
 

1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

March 8, 2026                3rd Sunday in Lent 
 
 

  
 
 

PRELUDE                                                      Pavane                                  C. McMichael 
                                               Ellen Entwistle, Flute 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE / OUTPOURING OF WATERS / TRINITY RINGING     
                                                                                                        
CENTERING RITUAL (FONT & TRINITY BOWL)  

As water is poured each week in Lent, we remember our Baptism, not 
as something behind us, but as a living promise.  
 
With each breath, receive again the grace already given.  

Gathering Around the Word 
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(Chime Sounds) 
 
Breath in slowly – God is present.       Breath out slowly – We are here. 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                             Rudy Sweisfurth 
L: All who are thirsty, come to the waters. 
P: We come seeking life. 
 
L: All who are weary, come without price or payment. 
P: We come trusting grace. 
 
L: God’s mercy meets us before we arrive. 
P: We turn and receive the life already offered.                                                             
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
Holy and Living God, You meet us long before we know how to look for 
You. You call us back when we wander, wait patiently when we delay, 
and nourish life within us even when we feel barren. You are mercy 
stronger than our fear, patience deeper than our failures, 
and love that refuses to give up on Your people. Awaken us again to 
Your presence, that we may live fully in the grace already surrounding 
us.  Amen 
 
 
 

*HYMN OF ADORATION       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing            475 
     
 
 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                     
 
 
 

Jesus speaks not to condemn but to awaken. Repentance is not 
humiliation — it is invitation. Trusting God’s mercy, let us confess our 
sins. (silently – then together.)                                                
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          
    
   Merciful God, we confess we often live distracted lives; busy but not 
alive, religious but not transformed. We resist change even when 
grace invites us forward. We cling to what is comfortable instead of 
turning toward what gives life. 
   Forgive us. Loosen what binds us. Turn our hearts again toward You. 
Amen. 
 
 ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                        
 
 
 
 
 

L: Hear the good news: God’s grace does not wait for perfection. In 
Christ, mercy meets us exactly where we are and gently leads us toward 
life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                              
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 
Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
 
 
 
 

Hearing of the Word 
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
 

Living God, open our ears to hear not only words but invitation. Open 
our hearts to receive not judgment but life. Speak, for Your servants are 
listening. Amen. 
 
OT READING                                        ISAIAH 55:1 – 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have 
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your 
labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is 
good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to 
me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a 
witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not 
know will come running to you, because of the LORD your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 6 Seek the 
LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the 
wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them 
turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 
 

ANTHEM                     Shall We Gather at the River?         Setting: J. Carter 

 Shall we gather at the river,                                                                                                                         
Where bright angel feet have trod; 
With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/55-9.html
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Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river, 
That flows by the throne of God. 
 
Ere we reach the shining river, 
Lay we every burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, 
And provide a robe and crown.  
 
Deep river,  
My home is over Jordan.  
Deep river,  
I want to cross over into campground.  
 
Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
With the melody of peace. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE                                    LUKE 13:1 – 9  
 
1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus 
answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died 
when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more 
guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too will all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man 
had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it 
but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-7.html
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vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the 
soil?’ 8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll 
dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then 
cut it down.’ ” 
 
L: The words of God, for the people of God.  
P: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON:                                  Still Time to Grow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 

  
* HYMN                      There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                              435 
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  
 
 

   We believe in God, the Creator of life, who calls all people to come 
and receive grace freely given. We believe in Jesus Christ, who meets us 
in our wandering, calls us to turn toward life, and reveals mercy 
stronger than judgment. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who patiently 
tends the soil of our lives, nurturing growth we cannot produce on our 
own and renewing hope within us again and again. 
   We trust that God does not abandon what God has planted, but 
continues to cultivate, restore, and make all things new. Therefore, we 
turn toward God with hope, seeking to live as people rooted in grace, 
growing in love, and bearing fruit for the sake of the world. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Responding to the Word 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/13-9.html
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Lord’s Prayer) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have 
sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 
 CHORAL AMEN 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY                                    Lamb Of God                T. Paris/Arr. J. Raney 
                                           Ellen Entwistle, Flute 
  
 
 
 

* DOXOLOGY  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here 
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 
 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                                
 
 

   Generous God, receive these gifts and use them to cultivate life, in 
this church, in this community, and in the world You love. May what we 
offer become seeds of hope and signs of Your grace. Amen. 
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* HYMN                               Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                   65 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 

Go into this week remembering: growth is not forced — it is cultivated. 
Turn gently toward life. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
May the God who patiently tends every soul strengthen your roots, 
renew your hope, and lead you into deeper life. Go in peace. Amen. 
                                                
CONGREGATION MEETING: Election of Deacon                                        Sandy Heintz 
 

 *POSTLUDE                      
  
 

                           * —  If able, please stand 
Worship doesn’t end at the doors. 
 
 
 
 

Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net. 
 
 

 
 FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY:  Connie Jarvis and Rick Nau 
celebrate the divine intervention that brought them together.  
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB:  Vic Valade, and 
Michael Schoeben.  
 
Most classes or meetings will not be held this week due to Patio Sale.  

Carrying the Word into the World 
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CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
  
CROSSROADS ANNUAL TRADITIONAL EASTER LUNCH will be held on Saturday, 
March 28, 2025. Donations of hams, canned corn, canned green beans, 
candy, dinner rolls, and bottled water are needed. A table will be set up 
every Sunday March 1 – 22 to collect donations and provide volunteer 
sign-up information  
 
YOU ARE INVITED – MISSION BREAKFAST MAR 28 FEATURING CASA VIDA 
NUEVA PARA NIÑOS (ORPHANAGE). A breakfast and presentation on the 
orphanage highlighting successes and challenges will be given, including 
a big surprise announcement. You do not want to miss this one. The 
directors and some of the children will attend. For tickets and details, 
see Reed Olson in Fellowship Hall after church or visit the church office 
during the week or contact Reed: reedolson5623@gmail.com  
For more information, go to: www.risesa.org 
 
MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS – Our Own Chancel Choir March 28, 3:00 
p.m. featuring a Chamber Orchestra. “Pay What You Can at the Door”. 
 
AMERICANA 3 SING-ALONG—March 20, 2:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.  

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF – Mondays and Thursdays starting March 23, 
1:00 p.m. This eight-session course will provide those who are grieving a 
loss an opportunity to understand grief, to receive support on the grief 
journey and suggest a healthy way to grieve.  Facilitated by carolyn Hill 
or Deb Jones.  

 
Clayton Messelt Memorial will be next Sunday, March 15, 11 a.m. in 

the Spiritual Life Center. 
 

mailto:reedolson5623@gmail.com
http://www.risesa.org/
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WELCOME — THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church. 
    

 Today we begin the season of Lent. A journey not of striving harder, 
but of slowing down enough to notice God’s presence already at 
work in our lives Lent invites honesty, reflection, and renewed trust 
in the grace that sustains us when life feels heavy.  

    Wherever you find yourself today, certain or searching, peaceful 
or carrying burdens, you belong here. Together we will walk toward 
Easter, learning again what it means to live not by fear or striving, 
but by the faithful love of God. 

 

We are grateful you are here. Let us worship God together. 
 

http://www.valleypresbyterian.net/

