Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, everything we have rests finally in your care.
Receive these gifts and use them beyond what we can imagine; to heal, to

welcome, to feed, to encourage, and to make your love visible. And receive
us as well, that our lives may become part of your work in the world. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN Come! Live in the Light!/We Are Called 749

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

L. Go into this week with your eyes open. Turn aside long enough to notice.
The ground beneath your feet may be holier than you think. And when Christ
calls you toward a road you did not expect, remember the promise given to
Moses:

P. “I will be with you.”

L. So go in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, this day and forever.
And all God’s children said

P: AMEN!

*POSTLUDE A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Arr. D. Bish

(*- If able, please stand)

Worship doesn’t end at the doors. It continues wherever you go, because
the God we met here today is already present in the ordinary moments of
our lives.

If today’s service speaks to you, you can share it or revisit it anytime at

valleypres.net

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: John and Sandy Green, Celebrating
their 60th Wedding Anniversary.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Monte Crook.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY—Tuesdays, starting at noon for Beginners,

1:00 p.m. for Advanced Beginners and 2:00 p.m. for Advanced in the Fellowship Hall.

UNNAMED WOMEN OF THE BIBLE — Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. in room 5. Join us in person or
by Zoom. This class is facilitated by Cheryl Conner. Previous classes are available on

valleypres.net

JOYFUL SPIRT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Will skip rehearsal Tuesday, September 1.
Rehearsal will resume, Tuesday, September 8, 2:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

THE CHOSEN RETURNS THURSDAY—September 3, 2 p.m. in the Spiritual Life Center. All are

invited to view and experience this TV streaming series about the life of Jesus and
people's reactions around him.

WRITE WHERE YOU ARE: WRITING AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE — September 18 -October 16.

1-2:30 p.m. in Classroom 5. Together we will explore our sense of self, our world, and

God in this fall season of gathering and letting go. Facilitated by Linda Piotrowski.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF—Mondays and Thursdays, October 529 in the Sweet Family
Room, at 1:00 p.m. with carolyn Hill and Deb Jones. Email: vpc-ofice@valleypres.net or
call: (520)625-5023.

Please recycle your bulletin in the blue bins.

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of July 31, 2026 Through Week 34 (08-23-2028)
Monthly Giving Support 4 40,703 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 164
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 8,609
¥TD Giving Support 465,091 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 82|
YTD Giving Budget 437,500 IYTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 3,317

8. Ginader - VPC treasurer - steveginaden@gmail.com - 952-687-1875 2026 Per Capita is §43.890 per member

WELCOME TO VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

We are glad you are here. Set against the beauty of the Santa Rita Mountains,
Valley Presbyterian Church is a place where people come to worship, to heal, to
reconnect, and to remember they do not walk through life alone. Some arrive here
with deep faith. Some arrive carrying questions. Some simply come looking for
peace. Wherever you are on the journey, you are welcome in this place. We believe
God meets people in everyday life, in friendship, in prayer, in laughter, in

service, in music, and in the quiet moments when the soul finally slows down
enough to listen. So, take a breath. Rest for a while. Let the noise of the world fade
for just a moment. There is grace here. There is room for you here.

VISITORS: Please consider yourself at home while you are with us today. Visitor
Information Packets are available at the Visitor’s Table and Welcome Centers. You
may also fill out the welcome card if you would like someone to reach out to you.
You can learn more about the life and ministry of Valley Presbyterian Church at
valleypres.net, where you can sign up for our daily Eblast reflections and monthly
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Oasis of Grace

August 30, 2026
9:30. a.m.

Sermon:

OLD TESTAMENT:

Exodus 3: 1-15

\  GOSPEL:
Matthew 16:21-2

~

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE Fairest Lord Jesus

Arr. D. Wagner

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*As we gather for worship, we invite you to sign the Friendship pad in your
pews. This simple act helps us to strengthen our connection, care for one
another, and to welcome those who are joining us today.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY RINGING

LET US PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO WORSHIP GOD

CALL TO WORSHIP

Bud Landry

L: God meets us in places we did not expect.

P: In ordinary places, God makes holy ground.

L: Christ calls us along roads we may not have chosen.
P: Yet we do not walk them alone.

L: The God who called Moses still calls.

P: The Christ who called the disciples still calls us.

L: Come, let us turn aside and pay attention.

P: For God is here. Let us worship God!

*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 12



PRAYER OF ADORATION

Holy and gracious God, you meet your people in wilderness places, beside
burning bushes, along unexpected roads, and in the ordinary moments of
our lives. You call us by name, you know our fears, and still you invite us to
follow. Open our eyes to your presence among us. Quiet what distracts us.
Give us courage to trust you, and teach us again that wherever you are, the
ground beneath us is holy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION
We often look for God somewhere else while overlooking the places where

God is already at work. Trusting the mercy of Christ, let us confess our sin.
First silently and then together. Let us pray.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

L: And now together.

P. Merciful God, you call us to follow, but we prefer roads we can control.
You invite us to trust, but we cling to what feels safe. You meet us in
ordinary places, but we hurry past without noticing. Forgive us. Turn us
again toward you. Free us from fear, loosen our grip on our own plans, and
give us courage to follow Christ wherever love may lead. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Hear the good news: God's grace is greater than our fear, and God's mercy
is greater than our failure. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

P: Thanks be to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen, Amen.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Living God, you spoke from the burning bush and in the voice of Jesus Christ.
Speak again. Give us ears to hear, eyes to notice, and hearts willing to follow.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT Exobus 3:1-15 NRSV
Moses at the Burning Bush

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount

Horeb, the mountain of God. * There the angel of the LORD appeared to him
in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. > Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this
great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” * When the LORD saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,

Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” > Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy

ground.” ®He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look at God.

’Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; |
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their
sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk
and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. °The cry of the Israelites has now come to
me; | have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. " Now go, | am sending you
to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” ** But Moses said to
God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of

Egypt?” "> He said, “l will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is |
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God
on this mountain.”

The Divine Name Revealed

13 But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of
your ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?’ what
shall I say to them?” 1% God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” He said further,

“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘1 AM has sent me to you.”” > God also said to
Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.
This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.

ANTHEM How Majestic Is Your Name with Great Is The Lord M.W. Smith

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic if your name in all the earth.
O Lord, we praise your name. O Lord, we magnify your name:
Prince of Peace, mighty God;

O Lord God Almighty.

Great is the Lord: you are holy and just;

By your power we trust in your love.

Great is the Lord: you are faithful and true;
By your mercy you prove you are love.
Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise.
Great is the Lord. We lift up your voice;
Great is the Lord!

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 16:21-28 NRSV

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests
and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. ** And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” 2*But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are
a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

The Cross and Self-Denial

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. %> For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. % For
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life?

*7 “Eor the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28TruIy | tell you, there are
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God!

SERMON “The Ground Beneath Your Feet” Rev. Beaver

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release
to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing
the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering
the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the
power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

Amen.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE God of Grace and God of Glory 307

(verses 1,3 and 4)

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

We do not give to make God generous toward us. We give because God has
already been generous beyond measure. With gratitude for God's presence and
trust in God's provision, let us offer our gifts and our lives to God.

OFFERTORY Bless His Holy Name with Adagio-Pathetique by Beethoven

A. Crouch/Arr. L. McKechnie

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen



