receive together) 
 
HYMN                         O Little Town of Bethlehem                                    121 
                                               (verses 1, 3 and 4) 
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CHARGE (in unison) 
Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted. 
Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love the Lord, 
your God, this day and forever more. 

BENEDICTION 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                     Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains; 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis! Gloria in excelsis! 
 
POSTLUDE                         Ding Dong! Merrily on High           Arr. M. Hayes 
   
                           All those who are able, please stand 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

All Worship Services are available for replay on our website. 
www.valleypres.net 

 
FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Dale and Jana Honermann, 
in memory of my sister, Leanne Bartels.  

THE ROSES ON THE BAPTISMAL FONT IN MEMORY OF: Lois Necholson and 
Ron Bell. 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY, PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS ON THE 
CART OUTSIDE THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Deb Jones, and 
Annie Stitt.  

 

http://www.valleypres.net/
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INQUIRERS CLASS— Today at 11:00 a.m. in classroom 5. Come join 
Pastor Craig to learn about Valley Presbyterian Church and how to 
become a member or an affiliate. 

NOGALES CROSSROADS CHRISTMAS PARTY – Please visit Steve Hart at 
the Crossroads table today, where he will be collecting donations 
for Hams and Christmas presents for the children. He will also be 
signing up volunteers to help serve on December 13. 

WOMEN’S GATHERING LUNCHEON – Thursday, December 18th. 
“Bringing Christmas Joy” to the residents, at Canyon Valley Memory 
Care. We will be wrapping presents and singing Christmas Carols. 
Bring your favorite holiday dish to share. Donations will be accepted 
to help pay for the residents Christmas Gifts.  

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who 
have Parkinson’s.  
 
 BIBLE REFLECTIONS BIBLE STUDY—Bible Reflections Mondays, at 1:00 
p.m. in Classroom 5. 
  
CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
This 30-minute exercise program is for health, stress and balance.  
 
YOGA WITH JOSIE – Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall, $5.00.  
 
JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL – Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet 
Family Room.  
 
LINE DANCING WITH STEVE – Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners 
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners open to 
all.  
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CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 
HANDBELLS REHEARSAL—Wednesdays at 2:15 p.m. in the Sweet       
Family Room. 
 
 CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  
 
ADVENT SERVICE – Wednesdays, December 10 and 17, Eloise 
Fredrickson & Linda Piotrowski have created a special three-week 
Advent program to be shared at 5:00 p.m. in the Spiritual Life Center 
followed by a simple meal.  
 
THE CHOSEN THURSDAYS AT 2:00 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER - In 
this Thursday's class (Dec 11), we watch a Chosen Christmas 
episode: the birth of Jesus through the eyes of Mary and Joseph.  
 
WRITE WHERE YOUR ARE – A writing class, Fridays December 12, in 
classroom 5. Facilitated by Linda Piotrowski.   
 
 MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS – The Christmas Tenors, Saturday, 
December 20, at 2:00 p.m. Come and hear all your favorite 
Christmas tunes. “Pay what you can” at the door.  
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WELCOME to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living 
 waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.  
 VISITORS: Consider yourself at home while you are here!  Please     
enjoy a cup of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the       
Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after the church worship 
service. You can pick up a Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's 
Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more 
information about us, visit us at   valleypres.net where you can sign 
up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.   

 Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend Sunday 
School after Children’s Time. 

 We are glad you have joined us today. 

http://valleypres.net/
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