Valley Presbyterian Church
Oasis of Grace

December 14, 2025
3%° SUNDAY IN ADVENT

PRELUDE Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne Arr. D. Wagner

OUTPOURING OF THE WATERS, PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST, TRINITY
RINGING Pastor Craig Linsdey

ADVENT CHORAL INTROIT

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Kurt Hargleroad
With the kindling of the flame of HOPE, and the fire of PEACE
burning brightly, the community of faith focuses on the LOVE of
GOD. A love which is not earned or purchased, love which comes in
response to human need.

¢ OPENING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City 140
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION Luke 1: 46-55
Our souls magnify the LORD, and our spirits rejoice in GOD our

Savior, for GOD has been mindful of the humble state of his
servants. From now on all generations shall call us “blessed”, for
the Mighty One has done great things for us — holy is his name.
God’s mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to
generation. The LORD has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
the Savior has scattered those who are proud in the imagination
of their hearts. The Messiah has filled the hungry with good
things and sent the self-satisfied away empty. God has helped
his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and
his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers. (Silent
Prayer) AMEN

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GOD so loved the world, GOD gave GOD'’s only begotten child, that
whosoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have everlasting
life. Brothers and sisters, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven!

9 RESPONSE OF PRAISE 113
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

ANTHEM Who Would Think That What Was Needed
J. Bell/Arr. ). Reed
Who would think that what was needed
To transform and save the earth
Might not be a plan or army,
Proud in purpose, proved in worth?
Who would think, despite derision,
That a child should lead the way?
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God surprises earth with heaven,
Coming here on Christmas Day.

Shepherds watch and wisemen wonder;
Monarchs scorn and angels sing;

Such a place as none would reckon
Hosts a holy helpless thing.

Stable beasts and bypassed strangers
Watch a baby laid in hay?

God surprises earth with heaven,
Coming here on Christmas Day.

Centuries of skill and science

Span the past from which we move,
Yet experience questions whether,
With such progress, we improve.
While the human lot we ponder,
Lest our hopes and humor fray,
God surprises earth with heaven,
Coming here on Christmas Day.

CHILDREN’S TIME

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 35
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE Isaiah 35: 1-10
The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;
say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

And a highway will be there;
it will be called the Way of Holiness;
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it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;

wicked fools will not go about on it.
No lion will be there,

nor any ravenous beast;

they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,

and those the LORD has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;

everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,

and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

L: This is the Word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON: “WHAT GooD IS LOVE?”

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

$HYMN What Child Is This 145
CALL FOR OFFERING

OFFERTORY O Little Town of Bethlehem with “Reverie” By Debussy
Arr. L. McKechnie

*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.

**If you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card in
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the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box in
the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.

$DoxoLoGY 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

¢ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
$HYMN O Lord, How Shall | Meet You 104

CHARGE (In Unison)

Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted.
Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love the Lord,
your God, this day and forever more.

BENEDICTION

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains;
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis! Gloria in excelsis!

¢ POSTLUDE Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella Arr. S. Rogers
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¢ All those who are able, please stand
All Worship Services are available for replay on our website.
www.valleypres.net

THIS SUNDAY IS NOGALES CROSSROADS SUNDAY, PLEASE LEAVE DONATED
ITEMS ON THE TABLE NEXT TO THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Bob and Mary Lillie, in loving
memory of our Grandson, Mark Justus Lillie.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB:

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people
who have Parkinson’s.

MisSION QUILTERS—Monday, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

BiBLE REFLECTIONS BIBLE STUDY—Bible Reflections will return
Mondays, at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING — Monday, 5-7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
CARDIO DRUMMING - Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room.
All are welcome.

YOGA WITH JOSIE - Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall.


http://www.valleypres.net/
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LINE DANCING WITH STEVE—Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners+, open
to all.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE—Tuesdays at 2:15 pm in the Sweet
Family Room.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in Classroom 1.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER - Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

VALLEY RINGERS REHEARSAL—\Wednesdays at 2:15 p.m. in the Sweet
Family Room.

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY — 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

ADVENT SERVICE AND SIMPLE DINNER - Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. in the
Spiritual Life Center, and Fellowship Hall.

MuUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS THE CHRISTMAS TENORS, Saturday,
December 20th at 2:00 p.m. “Pay What You Can” at the Door. Treat
yourself to an afternoon of gentle harmonies and soaring, powerful
melodies as the Christmas Tenors take you on a round-the-world
musical journey filled with Christmas Classics.
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VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line ".Fiewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / ".Fiewing

As of November 2025 Thruugh Week 49 {12-07-2025)
Monthly Gi".l'ir'lg Support 3 70,494 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 266
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2025 Attendance Sanctuary 11,764
YTD Gi".l'ir'lg Support 688,205 |WeeklyViewing On-Line 88
YTD Giving Budget 687,500 |¥TD 2025 Viewing On-Line 4850

3. Ginader - VPC treasurer - steveginaden@gmail.com - 952-687-1878 2025 Per Capita iz $48.50 per member

WELCOME to all who enter this place. Drink deeply of the living
waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.

VIsITORS: Consider yourself at home while you are here! Please
enjoy a cup of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the
Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after the church worship

service. You can pick up a Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's
Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more
information about us, visit us at valleypres.net where you can sign
up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.

Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend Sunday
School after Children’s Time.

We are glad you have joined us today.
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2800 S. Camino del Sol - m €
Green Valley, AZ 85622
Telephone: (520) 625-5023

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net
Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net

We are a Stephen Ministry Church

REV. DR. CRAIG LINDSEY, Head of Staft
JAMIE REED, Director of Music

JAN BRACHEL, Organist/Accompanist
Rev. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emerita
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus
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