
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

  
Prelude                            Children’s Song Medley                        Arr. M. Hayes 
                                                        
Welcome  and Announcements 
*As we gather for worship, we invite you to sign the Friendship pad in your pews. 
This simple act helps us to strengthen our connection, care for one another, and 
to welcome those who are joining us today.                                                

 
Passing The Peace of Christ 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle / Outpouring of Waters / Trinity Ringing 
 
Let Us Prepare Our Hearts to Worship God 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                    Bill Kucera 
 
L: Your word is a lamp to our feet 
P: And a light to our path. 
L: When the road is uncertain, 
P: God remains faithful. 
L: Come, let us worship the One who never stops planting hope.  
  
*Hymn                        Come, Christians, Join to Sing                                    267 
 
 Prayer of Adoration 
Gracious and loving God, 
 
We praise you because you are faithful in every season. You are holy                
beyond our understanding and yet closer than our next breath. You have 
loved us before we ever knew to seek you, and your mercy is new every 
morning. 
 
Thank you for the gift of Jesus Christ, who reveals your heart and                         
welcomes us by grace. As we gather in worship today, quiet our minds, 
open our hearts, and help us to recognize your presence already among 
us. May all we do bring glory to your name. 
 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication   
Gracious God, receive these gifts and receive our lives. Bless them, multiply 
them, and use them to share your love, proclaim your gospel, and serve our 
neighbors. As you continue your good work in us, make us faithful stewards of 
all you have entrusted to our care. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Welcome New Member: Bobbie Wallace 
 

Prayers of the People / LORD’S Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*Hymn                         Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                   65 
                                                       
Charge and Benediction 

Go now, not anxious about how quickly you are growing, but confident in the 
One who planted the seed.  Walk patiently. Love generously. Trust deeply.  For 
the God who began a good work in you will remain faithful to the harvest. 
Amen. 
 
*Postlude                                  Prelude in C Major                                  J.S. Bach 

(*- If able, please stand) 
 

Worship doesn’t end at the doors. It continues wherever you go, because 
the God we met here today is already present in the ordinary moments of 
our lives. 
 
 If today’s service speaks to you, you can share it or revisit it  anytime at   
valleypres.net  
 
Flowers for the Sanctuary Provided by Ken and Sheila Frahm, we                        

congratulate those with whom we share July Anniversaries! 

Please Remember Those in the Hospital or in Rehab:  John Agner and Monte 

Crook.  

Announcements 
 

 Parkinson’s Chair Exercise Class – Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who have Parkinson’s.  
 
Adult Bible Camp – July 13, 14 and 15 at 9:30 a.m. We will meet in the Spiritual Life 
Center.  
 
Bible Study-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5. 
 
Cardio Drumming – No Cardio Drumming this week due to Adult Bible Camp.    
Drumming will return next week, on Tuesday, the 21st.  
 
Chair Exercise with Mia Cooper – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 12:00 
p.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive – July 23, 2026, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in 
the Charter Hall. Register online at redcrossblood.org or scan the QR code:   
 
The Magic of Music in Animated Films – July 24, 2:00 p.m. in the Spiritual Life Center. 
There will be games and songs and a whole lot of fun!  There is something for everyone, 
so get out of the heat and come join us as we celebrate the unforgettable songs and   
stories from the treasured part of our lives for generations. 
 
Back to School: A Strong Start for Every Child 
We are collecting new clothing and monetary donations for the children of                              
St. Andrew’s Children's Clinic after worship each Sunday, June 28-July 26. Look for our 
table in Charter Hall. Help us give every child a strong start to the school year. 

 
The New AED is installed in the middle hallway; we now have two. The 
training video is uploaded to our Valley Presbyterian webpage, About 
Us, Session Members and Board of Deacons. Or scan the QR Code:  

Want to stay updated on daily happenings? Subscribe to our daily Blast 
by emailing the church at vpc-office@valleypres.net or call us  

at 520-625-5023. 

Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church 
 

We are glad you are here. Set against the beauty of the Santa Rita Mountains,   
Valley Presbyterian Church is a place where people come to worship, to heal, to 
reconnect, and to remember they do not walk through life alone. Some arrive here 
with deep faith. Some arrive carrying questions. Some simply come looking for 
peace. Wherever you are on the journey, you are welcome in this place. We believe 
God meets people in everyday life, in friendship, in prayer, in laughter, in                 
service, in music, and in the quiet moments when the soul finally slows down 
enough to listen. So, take a breath. Rest for a while. Let the noise of the world fade 
for just a moment. There is grace here. There is room for you here. 
 
VISITORS: Please consider yourself at home while you are with us today. Visitor 

Information Packets are available at the Visitor’s Table and Welcome Centers. You 

may also fill out the welcome card if you would like someone to reach out to you.  

You can learn more about the life and ministry of Valley Presbyterian Church at 

valleypres.net, where you can sign up for our daily Eblast reflections and monthly 



Call to Confession 
God's love invites us to be honest. We do not come before God pretending to 
have it all together. We come trusting that the One who knows us best also 
loves us most. Confident in God's mercy and grace, let us confess our sins 
together. 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession (silently – then together.)                                                     

Gracious God, we confess that we often want quick answers instead of 
faithful growth. We become impatient with ourselves and with one                 
another. Too often we measure success before the seed has had time to 
grow. Forgive us. Loosen our grip on control. Teach us to trust your patient 
work within us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                      

L: Hear the good news: Before Abraham noticed God, God had already              

arrived. Before the disciples were sent, Jesus had already called them. Before 

we seek God, God is already seeking us. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

P: Thanks be to God.  

*Gloria Patri                 
Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen.  
  

 LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 
Time with Young Disciples  
 
Prayer of Illumination  

Gracious God, as your Word is read and proclaimed, open our ears to hear, 
our minds to understand, and our hearts to receive what you would say to us 
today. By the power of your Holy Spirit, plant your truth deeply within us, 
that it may take root, bear fruit, and shape us more fully into the likeness of 
Christ. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading                                                      Genesis 25:19-34 NRSVUE 
 
The Birth and Youth of Esau and Jacob 
 
19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the    
father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the               
Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife because she was barren, 
and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The              
children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is to be this way, 
why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to 
her, 
 
“Two nations are in your womb, 
    and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other; 
    the elder shall serve the younger.” 
 
24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her 
womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they 

named him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping 
Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore 
them. 
 
27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he was fond of 
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 
Esau Sells His Birthright 
 
29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he 

was famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 

famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “First sell me your 

birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to 

me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him and sold his                     

birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and 

drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 
Anthem                                  10,000 Reasons                            J. Myrin, M. Redman/   
                                                                                                                   Arr. H. Sorenson  
                                
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 
It’s time to sing Your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
  
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; 
Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul: 
I’ll worship Your holy name. 
  
You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger; 
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
  
And on that day when my strength is failing; 
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years, and then forever more! 
 

 
Scripture Reading                                           Matthew 12:1-9, 18-23 NRSVUE 
 
The Parable of the Sower 
 
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while 
the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in                
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil 
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you 
have ears, hear!” 
 
The Parable of the Sower Explained 
 
18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown 

on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when 

trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 

falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 

yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
L: The words of God, for the people of God.  
P: Thanks be to God 
 
   
Sermon                               “Don’t Mistake Slow for Absent”                      Rev. Beaver 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
                                                                
*Affirmation of Faith                                  
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ. The same Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church 
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 
for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Hymn                                Spirit of the Living God (sing Twice)                            288 

 
Invitation to the Offering 

Everything we have is a gift from God, and every good gift is given so that it may 
become a blessing to others. As we present our tithes and offerings today, we do 
so with grateful hearts, trusting that God will continue to plant seeds of hope, 
faith, and love through the ministry of this church. Let us worship God through the 
giving of our gifts. 
 

Offertory                               The Gift of Love                                      Arr. J. Raney                                                    
  
* Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 


