Valley Presbyterian Church

(LISA)

Oasis of Grace

APRIL 5, 2026 EASTER SUNRISE
6:00 A.M.

PRELUDE Sonne Arr. R. Vollman
Joan Dakin, Guitarist

WELCOME Rev. Blair Beaver

“Friends, we have come while it is still early to meet the risen Christ
before the world fully wakes.”
OPENING ACCLAMATION

Leader: Christis risen.
People: Christisrisen indeed. Alleluia.
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OPENING HYMN

(LISA)

In the Darkness of the Morning

229

Linda Freeman, Soloist, (verse 1) Joan Dakin, Guitarist

joininverses 2-5

JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

In the Darkness of the Morning 229
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1 In the dark - ness of  the morn - ing just  be -
2 Days be - fore, she  faced his suf - fering; she stayed
3 As she wept, the warmth of sun - rise filled the
4 Asked the man, “Why are  you weep - ing?” in a
5 “Mar yl” said the smil - ing strang - er as  her
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fore the  hint of dawn, Mar -y Mag - da - lene dis -
with  him  as  he died. See - ing now  his  tomb was
wait - ing world with light.  Then she turmed and saw a
voice she wvague-ly knew. “He is gone, and I must
vi - sion was re-stored. She cried “Teach - er!” and she
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cov - ered Je - sus Christ, her friend, was gone.
emp -ty she re - mained out - side and cried.
strang - er, though her tears ob - scured her sight
find him,” she re - plied as morn - ing  grew.
touched him: Je - sus Christ, her ris - en Lord.

The moving Faster merning encounter between Mary Magdalene and the risen Christ, described in John
20:1-18, gives evidence of the importance of women in Jesus’ life and ministry. As the first witness to his
resurrection, Mary Magdalene became “the apostle to the apostles.”

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2004

MUSIC: Latvian melodly; harm. Geoffrey Laycock, 1971
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music Harm. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc
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OPENING PRAYER

Living God, in the quiet of this morning, meet us in the light of
resurrection. Wake our hearts before the world claims our attention.
Let the risen Christ find us, call us by name, and send us into this
day alive with hope. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS John 20: 118
The Empty Tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have
put him!”

3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. °*He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but
did not go in. ®Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, ”as well
as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth
was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw
and believed. °(They still did not understand from Scripture that
Jesus had to rise from the dead.) " Then the disciples went back to
where they were staying.
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Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

" Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb '?and saw two angels in white, seated
where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the
foot.

3They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and | don’t know where
they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are
looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have put him, and | will get him.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which
means “Teacher”).

7 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended to
the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘l am ascending
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

8 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “| have seen
the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God
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PRIVATE MEDITATION WITH SONG  Jesus Arr. C. Tomlinson/E. Cash
Linda Freeman, Soloist, Joan Dakin, Guitarist

HOMILY “Before the World Wakes Up”

SIMPLE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

L: We believe that love is stronger than death.

P: We believe that God has raised Jesus from the dead.
L: We believe the risen Christ still calls us by name.

P: And sends us into the world with hope.

All: Alleluia. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

God of new life, we thank you for meeting us in the dark and calling
us toward morning. For all who grieve, bring comfort. For allwho are
weary, bring strength. For all who feel lost, bring the nearness of
Christ. For your church, make us witnesses to hope. For the world,
let resurrection life break through fear, violence, and despair. And for
us gathered here, let this morning be more than beautiful, let it be
true. In the name of the risen Christ we pray the prayer he taught
Our Father...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

5



Valley Presbyterian Church
Oasis of Grace

CLOSING HYMN Christ is Alive
Joan Dakin, Guitarist

1. Christis alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2. Christis alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.

5. Christis alive, and comes to bring
Good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
With joy, with justice, love, and praise!

BENEDICTION

Go into this day with the good news still warming your heart: Christ
is risen. The world has not yet fully awakened, but resurrection has

already begun. Amen.
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Worship doesn’t end at the doors.
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

Join us for Sunday Worship, Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Childcare available
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