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Today’s Scripture
Acts: 1-21, John 20:19-23
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Some of us have been surviving
for so long that we forgot
God still intends us to breathe deeply. ) NS
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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Sicilienne G. Faure
Ellen Entwistle, Flute

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY RINGING

Let the noise settle.
Breathe in, don’t rush the moment.
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You made it here.
Breathe out, GOD is with me.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Acts 2 and Psalm 104) Rudy Sweisfurth

L: In the beginning, the Spirit of God moved over the waters.

P: And God breathed life into creation.

L: On Pentecost, the Spirit rushed through fearful hearts like wind.
P: And ordinary people found courage again.

L: Dry bones rattled. Fear loosened. Hope awakened.

P: The Spirit still breathes life into God’s people.

L: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Breathe into us again.

*OPENING HYMN Spirit of the Living God 288
(Repeat Twice)

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Holy God, At creation, Your Spirit moved across the deep. At Pentecost, Your Spirit moved
through locked rooms and fearful hearts. And even now, Your Spirit continues moving through
tired lives, weary churches, anxious minds, and searching souls. You breathe courage where
fear has settled. You breathe hope where despair has taken root. You breathe life where
people have merely been surviving. Too often we rush through life breathless and burdened,
forgetting that Your grace has always arrived before our striving. So quiet us now. Slow us now.
Open us now. And breathe into us again the life of Christ. For we pray in the name of the risen
Christ, who still comes through locked doors speaking peace. Amen.
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CALL TO CONFESSION

There are many ways people lose themselves. Sometimes through fear. Sometimes through
exhaustion. Sometimes by carrying burdens that were never meant to be carried alone. But
the Spirit does not come to shame us. The Spirit comes to awaken us. So let us come before
God honestly, trusting grace to meet us there. Let us pray silently and then together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently then together)

Merciful God, we confess that we have lived breathless lives. We hurry. We worry. We cling
tightly to control. We exhaust ourselves trying to hold everything together. We close the
doors of our hearts out of fear. We avoid vulnerability. We resist rest. We forget that Your
Spirit still moves among ordinary people.

Forgive us. Breathe new life into weary places within us. Teach us again how to trust. Teach
us again how to be present. Teach us again how to live open-handed lives rooted in grace
instead of fear. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Hear the good news: The risen Christ still enters locked rooms speaking peace. The Spirit still
breathes life into fearful people. And nothing, not fear, failure, grief, exhaustion, or uncertainty
— can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ..

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and held in grace.

P: Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world. without end,
Amen, amen.
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Living God, Your Spirit still speaks through scripture, silence, music, memory, and community.
Open our ears this morning. Open our hearts and breathe into us the courage, wisdom, and
grace we need for the life before us. Amen.

SCRIPTURE AcTs 2:1-21 NIV

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them.

>Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under

heaven. ® When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these
who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native
language? ? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 1 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we
hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 2 Amazed and perplexed, they
asked one another, “What does this mean?”

13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
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Peter Addresses the Crowd

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. ®*These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! *® No, this is
what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

174 the last days, God says,
| will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
191 will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

ANTHEM How Great Is Our God Arr. J. Schrader

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty:

Let all the earth rejoice.

He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
It trembles at his voice.

How great is our God! Sing with me, how great is our God.
And all will see how great is our God!

Age to age he stands, and time is in his hands,
Beginning and the End.

The Godhead three-in-one: Father, Spirit, Song,
The Lion and the Lamb.



Valley Presbyterian Church

(LISA)

Oasis of Grace
How great is our God!

Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to thee!
How great thou art, how great thou art!

How great is our God!

SCRIPTURE JOHN 20:19-23 NIV

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and

said, “Peace be with you!” 2° After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” 22 And
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 22 If you forgive anyone’s
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON “Breathe Again” Rev. Blair Beaver
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God 286
(verses 1, 2, and 4)

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from a Brief Statement of Faith)

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who moves through creation and breathes life into the
world. We believe the Spirit gives courage to fearful people, hope to weary hearts, and
strength to communities learning how to love one another faithfully.

We believe the Spirit still speaks through scripture, through compassion, through truth,
through forgiveness, and through the gathered church. We believe Jesus Christ still comes
among ordinary people speaking peace. And we believe nothing in life or death can separate
us from the love of God. So we choose to live not fearfully, but faithfully — trusting the Spirit
to guide, renew, and sustain us.

Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Everything we have is gift. Every breath. Every act of mercy. Every moment of grace. So we give
this morning not from fear, but from gratitude for the Spirit still moving among us.

OFFERTORY How Majestic Is Your Name with O Worship the King M.W. Smith
Ellen Entwistle, Flute
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* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous God, receive these gifts and receive our lives. Use them to bring hope where there
is fear, companionship where there is loneliness, and healing where hearts are weary. Teach
us to live open-handed lives, trusting that Your grace is always enough. Amen.

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN Every Time | Feel the Spirit 66

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
As you leave this place, remember:

The Spirit of God still breathes life into weary people. When fear closes the room, Christ still
enters speaking peace. When exhaustion settles deeply, grace still holds. So, breathe deeply.
Open your heart. Stay present and trust that God is still at work within you.

And may the grace of Christ,

the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you now and always.

Amen.

*POSTLUDE Psalm XIX Marcello

(* If able, please stand)

Today’s service and all services are available online at valleypres.net.
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Oasi VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of April 2026 ThroughWeek 20 (05-17-2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 67,175 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 187
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 6,270
YTD Giving Support 321,070 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 87
YTD Giving Budget 250,000 |¥YTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 2,022

S. Ginader - VPC treasurer - sfeveginaden@gmail. com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita i1s $43.90 per member

WELCOME TO VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

We are glad you are here. Set against the beauty of the Santa Rita Mountains, Valley Presbyterian
Church is a place where people come to worship, to heal, to reconnect, and to remember they do
not walk through life alone. Some arrive here with deep faith. Some arrive carrying questions.
Some simply come looking for peace. Wherever you are on the journey, you are welcome in this
place. We believe God meets people in everyday life, in friendship, in prayer, in laughter, in
service, in music, and in the quiet moments when the soul finally slows down enough to listen. So,
take a breath. Rest for a while. Let the noise of the world fade for just a moment.

There is grace here. There is room for you here.

VISITORS: Please consider yourself at home while you are with us today. Visitor Information
Packets are available at the Visitor’s Table and Welcome Centers. You may also fill out the
welcome card if you would like someone to reach out to you. You can learn more about the life
and ministry of Valley Presbyterian Church at valleypres.net, where you can sign up for our daily
Eblast reflections and monthly newsletter. Welcome to God’s house!
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. STAFF
ﬁrrl_—' Val |E'-"r FI‘-ESh}"tE'I‘IEIl El‘I_L.IEh 4st11  REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Senior Pastor Head of Staff
o | [P — fﬁ “ REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emerita
e m E JAMIE REED, Director of Music
2800 S. Camino del Sol LTINS JAN BRACHEL, Ozganist/Accompanist
Green Valley, AZ 85622 CINDY BROWN, Communications /It Specialist
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 ﬂ LINDA HESTER, Business Office/Events Coordinator
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net MARIA RAMIREZ Reception/Administrative
Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net GILBERT GUERRA & MARTIN LAMARCHE, Custodians

STEVE HART, SOUND Technician
ALICE SANCHEZ & AVERY BRYAN, Nursery Attendants
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Karen Twedt, Monte Crook, Michael Schoeben and Tom
Macfarlane.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR MONDAY, MAY 25, MEMORIAL DAY, PLEASE JOIN US AT THE FOUNTAIN AS WE HONOR
OUR FALLEN SOLDERS WITH AMERICAN LEGION PosT 131 AT 9:00 A.M.

SEEKERS CLASS—The Seekers Class has been suspended until the fall.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a
free class for people who have Parkinson’s.

CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
PRAYER MINISTRY - Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room to pray, all are welcome.

LiINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY — Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners only, 1:00 p.m. advanced beginners
and 2:00 p.m. for advanced.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet Family Room.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER — Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

SUMER MoVIE MINISTRY — Every First Thursday at 2:00 p.m., in the Spiritual Life Center beginning June 4. The first
movie is Hacksaw Ridge. Hosted by Linda Freeman.

NEew MEeMBERS CLASS — June 7, 14 and 21 at 11:00 a.m. Please call the church (520) 625-5023 or email: vpc-
office@valleypres.net
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