Valley Presbyterian Church

(LISA)

Oasis of Grace

December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Worship of God

PRELUDE What Child is This Arr. T. Wilhelmi

CHRIST’S LIGHT ENTERING INTO THE WORLD Pastor Craig
ADVENT CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the days when Caesar Augustus issued a decree All the World
should be enrolled, here in what would become Green Valley, the
Pima, Hohokam and Tohono O’odham peoples worshipped GOD.
After them, the Conquistadors, Missionaries, Banditos &
Prospectors; then flags of Spain, Mexico, the Confederacy, the
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United States and the State of Arizona each flew over this land. As
recently as the 1960s and 70s a new breed, the “Snowbird Retirees”
migrated to settle in this place to live and worship GOD through
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

¢ HYMN Joy to the World 134

ISAIAH’S PROPHECY Isaiah 8: 19-9-7
When people tell you to consult Mediums and Spiritualists, who
whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their GOD? Why
consultthe dead, on behalf of the living? To the LAW and TESTIMONY!
If they do not speak according to this Word, they have no Light.
Distressed and hungry, they roam the land; when they are famished,
they willbecome enraged looking upward, will curse their leaders and
GOD. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and
darkness and fearful gloom. They will thrustinto utter darkness. Inthe
past, GOD humbled the land, but in the future, God will honor Galilee
of the Gentiles, the way of the sea, along the Jordan. The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land
of the shadow of death a light has dawned. GOD has enlarged the
nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people
rejoice in the harvest, as they rejoice when dividing the plunder. For
in the day of the enemy’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle, every garment rolled in
blood, will be destined as fuel for the fire. For unto us a child is born,
to us a Son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulders.
He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace,
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s Throne and over his
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kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time onward and forever more. Zeal of the
LORD will accomplish this.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
For GOD so loved the world, that GOD gave GOD’s only begotten

son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have
everlasting life. Brothers and sisters, believe the good news: In Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven.

HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful 133
ANTHEM The Star of Hope Arises M. McDonald

The star of hope arises, burning clear and bright;
Wondrous inits radiance, blazing through the night.
Every shadow cancelled by the heavenly light.

The star of hope arises. Glorious is the sight!

Gloria to the newborn King!
"Gloria!" the angels sing!

The star of hope arises. The world will see her King!
The baby in a manger with gifts the Magi bring.
Glory in the heavens, Emmanuel has come!

The star of hope arises. Behold the Promised One!

Gloria! In excelsis Deo!
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SCRIPTURE Luke 2: 1-18

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And
everyone went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for
them.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
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So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.

L: This is the Word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON: “WHAT WiLL WE D0?”
$HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory 143

CALL FOR OFFERING

OFFERTORY O Holy Night! with Gesu Bambino A. Adam/
Arr. L. McKechnie

*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.

**[f you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card in
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box in
the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.

$DoXoLOGY 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
The Invitation

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Sung)

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements

(Please hold your elements so all may receive together)

$HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night! 122

CHARGE (IN UNISON)

Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted.
Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love the Lord,
your God, this day and forever more.

BENEDICTION



Valley Presbyterian Church
Oasis of Grace

¢ POSTLUDE Come All “YE Shepherds Arr. Rogers

¢ All those who are able, please stand
All Worship Services are available for replay on our website.
www.valleypres.net

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people
who have Parkinson’s.

MissION QUILTERS - Monday, December 29" at 9:30a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

CARDIO DRUMMING - Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room.
All are welcome.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE—Tuesdays at 2:15 pm in the Sweet
Family Room.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE—Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners, open to

all.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER - Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY - 3:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.


http://www.valleypres.net/
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WELCOME to all who enter this place. Drink deeply of the living
waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.

VISITORS: Consider yourself at home while you are here! Please
enjoy a cup of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the
Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after the church worship

service. You can pick up a Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's
Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more
information about us, visit us at valleypres.net where you can sign
up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.

Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend Sunday
School after Children’s Time.

We are glad you have joined us today.
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