
November 30, 2025  
First Sunday in Advent 

 
PRELUDE                                   Carol of the Bells                M. Leontovych 
                    Ellen Entwistle, Flute 
       Pam Coggins, Oboe 
 
POURING OUT THE OF WATERS, PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST,  
TRINITY RINGING                                                  Pastor Diane Christopher 
 

  Advent Choral Introit 
Come to Us, O Promised One. 
Fill our emptiness with love. 
Whisper to our longing hearts  
Your words of hope from up above. 
Come, as the prophets did foretell: 
God with us, Emmanuel. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Lighting of the Hope Candle   Rudy Sweisfurth 
We gather around the Advent wreath in anticipation of the  
coming of the Christ child. Let us open our hearts to this time of 
holy waiting. Today we light the first candle, the Candle of Hope. 
In our times of deepest darkness and despair, Christ came that 
we might have hope.  
 

The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: "And again Isaiah says, 
'The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the  
nations; in him the Gentiles shall hope.' May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."   

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Deb Jones. 
PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and   
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for             
people who have Parkinson’s.  
 

MISSION QUILTERS—Monday , at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

BIBLE REFLECTIONS BIBLE STUDY—Bible Reflections  will return   
Monday, December 8, at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.   
 

AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING—Monday, 5-7pm in Fellowship Hall 
 

CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family 
Room.  All are welcome. 
 

YOGA WITH JOSIE—Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 

LINE DANCING  WITH STEVE—Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners 
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners + 
open to all.  
 

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE—Tuesdays at 2:15 pm in the Sweet  
Family Room. 
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  - Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in Classroom 1. 
 

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
and Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.   
 

VALLEY RINGERS REHEARSAL on Wednesday, 2:15-3:15 p.m. in the  
Sweet Family Room. 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m.– 5:00 p.m. in the                    
Sanctuary. 
 

Advent Service & Simple Dinner—Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.  
Spiritual Life Center, and Fellowship Hall. 
 
THE CHOSEN THURSDAYS AT 2:00 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE                  
CENTER—  In this Thursday's class (Dec 4), we watch a  
Chosen Christmas episode: the birth of Jesus from the  
viewpoint of the shepherds.  
 

WRITE WHERE YOUR ARE – Returns Friday December 5 and 12 in 
classroom 5. Class is limited to 10 people,    Facilitated by Linda 
Piotrowski, giraffe109@gmail.com. 
 

Welcome to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living 

 waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.  
 
Visitors: Consider yourself at home while you are here!  Please  enjoy a cup 
of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the Visitor’s Table in Fellow-
ship Hall after the church worship service. You can pick up a        Visitor’s 
Information Packet at the Visitor's Table or the Welcome      Centers. If you 
would like to receive more information about us, visit us at  valleypres.net 
where you can sign up for our  daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.   
 
Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend  
Sunday School after Children’s Time. 
 
We are glad you have joined us today. 

SUPPER CLUSTERS—A new Supper Cluster will begin January 2026, 
and it’s time to sign-up if you want to be part of one of these groups. 
Sign-up Sunday during Fellowship at the Supper  
Cluster table. 
 
CASA VIDA  NUEVA PARA NINOS A.C. “HOME FOR CHILDREN” -                 
December 13 is the Christmas visit to the home in Nogales MX.  
Reed Olsen will be set up in the Charter Hall  today after Worship to 
collect  donations for their Christmas Gifts.  
 
INQUIRIES CLASS— Sunday, December 7, at 11:00 a.m. in classroom 
1. Come join Pastor Craig to learn about  VPC  and how to become a 
member or an affiliate.  
 
Music in the Valley Presents the  Christmas Tenors, Saturday,  
December 20th at 2:00 p.m.  “Pay What You Can” at the Door.  Treat 
yourself to an afternoon of gentle harmonies and soaring, powerful 
melodies as the Christmas Tenors take you on a round-the-world 
musical journey filled with Christmas Classics. 

mailto:giraffe109@gmail.com
http://valleypres.net


All:  Let us open our hearts to Christ, in whom all things are 
possible, as we light the flame of hope. 
 
OPENING HYMN             Come Thou Long Expected Jesus              82 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Advent is a season of waiting — a waiting that is anything but  
passive. As we prepare to make room for Christ to dwell within 
us, we acknowledge our own sin, which stands in the way of  
living the fullness of life God promises in Christ. Let us be truthful 
with God, in the presence of one another. Let us give God the gift 
of our honest and humble confession. 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                              
L: Holy God of Promise, we so often place our trust in the things 
we can see, touch and easily believe. But you did not ask us to 
believe what is easy, you have asked us to believe what is true! 
 
All: Forgive us, Holy One, when we doubt the ways you work. 
Forgive us when we find it hard to believe an ancient story. 
Forgive us when we question how you chose to enter the 
world, born as one of us. Forgive our lack of faith and belief in 
ways which seem so impossible to believe. Help us to look in 
faith, open our belief, and set aside our doubts that you sent 
your Son, born of a virgin — the One who has come to set us 
all free. (Silent Prayers)  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                   
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. Cast out our 
sin and enter in, be born in us today. As we wait for Christmas, 
we know that Christ has already come into our world and lives, 
has already been born in us. Friends, believe the Good News of 
the Gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE                    113 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
 
ANTHEM            Come to Us, O Promised One                          L. Larson  
 Come to Us, O Promised One. 
Fill our emptiness with love. 
Whisper to our longing hearts  
Your words of hope from up above. 
Come, as the prophets did foretell: 
God with us, Emmanuel. 
 

Come to us, O Counselor.  
Bind each battered, broken heart. 
Steady every stumbling step; 
Heal each life that's torn apart. 
Come, as the prophets did foretell: 
God with us, Emmanuel. 

Come to us, O Prince of Peace. 
Save us from our endless strife. 
Teach us how to walk in love; 
Lead us to abundant life. 
 

Come to us, O Mighty God. 
Come in love to save us all. 
Wrap Your strenth in tenderness; 
Lift us up each time we fall. 
Come, as the prophets did foretell: 
God with us, Emmanuel. 
                                                                                                     

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in Heaven hallowed be Thy name, Thy         
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                           Colossians 1: 15-20 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all  
creation.  For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.  
 

L:This is the Word of the Lord 
P:Thanks be to God 
  
SERMON:                                           “WHAT IS HE?” 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed                 35 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN                           While We Are Waiting, Come                               92 
                                                            
CALL FOR OFFERING 
  
OFFERTORY         Joy to the World with Ode to Joy        Arr. G. Lanier  
                                               Ellen Entwistle, Flute 
                                               Pam Coggins, Oboe 
 
*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship 
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.  
 
** If you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card 
in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box 
in the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer            
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.  
 
DOXOLOGY                                                                                                         606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
HYMN               My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout                      100 
                                                 
CHARGE (In Unison) 
Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is 
good. Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint    
hearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love 
the Lord, your God, this day and forever more.  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      As with Gladness Men of Old      150 
                                                                     (verse 4) 
 
Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.  
 
POSTLUDE               Let All Things Now Living                             G. Martin 
    

        All those who are able, please stand 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

All Worship Services are available for replay on our website.   

www.valleypres.net 
 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY:  Jim and Sue Luhring in 
Celebration of our 55th Wedding Anniversary. 

http://www.valleypres.net

