Valley Presbyterian Church

(USA)

Oasis of Grace

MARCH 29, 2026 PALM SUNDAY

(GGATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Prepare Ye The Way S. Schwartz/Arr. J. Reed
AJ Barrios, Soloist

ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY
RINGING

CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BOWL)

Breathe in slowly — God is present. Breathe out slowly — We are here.
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CALLTO WORSHIP Bill Kucera

L: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
P: God’s steadfast love endures forever.

L: Open to us the gates of righteousness, that we may enter and give
thanks to the Lord.

P: This is the gate of the Lord; the faithful shall enter through it.
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

P: We bless one another in the house of the Lord.

L: The Lord is God, and God has given us light.

P: We come with praise. We come with hope. We come to
worship God.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Let us pray.

God of majesty and mercy, we praise you. You do not force your way
into the world. You come in humility. You come in truth. You come in
love strong enough to bear our grief and gentle enough to ride a
borrowed donkey.

We praise you for Jesus Christ, who comes not to crush, but to save;
not to dominate, but to serve; not to demand applause, but to give
life. Lift our praise above habit. Lift our worship above routine. Lift
our eyes above ourselves.

So that in this hour we may see your beauty, hear your call, and
follow your Christ.

We worship you, God of steadfast love,

now and always. Amen.
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*HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 197

CALL TO CONFESSION

The crowd shouted “Hosanna,”

but the heart is not changed by noise alone.

So let us tell the truth before God.

Let us confess the ways we welcome Christ with our lips and resist
Christ with our lives.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

Merciful God, we confess that we are often stirred by the
moment but slow to be changed.

We like parades more than surrender.

We like applause more than obedience.

We like the parts of faith that make us feel good and avoid the
parts that ask us to trust you deeply.

We want a Savior on our terms. We want blessing without
sacrifice, peace without courage, and hope without surrender.
Forgive us.

When we cling to control, teach us humility.

When we turn faith into performance, teach us honesty.

When we praise you in worship but fail to follow you in daily life,
teach us faithfulness.

Ride again into the crowded streets of our hearts and make us
new.

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

L: Hear the good news: Jesus comes to save, not the polished, not
the powerful, not the people who always get it right, but ordinary
sinners in need of grace. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In Jesus
Christ, we are made new.

P: Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Living God, your Word comes to us

not as noise, but as truth.

Open our ears to hear. Open our minds to understand. Open our
hearts to receive. And open our lives to respond.

By your spirit, amen.
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OT READING PsALM 118:1-2, 19-29 NIV

'Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
2| et Israel say: “His love endures forever.”

¥Open for me the gates of the righteous; | will enter and give thanks
to the Lord.

This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter.
21| will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my
salvation.

22The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
Zthe Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

?*The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad.
%5 Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success!

®Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house
of the Lord we bless you.

2’The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With
boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the
altar.

28You are my God, and | will praise you; you are my God, and | will
exalt you.

2 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.

ANTHEM Name of All Majesty T. Fettke

Name of all majesty, fathomless mystery,

King of the ages by angels adored;

power and authority, splendor and dignity,
bow to his mastery Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord!

Child of our destiny, God from eternity,
The love of the Father on sins outpoured,
see now what God has done sending his only Son,
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Christ the beloved One Jesus is Lord!

Source of all sovereignty, light, immortality,

life everlasting and heaven assured,

so with the ransomed, we praise him eternally,
Christin his majesty Jesus, is Lord.

Name of all majesty, bow to his sovereignty,
Jesusis Lord, he is Lord!

NT READING MATTHEW 21: 1-11 NIV

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, ?saying to them, “Go to
the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied
there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If
anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he
will send them right away.”
“This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
®“Say to Daughter Zion,

‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
®The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. ?They
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for
Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. °The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted,
“Hosannato the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosannain the highest heaven!”
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%When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and
asked, “Who is this?”

""The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON: “The King We Almost Missed” Rev. Beaver

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in Jesus Christ, who entered Jerusalem in humility,
came in love, and walked the road to the cross for the life of the
world.

We believe in the steadfast love of God, the mercy that meets us
in Christ, and the hope that rises even in the shadow of suffering.
We believe the church is called to follow Jesus with courage,
compassion, and trust.

And we believe that death is not the end, for God is always
bringing new life.

Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
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those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* HYMN Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! 198

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Jesus entered Jerusalem with no throne, no army, and no display of
wealth. What Christ sought was not spectacle, but hearts. So let us
offer our gifts this day with gratitude, with trust, and with a desire to
serve the work of God in the world.

OFFERTORY Apreés un réve G. Fauré/Arr. W. Birtel
Pam Coggins, Oboe

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane 220
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CHARGE

Go now into Holy Week not as spectators, but as disciples.
Walk with Christ through praise and pain, through hope and
heartbreak, through the waving of palms and the shadow of the
Cross.

Do not rush past this story. Stay with Jesus. Listen deeply. Love
faithfully.
Trust the One who comes in humility and reigns in love.

BENEDICTION

May the God of steadfast love open the gates before you.

May Christ Jesus, humble and holy, lead you on the road of faith.
And may the Holy Spirit give you courage to follow, grace to endure,
and hope that does not let go.

In the name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

And ALL God’s Children said — Amen.

*POSTLUDE Crown Him With Many Crowns Lee Rogers
Larry Grove, Guest Organist

(* If able, please stand)
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Carol Gunneman in Memory
of Norman Tenbrink.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Vic Valade and
Laura Penton-Williams.
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WALK THE WHOLE STORY THIS HOLY WEEK
Holy Week is not meant to be sampled. It is meant to be walked.

This year at Valley, we invite you to experience the full journey of
Christ’s love through each service of Holy Week. From Palm Sunday
to Easter morning, every gathering opens the next and helps us
enter more deeply into the heart of our faith.
HoLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday — Sunday, March 29

Maundy Thursday — Thursday, April 2 at 5:00 PM

Good Friday — Friday, April 3 at 12:00 PM

Easter Sunrise Service — Sunday, April 5 at 6:00 AM
Easter Celebration Worship — Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 AM

Come for the branches.

Come for the table.

Come for the cross.

Come for the dawn.

Come for the risen Christ.

Bring a friend. Invite a neighbor. Walk the whole story with us.

Grace and peace,

Blair Beaver
Senior Pastor

EASTER LILIES ON SALE FOR $10 EACH. You can purchase them after the
worship service in the fellowship hall, or by calling the office at
520-625-5023. The lilies will decorate the sanctuary through Easter.
You may take yours home afterward, or donate to a shut-in.

THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: There is
no Chosen class this coming Thursday, April 2. You are encouraged
to attend the Maundy Thursday worship service at 5 p.m.
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JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF — Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
Facilitated by carolyn Hill or Deb Jones. Contact the office to
register (520) 625-5023 or vpc-office@valleypres.net.

MissION QUILTERS—Monday, March 30 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall.

BIBLE STUDY-Mondays, 1:00 p.m. in Classroom 5.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and Friday
at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who
have Parkinson’s.

MEN’s BIBLE STUDY—Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. in classroom 1.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet
Family Room.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER - Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE — Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners
only, 1:00 p.m. advanced beginners and 2:00 p.m. for advanced.

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of February 2026 ThroughWeek 12 (03-22-2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 85,853 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 308
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2026 Attendance Sanctuary 3,878
YTD Giving Support 202,180 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 93
YTD Giving Budget 125,000 |YTD 2026 Viewing On-Line 1,186

S. Ginader - VPC freasurer - steveginaden@gmail.com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita is $43.90 per member
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WELCOME — PALM SUNDAY
Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church.

Welcome to all who enter this place. Drink deeply of the living waters of God’s grace as we
worship together in spirit.

Visitors: Consider yourself at home while you are here! You can pick up a Visitor’s Information
Packet at the Visitor's Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more
information about us, visit us at valleypres.net where you can sign up for our daily email blasts
and monthly newsletter.

Let us worship God together

Rty

I Valley Presbyterian Church

St
| P res— % m £ REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff
2800 S. Camino del Sol e JAMIE REED, Director of Music
Green Valley, AZ 85622 ﬂ JAN BRACHEL, Organist/Accompanist
REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 .
Emerita
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net

We are a Stephen Ministry Church
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