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Oasis of Grace

WHEN LIFE GETS

Learning to Walk Together

God is often found not in the loudness of life,
but in the return to presence.

FIRST SUNDAY
+ Valley Presbyterian Church AFTER PENTECOST SR
o D dsis P Grace i ORDINARY TIME BEGINS 1 Kings 19:1-15a
Luke 8:26-39

Growing in Faith.
Walking in Love. IUNE 7, 2026

Serving Together.

p—————

Healthy churches are not built mainly through pressure.
They are built through trust. Slowly. Patiently. Together.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Wayfaring Stranger M. Hayes

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR MISSION: St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS /TRINITY RINGING
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LET Us PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO WORSHIP GOD

CALL TO WORSHIP Linda Freeman

L: There are seasons when life feels hurried and heavy.
P: Yet God remains present.

L: When fear grows loud,
P: God still speaks peace.

L: When hearts grow weary,
P: God still gathers people together.

L: Not through pressure.
P: Not through performance. But through grace, steadiness, and love.

L: Come. Let us worship the God who walks beside us. As we bow our
heads in prayer.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Holy God, You meet us in extraordinary moments, but also in ordinary
days. In conversations around tables. In quiet acts of kindness. In
prayers whispered when nobody else can hear. You do not abandon
people when they grow weary. You gather us again. Steady us again.
Teach us again how to trust. You calm the hurried places within us. So,
help us become a people who live with open hands, faithful hearts, and
deeper awareness of your presence among us. For we pray in the spirit
of Christ, who came not to burden the world, but to heal it. Amen.
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*OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475

CALL TO CONFESSION

Sometimes we carry burdens we were never meant to carry alone.
Sometimes fear teaches us to tighten our grip on life, on relationships,
on the future.

But Christ continually invites us into something deeper than fear: truth,
grace, and trust. So let us confess our sins before God and one another,
first silently and then together. Let us pray.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

Merciful God, we confess that we often live with clenched hearts. We
hold tightly to worries, old hurts, expectations, and fears about what
may come next. Too often we confuse tension with faithfulness and
control with wisdom.

Forgive us when anxiety keeps us from trusting you and from trusting
one another. Teach us again how to breathe deeply, love generously,
and walk faithfully together. Restore in us a quiet courage, patient
hope, and steadier hearts.

Through Christ we pray. Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

L: Hear the good news: God does not wait for us to become perfect
before offering grace. Therefore, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved,
and invited into new life.

P: Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen, Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Living God, quiet the noise within us so that we may hear your Word
clearly today. Open not only our minds, but our hearts and give us
courage to trust your presence among us. Amen.
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OT READING 1 KINGS 19:1-15A NIV pg. 559

Elijah Flees to Horeb

19 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had
killed all the prophets with the sword. 2So Jezebel sent a messenger to
Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by
this time tomorrow | do not make your life like that of one of them.”

3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in
Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey
into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and
prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my
life; | am no better than my ancestors.” > Then he lay down under the
bush and fell asleep.

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” ®He
looked around, and there by his head was some bread baked over hot
coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.

"The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and
said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8So he got
up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled

forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of
God. ° There he went into a cave and spent the night.

The LORD Appears to Elijah

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here,
Elijah?”

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put
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your prophets to death with the sword. | am the only one left, and now
they are trying to kill me too.”

11The LoRD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in
the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. > When Elijah heard
it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the
mouth of the cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

14 He replied, “l have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put
your prophets to death with the sword. | am the only one left, and now
they are trying to kill me too.”

15The LoRD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the
Desert of Damascus.

ANTHEM The Feast Is Ready Arr. ). Reed
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NT READING LUKE 8:26-39 NIV pg. 1606

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake
from Galilee. 2? When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-
possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 22 When he saw
Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice,
“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg
you, don’t torture me!” 2° For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit
to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he
was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his
chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And
they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.

32 A arge herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons
begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them
permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into
the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and
was drowned.

34 \When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off
and reported this in the town and countryside, 3> and the people went
out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found
the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’

feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 3 Those who
had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been
cured. 3’ Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
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to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into
the boat and left.

383 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 3° “Return home and tell how
much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over
town how much Jesus had done for him.

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON “When Life Gets Loud” Rev. Blair Beaver
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN Just as | am, without One Plea 442
(verses 1,2 and 4)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

| BELIEVE in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the
life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

Invitation: Everything we have is a gift. One of the ways we practice
trust is by always offering from our hearts, not from fear, but from
gratitude for everything the Lord has blessed us with.

Let us now return to God, what is rightly God’s with our tithes and
offerings.
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OFFERTORY Let’s Talk About Jesus Arr. J. Reed
Diane Hartley, Soloist

* DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow..
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, receive these gifts and receive our lives. Use them to
bring hope, healing, friendship, and compassion into the world. Teach
us to live with open hands and faithful hearts. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE - This table does not belong to Valley
Presbyterian Church.

This table belongs to Christ. And Christ invites not perfect people, but
hungry people.

People carrying joy.
People carrying grief.
People carrying questions.
People carrying hope.

Come not because you have everything figured out. Come because
grace has already begun its work within you. Any who seek the grace of
Christ are welcome to this table.

10
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Hear us, Lord, as we come together and sing the prayer Christ taught us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung)
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
Please hold your sacraments. We will partake together.

11
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* HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds 306
(verses 1,2 and 4)

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Go now in peace.

And remember:

Healthy lives are not built through panic. Healthy churches are not built
through fear, each is built through trust. Slowly. Patiently. Together.

And may you discover this week that you do not have to force what
grace is already doing.

In the name of Christ, go in peace.

Amen.

*POSTLUDE Plein a la Couperin Gordon Young

(* If able, please stand)
Worship doesn’t end at the doors.

Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

12
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Ron and Sherry Darrah, in honor

of Sherry’s Mother’s Birthday.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR |

NeEw MEMBERS, OR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THEIR CHURCH:

N REHAB: John Agner

Even if you did not sign-up, everyone is welcome.

Starts today in Classroom 5, at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Blair.

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics
Maonthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing
As of April 2026 ThroughWeek 22 (05-31-2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 67,175 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 192
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 6,640
YTD Giving Support 321,070 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 61
YTD Giving Budget 250,000 |YTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 2,221
S. Ginader - VPC treasurer - steveginader@gmarl.com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita is §43.90 per member
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WELCOME TO VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

We are glad you are here. Set against the beauty of the Santa Rita
Mountains, Valley Presbyterian Church is a place where people come
to worship, to heal, to reconnect, and to remember they do not walk
through life alone. Some arrive here with deep faith. Some arrive
carrying guestions. Some simply come looking for peace. Wherever
you are on the journey, you are welcome in this place. We believe God
meets people in everyday life, in friendship, in prayer, in laughter, in
service, in music, and in the quiet moments when the soul finally slows
down enough to listen. So, take a breath. Rest for a while. Let the noise
of the world fade for just a moment. There is grace here. There is room
for you here.

VISITORS: Please consider yourself at home while you are with us
today. Visitor Information Packets are available at the Visitor’s Table
and Welcome Centers. You may also fill out the welcome card if you
would like someone to reach out to you. You can learn more about
the life and ministry of Valley Presbyterian Church at valleypres.net,
where you can sign up for our daily Eblast reflections and monthly
newsletter. Welcome to God’s house!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME BLAIR AND KIMBERLY TO THE WILD WEST - with a Cowboy Dinner, June 24,
5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Sign up Sundays, June 7, 14 and 21 at the
Fellowship table.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9:00 a.m. in
the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who have Parkinson’s.
BiBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE — Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners only, 1:00 p.m.
advanced beginners and 2:00 p.m. for advanced.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet Family Room.
CHAIR EXERCISE WITH IMIIA COoOPER — Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 12:00
p.m. in the Charter Hall.

PATIO SALE SORT AND PACK — Thursday, June 11, at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

BACK TO SCHOOL: A STRONG START FOR EVERY CHILD

It's time to start shopping! Beginning Sunday, June 14, Valley Presbyterian Church
will begin collecting new clothing and monetary donations for the children served
by St. Andrew’s Children's Clinic. Help us give every child a strong start to the
school year.
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#Valle;.r Preshiyterian Church STAFF

«*t+a  REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Senior Pastor Head of Staff’
'—[]_m..u s wf TG REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emetita
00 S. Camino del Sol (mrb JAMIE REED, Director of Music
28 - Lamino del 50 frs e JAN BRACHEL, Ozganist/Accompanist
Green Valley, AZ 85622 . .
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 CINDY BROWN, Commuanications/IT Specialist
elep ) LINDA HESTER, Business Office/Events Cootdinator

eRES,
ETTA

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net MARIA RAMIREZ Reception/Administrative
Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net GILBER GUERRA & MARTIN LAMARCHE, Custodians

STEVE HART, Sound Technician
ALICE SANCHEZ & AVERY BRYAN, Nursery Attendants
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emetitus

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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