Valley Presbyterian Church

___(UsA)

Oasis of Grace

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

- F s
-—N e

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF

———— MAY 197, 20 2682
@W I leave with you;

% /0%6& [ give to you.

[ ™ - JOHN 14:27
7. s

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES:
>

Matthew 16:13-20 |

John 1:19-34

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE As We Gather Arr. Wilhelmi

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY RINGING

Let the noise settle.
Breathe in, don’t rush the moment.

You made it here.
Breathe out, GOD is with me.



Valley Presbyterian Church
Oasis of Grace

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 100)) Kurt Hargleroad

L: Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth.

P: We are the Lord’s Children.

L: Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with joyful songs.
P: We come in gladness

L: Acknowledge that Yahweh is God.

He made us, and we are His people in His earth.

P: We come before the Lord with Thanksgiving

L: Enter His courts with praise and awe!

Give thanks and praise to Him!

All: God is good and His love endures through all generations!

*OPENING HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me 726
(verses 1, 2 and 5)

PRAYER OF ADORATION

“Incline us O God! To think humbly of ourselves, to be saved only in examination of our own
conduct, to consider our fellow creatures with kindness, and to judge of all they say and do
with the charity which we would desire from them ourselves.” (-Jane Austen)
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CALL TO CONFESSION
Jesus, we come in repentance for all the sins incurred by our actions.
Forgive us we pray.
Forgive us for the deeds we should have done but did not.
Grant us your mercy, Heavenly Father.

Let us come together to confess our sins, first in unison and then in silence.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We pray to the Lord for forgiveness of all our sins.

Forgive us for turning away when we could have helped.

Forgive us for judging others and being harsh in the process.

Forgive us for just forgetting You, Jesus, in the grind of every day.

Wash us clean as only you can and we will be as white as a cactus flower.
Hear our prayer as we pray now in silence. (silence)

Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: Thanks be to God who forgives us from His infinite mercy.
L: My friends, we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end,
Amen, amen.
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Oh Jesus, | ask that you would open our ears and our eyes so that we may see what is being
taught to us. Help us to be more Spirit filled as we walk out than when we walked into your
house today. AMEN

SCRIPTURE MATTHEW 16:13-20 NIV

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say the Son of Man is?”

14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.”

15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh
and blood, but by my Father in heaven. ¥ And | tell you that you are Peter and on this rock |
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. °1 will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.
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ANTHEM Come To the Water J. Foley/Arr. J. Schrader

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water.

And let all you have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
Without money, without price.

Why should you pay the price,

Except for the Lord, the Lord?

And let all who seek, let them come to the water.

And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
Without money, without strife.

Why should you spend your life,

Except for the Lord, the Lord?

And let all who toil, let me come to the water.

And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord:
All who labor, who labor without rest.

How can your soul find rest,

Except for the Lord, the Lord?

And let all the poor, let them come to the water.

Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord:
Bring the children without might.

Easy the load and light:

Come to the Lord, the Lord.

SCRIPTURE JOHN 1:19-34 NIV
John the Baptist Denies Being the Messiah

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and
Levites to ask him who he was. 22 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the
Messiah.”

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”

He said, “l am not.”
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“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”

22 Einally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?”

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.””

24Now the Pharisees who had been sent #* questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you
are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 “| baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 2’ He is
the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.”

28This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

John Testifies About Jesus

29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world! 3°This is the one | meant when | said, ‘A man who comes after
me has surpassed me because he was before me.” 31| myself did not know him, but the reason
| came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. 3 And | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who
will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” 3*1 have seen and | testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON “The Two Important Questions” Chuck Ramsay
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN OF RESPONSE Open the Eyes of My Heart 452

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Colossians 1:15-19 NIV)

15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. * For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. ¥ He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. ¥ And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have supremacy. ¥° For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.

*PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
May we give as generously as we have been given. We are reminded of those who have given so

that the cause of Christ might advance. Let us offer generously our gifts to God.

OFFERTORY Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah Arr. L. McKechnie

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O Lord, take our humble gifts and multiply them. What we have was given to us by You. Take
our lives and all that we have and use them to your glory. We pray that we may grow your

kingdom. AMEN

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal! 269
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE A Mighty Fortress Bish
(* If able, please stand)
Today’s service and all services are available online at valleypres.net.
VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics
Monthly Giving Support Contributions | Weekly Attendance / Viewing
As of April 2026 | Through Week 19 (05-10-2026)
Monthly Giving Support 5 67,175 f.‘l.‘eeklymtermarme Sanctuary 2.26]
IMDI‘Ithl}f Giving Budget 62.500 IYT[} 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 5,083]
VTD Giving Support 321,070 Jweekly viewing on-Line 117
YTD Giving Budget 250,000 JYTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 1,935
5. Ginader - VPC treasurer - steveginedengmail. com - 852-667-1878 2026 Per Capita is §43.90 per member
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WELCOME TO VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

We are glad you are here. Set against the beauty of the Santa Rita Mountains, Valley Presbyterian
Church is a place where people come to worship, to heal, to reconnect, and to remember they do
not walk through life alone. Some arrive here with deep faith. Some arrive carrying questions.
Some simply come looking for peace. Wherever you are on the journey, you are welcome in this
place. We believe God meets people in everyday life, in friendship, in prayer, in laughter, in
service, in music, and in the quiet moments when the soul finally slows down enough to listen. So,
take a breath. Rest for a while. Let the noise of the world fade for just a moment.

There is grace here. There is room for you here.

VISITORS: Please consider yourself at home while you are with us today. Visitor Information
Packets are available at the Visitor’s Table and Welcome Centers. You may also fill out the
welcome card if you would like someone to reach out to you. You can learn more about the life
and ministry of Valley Presbyterian Church at valleypres.net, where you can sign up for our daily

Eblast reflections and monthly newsletter. Welcome to God’s house!

STAFF
4+¢lay  REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Senior Pastor Head of Staff
5.: % REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emerita
& m E JAMIE REED, Director of Music

I Valley Preshyterian Church

PNIE ol Frorr

2800 S. Camino del Sol TN JAN BRACHEL, Ozganist/Accompanist

Green Valley, AZ 85622 CINDY BROWN, Communications/It Specialist
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 ﬂ LINDA HESTER, Business Office/Events Coordinator
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net MARIA RAMIREZ Reception/Administrative

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net GILBERT GUERRA & MARTIN LAMARCHE, Custodians

STEVE HART, SOUND Technician
ALICE SANCHEZ & AVERY BRYAN, Nursery Attendants
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Karen Twedt, Monte Crook and Michael Schoeben.

SEEKERS — Will not be meeting today, Sunday May 17. We will meet again on May 24.

BiBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.
RUTH CIRCLE—WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Monday, May 18, Classroom 5, at 2:30 p.m.

AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY—Monday, May 18, Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall.
This is a free class for people who have Parkinson’s.

CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

PRAYER MINISTRY - Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room to pray, all are
welcome.

WRITE WHERE YOU ARE — Continues on Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY — Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners only, 1:00 p.m. advanced
beginners and 2:00 p.m. for advanced.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet Family Room.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER — Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter
Hall.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY — Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in Classroom 1. This is the last gathering before summer
break.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES ROCKIN’ ICE CREAM SOCIAL - Thursday, May 21, 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall,
registering Sunday May 10 or May 17.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE—Thursday, May 21, at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 25 - at 9:00 a.m. by the Fountain. VPC and American Legon Post #131 will be
honoring our fallen military.

New MEMBERS CLASS — June 7, 14 and 21 at 11:00 a.m. Please call the church (520) 625-5023 or email:
vpc-office@valleypres.net
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