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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 26, 2026
,’WIlf sfzeefz, hear my veice. gﬂ knew T_J’w.n}: =
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(GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Hope in God R. Mallory
Valley Ringers

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS

TRINITY RINGING, LET Us PREPARE OUR HEARTS TO WORSHIP GOD

CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BowL)
Breathe in slowly — God is present. Breathe out slowly - We are here.
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CALL TO WORSHIP Revelation 7: 9-17 Eloise Fredrickson
L: After every journey, God gathers people again.

P: From every nation, every language, every life story.

L: We come as we are, carrying what this week has given us.
P: We come seeking the voice that leads to life.

L: The Lamb at the center of the throne is our shepherd.

P: Christ leads us to living water.

L: Christ wipes away every tear.

P: Grace restores our souls.

L: We come to listen for the sound of grace.

P: We come to worship the One who leads us to life.

*OPENING HYMN To God be the Glory 634

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Living God, we praise you for your steadfast love. In a world that runs
on noise, you still speak with a voice your people can know. In a
world that measures worth by speed and strength, you come as
shepherd, guide, keeper, and giver of life. You do not drive your
people in fear. You lead them in mercy. You do not abandon your
people in sorrow. You walk with them through it. You do not leave
your people hungry. You prepare a table.
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In Jesus Christ, you have shown us love stronger than death, grace
deeper than shame, and life no darkness can overcome. So, with
gratitude and wonder, we lift our hearts to you. Receive our praise,
steady our souls, and open us again to the joy of your presence. In
the name of the risen Christ we pray. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow
me.” Yet we know how often other voices pull at us: voices of fear,
pride, resentment, and self-protection. Still, this is the good news:
the One who calls us also receives us with mercy. So let us confess
our sin before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

Gentle Shepherd, we confess that we are not always easy to
lead. We want comfort without trust, peace without surrender,
and faith without change. We listen to the loudest voices instead
of your truest voice. We let anxiety set the pace. We let
distraction shape our attention. We let old hurts harden into
distance. We confess that we have not loved one another as fully
as we could. We have passed by needs we might have answered.
We have guarded ourselves when love required openness. We
have settled for being busy instead of being faithful.

Restore us, O God. Call us again by name. Lead us beside still
waters. Lift what is weary in us. Raise what has grown cold. And
teach us again the freedom of belonging to you. In Jesus Christ
we pray. Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

L: Hear the good news. The risen Christ says, “l give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand.” In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In Jesus Christ, we are held.
In Jesus Christ, we are made new.

P: Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PARTI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen, Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Shepherding God, Your Word does not come to impress us. It comes
to find us. So, by your Spirit, quiet the voices that crowd our minds,
soften the places that resist your truth, and make us ready to hear
not just words on a page, but the living voice of Christ, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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OT READING PsSALM 23

L: The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.
P: You make us lie down in green pastures; you lead us beside
still waters.

L: You restore our souls.
P: You lead us in right paths for your name’s sake.

L: Even though we walk through the darkest valley,
P: we fear no evil, for you are with us.

L: You prepare a table before us.
P: Our cup overflows.

L: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our life,
P: and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord our whole life long.

ANTHEM At His Name J. Raney

At his name the mighty oceans roar. At his name the wind stands
still.

At his name the eagle takes the sky. At his name the mighty nations
cry.

At his name a newborn baby breathes. At his name a flower grows.
At his name the rushingriver yield. At his name a broken heart is
healed.

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,

Every tongue confess him the King of glory now.

Every voice lift him up! His power and majesty proclaim,
Every knee shall bow down at his name.
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At his name the mountains stand in awe. At his name the seasons
change.

At his name the sunlight floods the sky. At his name the storm
clouds hurry by.

At his name our guilt is washed away. At his name our spirit’s freed.
At his name the gates of heaven open wide. At his name he
welcomes us inside.

At the name of Jesus. His precious, holy name.

NT READING JOHN 10:22-30 NIV
Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claims

22Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was

winter, 2 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s
Colonnade. **The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying,
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell
us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works |
do in my Father’s name testify about me, 2 but you do not believe
because you are not my sheep. 2’ My sheep listen to my voice; | know
them, and they follow me. ?1 give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. * My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand. *°| and the Father are one.”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON “Held in the Hands of God” Rev. Beaver

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN OF RESPONSE Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 187
(verses 1,2 and 4)

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus
proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed, and
blessing the children, healing the sick, and binding up the
brokenhearted. Crucified, dead, and buried. Christ rose from the
dead, and lives to rule over all.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in
life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

What we offer today is more than money. It is gratitude. It is trust. It
is our willingness to let love become visible.

Let us present our tithes and offerings to God.

OFFERTORY Agnus Dei M.W. Smith/Arr. J. Raney
Valley Ringers

* DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 803
(verse 1,2 and 5)
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*CHARGE
Go now in peace, and do not be afraid.

Christ knows you.
Christ calls you.
Christ holds you.

Listen for that voice, follow in that way, and let your life become a
mercy someone else can see.

*BENEDICTION

May the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you, now and always. Amen.

*POSTLUDE Prelude in Classic Style G. Young

(* If able, please stand)
Worship doesn’t end at the doors.

Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Carol Gunneman, In
Memory of Norman Tenbrink.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL ORIN REHAB: Robert
McDowell and Karen Twedt.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday
at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who
have Parkinson’s.
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BIBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.
VALLEY READERS — Monday, April 27, 2:00 p.m. in Classroom 1.
CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

YOGA WITH JOSIE -Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. $5 per person. Classes will
pause after April 28, and resume in the fall.

WRITE WHERE YOU ARE—Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5, with
Linda Piotrowski.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY - Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for
beginners only, 1:00 p.m. advanced beginners and 2:00 p.m. for
advanced.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Wednesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in the
Sweet Family Room.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY—Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. in classroom 1.

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAYS - 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: This
Thursday, April 30, we watch episode 7 of season 3. Jesus enters the
Decapolis, a region of 10 Gentile cities, a place of many of Jesus'
miracles.

BREATH AS PRAYER CLASS - Friday at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.
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VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions

Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of March 2026 ThroughWeek 16 (04-19-2026
Monthly Giving Support $ 51,715 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 262
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 5,437
YTD Giving Support 253,895 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 83
YTD Giving Budget 187,500 |YTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 1,655

S. Ginader - VPC freasurer - sfeveginaden@gmail.com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita is $43.90 per member

Wanna stay updated to daily happenings? Subscribe to our daily Blast

by emailing the church at vpc-office@valleypres.net or call us at

520-625-5023.

WELCOME

Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church.

WELCOME to all who enter this place. Drink deeply of the living waters of God’s
grace as we worship together in spirit.

VisiToRrs: Consider yourself at home while you are here! You can pick up a

Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's Table or the Welcome Centers. If
you would like to receive more information about us, visit us at valleypres.net

where you can sign up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.

Let us worship God together

11



http://valleypres.net/

Valley Presbyterian Chu

Oasis of Grace

rch

(LISA)

.;r!,—_-"n"al ley Presbyterian Churcn
Tﬁ.ﬂ_\.l-\."’l':'h'll"' o
2800 S. Camino del Sol

Green Valley, AZ 85622
Telephone: (520) 625-5023

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net
Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net

We are a Stephen Ministry Church

REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff

JAMIE REED, Director of Music

JAN BRACHEL, Otganist/Accompanist

CINDY BROWN, Communications /It Specialist
LINDA HESTER, Business Office/Events Coordinator
MARIA RAMIRES, Reception/Administrative

REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emetita

REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emetritus
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