
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
  
PRELUDE                                   Faith                          M. Hayes/M. Gaspard 
                                                        
 ANNOUNCEMENTS , WELCOME  
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS, 
 
TRINITY RINGING, LET US PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BOWL) 

Let the noise settle. 
You don’t have to rush this moment. 
 
You made it here. 
And God was here before you arrived. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (Psalm 31 adapted)                                Jana Honermann 
 
L: In you, O Lord, we take refuge. 
P: You are our rock and our shelter. 
L: Into your hands we commit our lives. 
P: You are faithful and present. 
L: Let us worship the God who holds us. 
P: Let us worship the God who meets us where we are. 

 

*OPENING HYMN               Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!                             305 
                                                                    (verses 1-3) 
 
 
 
 

* DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                           
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here                
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN         They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love                         300 
                                                            (verses 1,4) 
 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
Go into this week 
Not needing to know everything, but trusting this: 
You are not alone. 
You are not lost. 
You are held. 
And ALL God’s children said – Amen. 

*POSTLUDE                        Fugue in F Major                                           J.S. Bach 
 
 

(*- If able, please stand) 
Worship doesn’t end at the doors. 

 
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net. 

 
Flower for the Sanctuary Last Sunday, April 26 were provided by: Dick 
and Judy Christensen in Celebration of their 60th Wedding                              
Anniversary on May 14. 
 
FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
PROVIDED BY: Maria Ramirez, in honor of her mom Diana’s Birthday.  

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Robert  McDowell, 
Karen Twedt and Hazel Kern.  

THE ROSES ON THE BAPTISMAL FONT IS IN MEMORY of Fran Williams and Phil 
Conklin. 

SEEKERS BIBLE STUDY—Today at 10:45 a.m. in Classroom 5. 
 
MISSION QUILTERS—Monday, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
BIBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5  
 
PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who have 
Parkinson’s.  
 
AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING—Monday at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
 
CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
WRITE WHERE YOU ARE – Continues on Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 
5, through May 19.  

Welcome  
 

Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church. 
 

 Welcome to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living waters of 

God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.  
 
Visitors: Consider yourself at home while you are here!  You can pick up a   
Visitor’s Information  Packet at the Visitor's Table or the Welcome Centers. 
If you would like to receive more information about us, visit us at                                      
valleypres.net where you can sign up for our daily email blasts and monthly 
newsletter.   

 Let us worship God together. 

 
LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY  – Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for                          
beginners only, 1:00 p.m. advanced beginners and 2:00 p.m. for advanced. 
 
JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL – Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet Family 
Room.  
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. in classroom 1. The last study 
will be May 20, for the summer break.  Bible Study will resume in the fall. 
 
CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 
12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 
CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 
THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: This Thursday, 
May 7, is our last class until the Fall. You don't want to miss this episode as 
Jesus executes two great miracles.  
 
BREATH AS PRAYER CLASS – Fridays through May 15, 1:00 p.m. in  Classroom 5.        

Want to stay updated on daily happenings? Subscribe to our daily 
Blast by emailing the church at vpc-office@valleypres.net or call 
us at 520-625-5023. 

http://valleypres.net


PRAYER OF ADORATION  
God of steady presence, You meet us not at the end of our journey, but in 
the middle of our questions. You do not wait for clarity before You come 
close. You come close… and bring clarity with You. Quiet our restless 
minds. Slow our anxious hearts. Help us recognize that we are already 
held. 
 
Through Christ, who is our way, not just our destination. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
We often live as if everything depends on us. So we come not to impress 
God; but to be honest. 

 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently – then together.)                                          
Gracious God, we confess that we want certainty more than trust. We 
try to control what we cannot control. We carry what we were never 
meant to carry. We search for answers instead of resting in Your 
presence. 
 
Forgive us. Teach us to trust again. Teach us to be held. Amen.   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                            
L: Hear the good news: God does not wait for you to figure it all out. God 
meets you where you are. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and you are 
not alone. 

 
P: Thanks be to God  

  
 HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
Speak, God. We are listening— even when we don’t fully understand. 
Speak to us now. Amen.  

  

NT READING                                                                                        ACTS 7:55-60 
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he 
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” 
 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they 
all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 
 
 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

ANTHEM                                    Broken for You                       Arr. D. Clydesdale 
With eyes of love He sees your soul, 
With a heart of compassion so faithful and true. 
With hands of healing that reach out and hold,  
This is His body, broken for you. 
  
Poured out in passion, broken in love, 
Mercy so tender, mercy so true, 
This is His body, this is His blood 
Poured out and broken, broken for you. 
  
He listens gently and hears your cries. 
He speaks as softly as gentle dew. 
He comforts the lonely,  
Dries the tears from his eyes. 
This is His body broken for you. 
 
NT READING                                JOHN 14:1-14 NIV 
 
Jesus Comforts His Disciples 
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 
 
Jesus the Way to the Father 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?” 
 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know  my 
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the                  
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I 
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the              
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works                                           
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works 
I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because 
I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 

You may ask me for anything in 

my name, and I will do it. 

 
L: The words of God, for the people of God. 
P: Thanks be to God  
  
SERMON                                “When You Don’t Know the Way”                     Rev. Beaver 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE                     How Great Thou Art                                                  625 
                                                                   (verses 1, 3 and 4) 
 
COMMUNION     

 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
          hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our debts,  
         as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power      
          and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              Apostles'’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the               
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life ever-
lasting. 

 
OFFERING INVITATION 
God gives before we ask. We give not out of pressure, but out of trust.  

 

OFFERTORY                       In The Garden                Arr. H. Hayes, M. Gaspard   


