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MARCH 22, 2026              5TH SUNDAY IN LENT  
 
 

  
PRELUDE 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY 
RINGING                                                                                                            
 

CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BOWL) 

Breathe in slowly – God is present.   Breathe out slowly – We are here. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
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CALL TO WORSHIP       Linda Freeman 
 

L: Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord. 
P: And the Lord hears our voice. 

L: When hope feels dry as bones, 
P: God breathes life again. 

L: When stones seal the places we thought were finished, 
P: Christ calls us forward. 

L: Wait for the Lord with courage and hope. 
P: For with the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to  

    redeem. 

L: Let us worship God. 

 
PRAYER OF ADORATION  

You are the One who speaks life into places we had given up on. You 
breathed into dust and humanity stood up. You breathed into dry 
bones and they rose to life. You stood before the tomb of Lazarus 
and called him by name. 

Your mercy reaches farther than our despair. Your grace moves 
deeper than our fears. Your love does not abandon the places where 
hope seems buried. 

When we see only endings, you are already beginning something 
new. When we see silence, you are already speaking. When we see 
loss, you are already breathing life again. So we gather in awe and 
gratitude. 

Breath of Life, Word made flesh, Spirit who renews the earth, receive 
our worship and our praise.  Amen. 
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* HYMN OF ADORATION           Breathe on Me, Breath of God     286 
  
                                                      
 CALL TO CONFESSION (silently – then together.)                                          
Scripture reminds us that once we walked in darkness, but now we 
are called to live as children of light. Yet we know how easily we fall 
back into old habits. We judge quickly. We assume too much. We 
fail to see one another clearly. So let us come before God honestly, 
trusting that mercy always meets us here.  
 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Faithful God, we confess that we often lose hope too quickly. We 
seal stones over places where we think nothing more can 
happen. We accept discouragement as wisdom. We settle for 
survival instead of trusting your life-giving power. We confess 
that we sometimes carry quiet tombs within our hearts, places 
of regret, disappointment, fear, or grief. 
Forgive us, O God. Roll away the stones we have placed over our 
own lives. Breathe again where we feel dry and weary. Restore in 
us the courage to trust that your grace is still at work. Through 
Christ, who calls us into life. Amen.  
       
         
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                        

L: Hear the good news:  The God who raised Christ from the dead is 
the same God who breathes life into us... In Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven, renewed, and called again to life 
P: Thanks be to God. Amen.  



 

4 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                              

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.              
Amen, Amen.  
 
 
 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  

Living God, 
Open our hearts to your Word today. 
Breathe your Spirit into the places where we are tired or uncertain. 
Stand before the sealed places in our lives 
and speak your life-giving voice. 
May we hear Christ calling us by name 
and find the courage to step into the light. 
Through the power of your Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
OT READING                                                                               EZEKIEL 37:1–14 

N I V    The Valley of Dry Bones 
37 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the 
Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great 
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He 
asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
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4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make 
flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, 
and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, 
there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, 
bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them 
and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, 
from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 
live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered 
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we 
are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and 
bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in 
you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you 
will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares 
the Lord.’” 
 
 
ANTHEM  How Marvelous! How Wonderful!          L. Shackley 
 

Oh, how marvelous, oh, how wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be: 
Oh, how marvelous, oh, how wonderful 
Is my Savior’s love for me! 
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I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus, the Nazarene, 
And wonder how He could love me, a sinner, condemned, unclean. 
For me it was in the garden He prayed, “Not My will, but Thine.” 
He had no tears for His own griefs, but sweat drops of blood for mine. 
 
He took my sins and my sorrows; He made them his very own. 
He bore the burden to Calvary and suffered and died alone. 
When with the ransomed in glory His face I at last shall see, 
‘Twill be my joy through the ages to sing of His love for me.  
 
 
NT READING              John 11: 17-27 NIV 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 
home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
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John 11:38-44 NIV  
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he 
said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 
there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see 
the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with 
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 
L: The words of God, for the people of God.  
P: Thanks be to God 
 
 
SERMON:    Come Out             Rev. Beaver 
 
 
 

 
 
* HYMN   Spirit of the Living God        288   
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD  
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  

 We believe in God, who breathes life into dry bones and hope 
into weary hearts. We believe in Jesus Christ, who stood before 
the tomb of Lazarus and called him into life. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, who dwells within us even now, renewing courage, 
restoring hope, and leading us into the future God prepares. 
We believe that death and despair do not have the final word, 
for God’s grace is stronger than the grave. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   

God has given us life, hope, and grace beyond measure. Our gifts 
today are one small way we participate in the life God is already 
breathing among us. Let us give with gratitude and trust. 
 
 
OFFERTORY  I Can Never Be Lost From You     T. Fettke/Arr. J. Linn 
    Linda Freeman, soloist 
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* DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                                
    
  
 
 
* HYMN   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less   353     

 
                     

CHARGE 

Friends, go into this week remembering: There are places in every 
life where hope seems buried. Places where we quietly decided the 
story was finished. But the Gospel tells us something different. 
Christ still stands before the tombs of our lives and calls us by 
name. Listen for that voice.  
And when you hear it, have the courage to step into the light. 
 
BENEDICTION 

May the God who breathes life into dry bones, the Christ who calls 
the dead into life, and the Spirit who renews all things fill you with 
courage and hope. And may you remember this week: Late is not the 
same thing as lost. Go in peace, and live in the life God is already 
bringing forth. 

 
And ALL God’s Children said – Amen. 

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD  
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*POSTLUDE    
 

(* If able, please stand) 
 

Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net. 
 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Bob and Ginny Donald, in 
memory of their parents, Jack and Hazel Donald and Dave and 
Rosalie Perry. 
 

Please Remember Those in the Hospital or in Rehab: Vic Valade 
and Liane Graessle.  
 

The Roses on the babtismal font are in memory of Jim Brownlee 
and Bill Bodle 
 

Easter lilies on sale for $10 each. Purchase them on March 22 and 
29 after the worship service in the fellowship hall, or by calling the 
office at 520-625-5023. The lilies will decorate the sanctuary 
through Easter, and you may take yours home afterward. 
 

CROSSROADS ANNUAL TRADITIONAL EASTER LUNCH -Saturday, March 
28. Donation table available at the Fellowship Hall following today’s 
Service. 
 

YOU ARE INVITED – MISSION BREAKFAST MAR 28 FEATURING CASA VIDA 
NUEVA PARA NIÑOS (ORPHANAGE).  The directors and some of the 
children will attend. For tickets and details, see Reed Olson in 
Fellowship after worship.  
 

THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: This 
Thursday, we watch as Jesus returns to his hometown of Nazareth, 
points to himself as the Messiah and faces immediate rejection.  
 

MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS – Our Own Chancel Choir March 28, 
3:00 p.m. featuring a Chamber Orchestra. “Pay What You Can at the 
Door”. Also livestreamed at valleypres.net 
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 JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF – Mondays and Thursdays starting           
March 23, 1:00 p.m. Facilitated by carolyn Hill or Deb Jones. Contact 
the office to register (520) 625-5023 or vpc-office@valleypres.net. 

 

REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff 

JAMIE REED, Director of Music 

JAN BRACHEL, Organist/Accompanist 

REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor 

Emerita 

REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus 

2800 S. Camino del Sol 

Green Valley, AZ 85622 

Telephone: (520) 625-5023 

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net 

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net 

 

WELCOME — Fifth SUNDAY OF LENT 

Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church. 
    
Today’s worship explores what it means to truly see. In 1 Samuel, the prophet Samuel 

learns that God does not judge by outward appearance but looks upon the heart. In 
the Gospel of John, Jesus restores sight to a man born blind, revealing that spiritual 
blindness can often be harder to recognize than physical blindness. As we continue 
our Lenten journey, we are invited to slow down, look again, and allow God to open 

our eyes to the grace already present in our lives and in one another. 
 

We are grateful you are here. 
 Let us worship God together. 

mailto:vpc-office@valleypres.net
http://www.valleypresbyterian.net/

