
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 21, 2025 
4TH  SUNDAY IN ADVENT: JOY 

 
PRELUDE    Joy to the World! With Psalm 19 by Marcello    
                                                                                 G.F. Handel/Arr. L. McKechnie 
                   
OUTPOURING OF THE WATERS, PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST, TRINITY 
RINGING                               Pastor Craig Linsdey 
 
ADVENT CHORAL INTROIT  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                                         Rudy Sweisfurth 
The flames of HOPE, PEACE and LOVE of GOD ablaze, our hearts 
and our community are filled with JOY. JOY not at amusement, not 
over presents and prosperity, though we have all of these in 
abundance. JOY that Christ is coming for GOD to be free in our lives! 
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OPENING HYMN                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       88 
                                             (verses 1, 2 and 7) 
 
CALL TO PRAYER                                                                                 Isaiah 7: 10-15 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your GOD for a sign, 
whether from the deepest depths or the highest heights.” But the 
King said, “I will not put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, 
“Hear now, you House of David! Is it not enough to try the patience 
of your people? Will you try the patience of GOD also? Therefore, the 
LORD himself will give you a sign: The Virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son and he shall be called Immanuel. He will eat curds and 
honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the 
right.” 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                              
There is a time to be born and a time to die, a time for every 
purpose under heaven. And this is a time to be born, so we turn 
to you, GOD of our life, GOD of all our years, God of our beginning 
GENESIS, our times are in your hand. Hear us as we pray: for 
those of us too much into obedience, birth us to the freedom of 
the gospel. For those of us too much into self-indulgence, birth 
us to discipleship in your ministry. For those too much into 
cynicism, birth us to the innocence of the Christ child. For those 
too much into cowardice, birth us to the courage to stand before 
princes and powers. For those too much into guilt, birth us into 
forgiveness in your generosity. For those too much into despair, 
birth us into the promise to your people. For those of us too 
much into control, birth us into the vulnerability of the Cross. 
Give us the power to be receptive, to take the newness you give, 
to move from womb warmth to real life. We make this prayer not 
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only for ourselves, but for the Church at the edge of life, for the 
city waiting for newness, for your whole creation, with which we 
yearn in eager longing. There is a time to be born and it is coming 
now! We sense the pangs and groans of your newness. Come to 
us Emmanuel.  (Silent Prayer) AMEN   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                          
 Joy to the world, the LORD is come! Let earth receive her King; let 
every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing. Brothers 
and sisters, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  
RESPONSE OF PRAISE   113     
                                     Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
ANTHEM                                     Glad Tidings of Joy                                M. Hayes 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
We bring glad tidings to all people this day. 
We bring glad tiding of great joy. 
We bring a message of peace and light. 
This is the season of joy! 
Joy to the world, for the Lord has come; 
Let earth receive her newborn King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
We celebrate with the angels on high 
Who sang announcing His birth. 
We celebrate that a Savior is born  
Who brings us peace to the earth. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
We bring you great joy!  
We bring you tidings, a reason to rejoice! 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                                     Sophia Jones 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                   35 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE                                                                            Matthew 1: 18-25                                                                                   
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 
yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he did not 
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consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord                                                                        
P: Thanks be to God 

SERMON:                                                      “CHOOSING JOY” 
 
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF TWO DEACON’S              
Linda Piotrowski and Debbie Williams         
 
HYMN                           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                119 
  
CALL FOR OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY             The Lord Bless You and Keep You                      P. Lutkin 
The Lord bless you and keep you,                                                                                  
The Lord lift his countenance upon you; 
And give you peace, 
The Lord make his fact to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, 
The Lord be gracious unto you. 
Amen 
                                      
*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship 
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.  
 
** If you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card in 
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box in 
the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer 
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.  
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 DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                    606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
HYMN                                        The First Nowell                                                       147 
 
 CHARGE (In Unison) 
Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted.       
Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love the Lord, 
your God, this day and forever more.  
  
BENEDICTION 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     Angels We Have Heard on High               
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains; 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis! Gloria in excelsis!  
  
  POSTLUDE              Sing We Now of Christmas               Arr. M. Gaspard 
 
                           All those who are able, please stand 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

All Worship Services are available for replay on our website. 
www.valleypres.net 

 
 
 

http://www.valleypres.net/
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Thank you for your donations to the YOTO MINI-MALL today.  Our 
bin is in Charter Hall just outside The Spiritual Life Center. 

  
POINSETTIAS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY:  

Carol Gunnemann In memory of Norman Tenbrink. 
Connie Jarvis  
Kylene Joplin In memory of her sister Carol and 

Husband Jimmie. 
Mike and Kay Brouwer In memory of their parents 
John and Clair Howell In memory of their parents 
Donaldina Joung  
Bernie and Don Nicholson In memory of our parents 
Jim and Kathy Rusk In honor of family and friends 
Linda Jorn In honor of Joan Little 
Dick and Marilyn Barney  
Maria Ramirez In memory of Panni and Princess 
Joan Bolin In memory of Dick Bolin 
Geneva Halliday  
Kristine Sells In loving memory of Chuck 
Barb Verduin  
Ron and Ann Erickson  
Gary and Sandy Heintz In memory of Gary’s parents John and 

Jean Heintz 
Joe and Lesley Bruce In honor of Children, Grandchildren, 

and Great Grandchildren 
Ed and Nancy Storey  

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB:  
 
PLEASE JOIN US THIS EVENING AT 4:00 P.M. FOR THE LONGEST NIGHT 
SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER.  
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PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and   
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people 
who have Parkinson’s.  
  
BIBLE REFLECTIONS BIBLE STUDY—Bible Reflections Monday, at 1:00 
p.m. in Classroom 5. 
 
CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
  
PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room.  
All are welcome. 
  
LINE DANCING  WITH STEVE—Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners 
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners, open to 
all.  
  
CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 
CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 5:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WITH COMMUNION  - Wednesday, 
December 24 in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  
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WELCOME to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living 
 waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.  
 VISITORS: Consider yourself at home while you are here!  Please     
enjoy a cup of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the       
Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after the church worship 
service. You can pick up a Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's 
Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more 
information about us, visit us at   valleypres.net where you can sign 
up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.   

 Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend Sunday 
School after Children’s Time. 

 We are glad you have joined us today. 

http://valleypres.net/
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