Valley Presbyterian Church

(USA)

Oasis of Grace

APRIL19, 2026 THE THIRD SUNDAY IN EASTER

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Arise, My Soul, Arise Arr. D. Forrest

ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS
TRINITY RINGING

CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BOWL)

Breathe in slowly — God is present. Breathe out slowly - We are here.
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CALLTO WORSHIP Al Smith
L: Some come carrying questions.

P: Christ meets us with presence.

L: Some come carrying fatigue.

P: Christ meets us with compassion.

L: Some come hoping life can feel meaningful again.
P: Christ meets us with invitation.

L: We do not come to perform faith today.

P: We come to receive life.

L: Christis already here among us.

P: We open ourselves to this moment of grace.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Living Christ, You meet us in the middle of life. In familiar routines. In
quiet mornings. In conversations we almost overlook. You do not
wait for us to become ready. You meet us as we are. You bring
renewal in places we thought were finished. You bring possibility
where we assumed nothing would change. You bring peace that
does not depend on circumstances.

Help us recognize your presence already surrounding us. Help us
trust the grace already reaching toward us. We worship you with
gratitude for life that continues to unfold. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Open My Eyes, That | May See 541
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CALL TO CONFESSION

Much of our exhaustion comes from believing everything depends
on us. Yet Christ meets us not with pressure, but with compassion.
Trusting this mercy, let us confess together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

Merciful Christ, we confess how easily we carry more than we
need to carry. We try to manage everything. We try to control
outcomes. We try to hold life together by our own effort. We
become tired. We become anxious. We forget that we are not
alone.

Forgive us for living as though everything depends on us. Forgive
us for believing peace must be earned. Forgive us when fear
shapes our choices. Restore our trust in your presence. Help us
receive life as gift. Help us live with greater openness. Help us
participate in love already at work. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE

L: Hear the good news: Christ meets us not when we are perfect, but
when we are honest. Grace does not begin with our effort. Grace
begins with Christ’s presence. In Christ we are forgiven,

renewed, and invited to live with freedom.

P: Thanks be to God.
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*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Living Word, help us recognize life where we expected routine. Help
us notice hope where we expected repetition. Give us ears to hear
what we need most today. Amen.

OT READING ACTS 9: 1-20 NIV

Saul’s Conversion

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for
letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to
the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”

®“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
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“l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. ¢ “Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

’The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the
sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but
when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by
the hand into Damascus. °For three days he was blind, and did not
eat or drink anything.

%In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called
to himin a vision, “Ananias!”

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

""The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. '?In a vision
he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands

on him to restore his sight.”

3% ord,” Ananias answered, “| have heard many reports about this
man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in
Jerusalem. “And he has come here with authority from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

SBut the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and
to the people of Israel. | will show him how much he must suffer
for my name.”

7Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands
on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to
you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” "® Immediately,
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again.

5



Valley Presbyterian Church
. Oasis of Grace

He got up and was baptized, ' and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.

Saulin Damascus and Jerusalem

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 22 At once
he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.

ANTHEM How Majestic is Your Name  M.W. Smith/Arr. T. Fettke

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.
O Lord, we praise Your name, we magnify Your name:
Prince of Peace, Mighty God; O Lord God Almighty.

His glorious name shall be called Wonderful,

His matchless name shall be called Counselor,

The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,

The Prince of Peace through all eternity!

NT READING JOHN 21 1-19 NIV

Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish

21 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of
Galilee. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of

Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. ®“I’m going out to
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So
they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing.

“Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus.
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®He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.

®He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the netin
because of the large number of fish.

’Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “Itis the Lord,” he wrapped
his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped
into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the
net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred
yards. °When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with
fish on it, and some bread.

19 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just

caught.” " So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged
the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many
the net was not torn. ?Jesus said to them, “Come and have
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?”
They knew it was the Lord. *®Jesus came, took the bread and gave it
to them, and did the same with the fish. *This was now the third
time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the
dead.

Jesus Reinstates Peter

SWhen they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
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8 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

7The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love

me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. "®Very truly | tell you, when you were
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when
you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” °Jesus said
this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify

God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON “When Life Meets You Where You Are” Rev. Beaver

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN OF RESPONSE  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe Christ meets us in ordinary life.

We believe grace begins before we are ready.

We believe love is stronger than fear.

We believe transformation grows through relationship.
We believe we are not alone.

We believe new life is always possible.

We trust the presence of Christ
already at work among us.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

Offering is one way we participate in the life Christ is creating among
us. Our gifts support love in action, care for one another, and hope
for the future.
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OFFERTORY Alleluia, Sing to Jesus Arr. M. Hayes
Kurt Hargleroad, Soloist

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Be Thou My Vision 450

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Go into the week
without the burden of proving yourself.

Notice where life is already meeting you.
Trust that love is already at work.

You are not alone.

Christ walks with you.

And peace will find you again.

*POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Arr. Wilson
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(* If able, please stand)
Worship doesn’t end at the doors.

Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Jim and Kathy Rusk, in
Celebration of their 64™ Wedding Anniversary.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Robert
McDowell and Karen Twedt.

LAURA PENTON-WILLIAMS MEMORIAL - Please join us at 1:00p.m. in the
Spiritual Life Center as we Celebrate the Life Laura Penton Williams.

MissION QUILTERS—Monday, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
BIBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

RUTH CIRCLE, WOMEN?’S BIBLE STUDY — Monday, April 20, 2:30 p.m. in
Classroom 1.

AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING — Monday, April 20 at 5:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday
at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who
have Parkinson’s.

CARDIO DRUMMING - Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
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LINE DANCING WITH STEVE AND NANCY - Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for
beginners only, 1:00 p.m. advanced beginners and 2:00 p.m. for
advanced.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY—Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. in classroom 1.
CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER - Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

YouTH ON THEIR OWN CARD MAKING - Wednesday, April 22, at 1:00

p.m. in Classroom 5.

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY — 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: This
Thursday, April 23, word spreads about Jesus, and overwhelming
crowds follow him into the city of Capernaum causing tensions with
Roman soldiers.

BREATH AS PRAYER CLASS - Friday at 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of March 2026 ThroughWeek 15 (04-12-2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 51,715 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 285
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 5,175
YTD Giving Support 253,895 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 135
YTD Giving Budget 187,500 |YTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 1,672

5. Ginader - VPC treasurer - sfeveginaden@gmail com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita is $43.90 per member
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WELCOME
Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church.

Welcome to all who enter this place. Drink deeply of the living waters of God’s grace as we
worship together in spirit.

Visitors: Consider yourself at home while you are here! You can pick up a Visitor’s Information
Packet at the Visitor's Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more
information about us, visit u

s at valleypres.net where you can sign up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.

Let us worship God together

AL Valley Presbyterian Church 0"
Tﬁ-'l.'-l'\-'."\::"h'll‘ E m *5
TN REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff
2800 S. Camino del Sol JAMIE REED, Director of Music
Green Valley, AZ 85622 JAN BRACHEL, Otganist/Accompanist
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net Emerita

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pzstor Emetitus

We are a Stephen Ministry Church
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