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A SEASON OF RENEWAL

MARCH 15, 2026 4™ SUNDAY IN LENT

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE Gaelic Morning Arr. D. Forrest
ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY RINGING
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CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BowL)

(Chime Sounds)

Breathe in slowly — God is present. Breath out slowly — We are here.

CALL TO WORSHIP Martha VanVactor

L: The Lord is our shepherd.
P: We shall not want.

L: Even when we walk through shadowed valleys,
P: God walks beside us.

L: Once we walked in darkness.
P: But now the light of Christ shines upon us.

L: Come, let us worship the God who opens our eyes.
P: Let us worship God.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Gracious and loving God, You see what we cannot see. Where we look
at appearances, You see the heart. Where we notice success and failure,
You notice courage and compassion. Where we see darkness, You are
already creating light. You guide us like a shepherd through every
season of life. You restore our souls. You lead us beside still waters. You
prepare a table before us even in the presence of our fears.

Open our hearts today. Open our minds today. Open our eyes today.
So that we might see the world as you see it. And so that we may walk
as children of light. Through Christ we pray. Amen.
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* HYMN OF ADORATION Come! Live in the Light! 749

CALL TO CONFESSION

Scripture reminds us that once we walked in darkness, but now we are
called to live as children of light. Yet we know how easily we fall back
into old habits. We judge quickly. We assume too much. We fail to see
one another clearly. So let us come before God honestly, trusting that
mercy always meets us here.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (silently — then together.)

Merciful God, Too often we see only what is on the surface. We
measure people by success, appearance, reputation, or comfort. We
overlook those who feel invisible. We assume we understand
situations when we have only seen a small piece of the story.

Forgive us. Open our eyes to what truly matters. Teach us to see one
another with compassion. Teach us to see ourselves with humility.
And teach us to see your presence already at work in this world.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: Hear the good news: God does not see us the way the world sees us.
God looks upon the heart. And the heart of God is mercy. In Jesus

Christ we are forgiven.
P: Thanks be to God. Amen.
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*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen,
Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

When your Word is read and proclaimed, help us see beyond
appearances and into the deeper truth of your grace. Amen.

OT READING 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

Samuel Anoints David

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since |
have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on
your way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have chosen one of
his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice
to the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what to
do. You are to anoint for me the one | indicate.”

4Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you
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come in peace?”

>Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord.
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed stands here before the Lord.”

7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his
height, for | have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but

the Lord looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him
pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this
one either.” 2 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor
has the Lord chosen this one.” 19 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11So
he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the
youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said,
“Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12So he sent for
him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine
appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and
anoint him; this is the one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the
Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to
Ramabh.

ANTHEM Gonna Sit Down and Rest Awhile P. Drennan
Al Smith and Bill Entwistle, Soloists

On this road filled with trouble, many burdens weigh me down.
Days can often be cloudy, and hope cannot be found.
When I'm ladened with sorrow, and | stumble and fall,
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Jesus takes me in His loving arms. He hears me when | call.

| need to sit down, and talk with my Jesus;
Sit down, forget all of my trials;

Sit down, and let Him fill my spirit;

Sit down, and just rest in Him awhile.

| know Jesus is listening. | know he hears my prayer
When | find myself burdened with more | can bear.
As | walk through the valleys, | should have no fear.
Help me, Lord, to depend on You. Your voice | long to hear.

No more will | carry this load. No more will | go it alone,
'Cause Jesus already knows my trials. Jesus, | give life to You.

NT READING John 9:1-13, 24-25, 35-38
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long
as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work. > While | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” ® After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with
the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in
the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and
washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked,
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“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” ?Some claimed that
he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself
insisted, “I am the man.” 1 “How then were your eyes opened?” they
asked. 11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put
it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and
washed, and then | could see.” 12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said. 33 They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had been blind.

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give
glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this manis a
sinner.” 25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know. One
thing | do know. | was blind but now | see!”

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him,
he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ “Who is he, sir?” the
man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You
have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 33 Then
the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON: Learning to See Rev. Beaver

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

* Hymn Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in God, who sees beyond appearances and knows the
truth within every heart.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world, who opens the eyes
of the blind and shows us the way of compassion and mercy.

We believe the Holy Spirit is still at work among us, helping us see our
neighbors with love and guiding us to walk as children of light.

We trust that God’s grace is always at work in this world, often in ways
we do not yet recognize. And we commit ourselves to follow Christ
with open eyes, open hearts, and open hands. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have
sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Throughout scripture we are reminded that God does not measure
life the way the world does. People often look at appearance, success,
and possessions. But God looks upon the heart, our offering is one of
the ways we allow our hearts to be seen.

We are participating in the quiet work God is already doing in the world,
feeding the hungry, comforting the lonely, and sharing the light of Christ
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with our neighbors.

So with gratitude for all that God has given us, let us bring our gifts
and offerings.

OFFERTORY Nocturne Op. 72, Nr. 1 F. Chopin

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

* OFFERTORY PRAYER

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Amazing Grace 649
(vs.1-5)

CHARGE

Friends, as you go into the week ahead, remember that faith is not only
about believing the right things. Faith is also about learning to see.
Seeing the dignity in every person. Seeing the quiet ways grace appears
in ordinary moments. Seeing that God is already at work in this world.
So go with open eyes, open hearts, and open hands. Let us walk this
week as children of the light.
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BENEDICTION

And now may the God who looks upon the heart guide you and keep
you. May Christ, the light of the world, open your eyes to grace
wherever you go. And may the Holy Spirit lead you beside still waters,
restore your soul, and give you peace.

Goin love.
Go in hope.
Go in peace.

And ALL God’s Children said — Amen.

*POSTLUDE Waltz for Debby B. Evans
(* — If able, please stand)
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Donaldina Joung, in memory of
her father, Phillip.

TODAY: CLAYTON MESSELT MEMORIAL, 11 A.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER. The
Messelt family is hosting the Fellowship hour after worship today with a
special cake in honor of Clayton. All are invited.

CROSSROADS ANNUAL TRADITIONAL EASTER LUNCH -Saturday, March 28.
Donation table available every Sunday, March 1-22.
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YOU ARE INVITED — MissION BREAKFAST IMIAR 28 FEATURING CASA VIDA
NUEVA PARA NINOS (ORPHANAGE). A breakfast and presentation. The
directors and some of the children will attend. For tickets and details,
see Reed Olson in Fellowship after worship.

AMERICANA 3 SING-ALONG—March 20, 2:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.

MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS — Our Own Chancel Choir March 28, 3:00
p.m. featuring a Chamber Orchestra. “Pay What You Can at the Door”.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF — Mondays and Thursdays starting March 23,
1:00 p.m. Facilitated by carolyn Hill or Deb Jones. Contact the office to
register (520) 625-5023 or vpc-office@valleypres.net.

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of February 2026 ThroughWeek 10 (03/08/2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 85,853 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 291
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2025 Attendance Sanctuary 3,217
YTD Giving Support 202,180 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 86
YTD Giving Budget 125,000 |YTD 2025 Viewing On-Line 1,004

S. Ginader - VPC treasurer - steveginaden@gmail. com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita is §43.90 per member
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* m]:b £ REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Senior Pastor
2800 S. Camino del Sol - JAMIE REED, Director of Music
Green Valley, AZ 85622 ﬂ JAN BRACHEL, Organist/Accompanist
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emerita
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net

We are a Stephen Ministry Church

WELCOME — FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church.

Today’s worship explores what it means to truly see. In 1 Samuel,
the prophet Samuel learns that God does not judge by outward
appearance but looks upon the heart. In the Gospel of John, Jesus
restores sight to a man born blind, revealing that spiritual blindness
can often be harder to recognize than physical blindness. As we

continue our Lenten journey, we are invited to slow down, look
again, and allow God to open our eyes to the grace already present in
our lives and in one another.

We are grateful you are here.

Let us worship God together.
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