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MARCH 1, 2026 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE              Morning Has Broken           Bunessan/Arr. K. McChesney 
                              Valley Ringers  
 
CENTERING RITUAL – WATER & TRINITY BOWL 
 
L: As the water is poured and the bowl is sounded, we remember our 
baptism. The promise that before we understood faith, God claimed 
us in love. 
 
 
LET US BREATHE TOGETHER.              Rev. Blair Beaver 
 
Breathe in – receiving grace. 
Breathe out – releasing what you carry. 
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Breathe in – God’s presence. 
Breathe out – your striving. 
 
Breathe in – We arrive not alone, 
Breathe out – but already held. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                          Kurt Hargleroad 
L: God of covenant and mercy, you call us out of fear into trust. 
P: We come seeking rest for our weary hearts. 
L: When uncertainty surrounds us, God remains faithful. 
P: When we feel unsteady, God holds us fast. 
L: Come, let us worship the One whose love never fails. 
P: Let us worship God.        
 
                                                 
OPENING HYMN                        Great Is Thy Faithfulness                    39 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Faithful and living God, before we spoke your name, you knew us. 
Before we sought you, you came toward us. You meet us not in 
perfection, but in honesty, not in strength alone, but in longing and 
hope. 

Gather us now beneath the shelter of your mercy. Quiet our anxious 
striving. Open our hearts to trust the grace already given. Receive 
our worship — and form us again as your people. Amen. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION  
Scripture reminds us that faith begins with truthfulness before God. 
Trust grows where honesty lives. 
Let us confess together. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
Merciful God, we confess that we often live as though everything 
depends on us. We cling to control, we carry burdens alone, and 
we struggle to trust your steady presence. 
Forgive us when fear shapes our decisions more than faith. 
Release us from anxious striving, and teach us again to rest in 
your grace. Renew us through your mercy, that we may live as 
people who trust your love. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: Hear the good news: God’s covenant does not depend on our 
perfection. God’s mercy does not wait for our readiness. In Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and held in grace. Friends, believe 
the good news of the Gospel: 
P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE 
*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                              
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 



 

4 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Faithful God, you know the hopes we carry and the fears we rarely 
name. 
We pray for those facing illness and uncertainty… for those grieving 
losses seen and unseen… for those navigating change and 
searching for purpose… for families separated by distance… for 
communities longing for peace and compassion. Teach us to trust 
your presence in every season of life. Strengthen your Church, that 
we may become a people who hold one another with the same 
grace you give to us. We offer these prayers in the spirit of Christ, 
who taught us to pray:   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever Amen. 
  

HEARING OF THE WORD 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Faithful God, as your Word is read and proclaimed, open our hearts 
beyond fear, our minds beyond certainty, and our lives beyond self-
reliance, that we may hear your living voice speaking to us today. 
Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18      The Lord’s Covenant with Abram 
15 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:  
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”  
2 But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I 
remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a 
servant in my household will be my heir.” 
 4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your 
heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He 
took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—
if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.”  
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 
7 He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of 
the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”  
8 But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain 
possession of it?”  
9 So the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each 
three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”  
10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the 
halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in 
half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram 
drove them away.  
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick 
and dreadful darkness came over him. 
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17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot 
with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On 
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great 
river, the Euphrates— 
 
ANTHEM   You Are My All in All              Arr. J Reed 
 

You are my strength when I am weak; 
You are the treasure that I seek; 
You are all in all. 
When I fall down you pick me up; 
When I am dry, you fill my cup; 
You are my all in all. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Worthy is your name! 
 
 
Luke 13:31–35                                                   Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem 
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, 
“Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and 
healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach 
my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the 
next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you 



 

7 
 

will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.” 
 
SERMON:                                     Already Held 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
We believe in the faithful God who comes toward us before we 
know how to seek, who makes covenant not because we are 
strong, but because love is God’s nature. 

We trust in Jesus Christ, who gathers the weary, welcomes the 
uncertain, and reveals a mercy deeper than our fear. In Christ we 
see that God does not abandon the world, but holds it — and us 
— with steadfast grace. 

We believe the Holy Spirit is at work among us even now, quietly 
forming faith within ordinary lives, teaching us to trust when 
certainty fades and to hope when the path is unclear. 

We confess that our lives are not sustained by our striving, but 
by God’s faithfulness. And so, we come as we are: 
honest, hopeful, and held.  Trusting that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                           475 
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
Invitation to the Table 
This is not our table. It belongs to Christ, who gathers all who hunger 
for grace, all who seek rest, all who are learning again how to trust. 
Come not because you are certain, but because God is faithful. 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Faithful God, you made covenant with your people and walked 
beside them through every wilderness. When fear overcame hope, 
your promise remained. In Jesus Christ, you gathered us like 
children beneath sheltering wings, feeding the hungry, welcoming 
the weary, and revealing love stronger than death. And so with all 
creation we praise you: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these 
gifts of bread and cup, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and that we may be renewed as Christ’s body in the world. 
Unite us in faith, nourish us in hope, and send us forth to live as 
people shaped by grace. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, all 
glory and honor are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God, you have fed us with bread of heaven and renewed us 
with grace beyond measure. Send us now into the world not striving 
harder, but trusting deeper.  Held by your mercy and guided by your 
Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Freely we have received God’s grace. 
Freely we share our lives, our gifts, and our love 
for the sake of God’s work in the world. 

 

OFFERTORY Great is the Lord                M.W. Smith/Arr. D.E. Wagner 
Valley Ringers 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, receive these gifts as signs of grateful hearts. Use 
them to bring hope where there is weariness, community where 
there is loneliness, and love where it is needed most. Amen. 
 
 

CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

CLOSING HYMN            Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                            187 
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CHARGE 
Go into the world remembering: 
You are not asked to carry life alone. 
You are not asked to secure the future. 
You are invited to trust the God who walks beside you. 
Live this week as people already held by grace. 

 

BENEDICTION 
May the steadfast love of God surround you, 
the peace of Christ steady you, 
and the Spirit guide your steps — 
today, tomorrow, and always. 
Amen. 
 

*POSTLUDE            
  

* — If able, please stand 
 

Worship doesn’t end at the doors. 
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net. 

 
FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Lesley Bruce in honor of 
Joe’s birthday. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB:  Vic Valade, 
and Michael Schoeben.  
 

DIGGING DEEPER – While the “Seekers” Class is in hiatus, Pastor Blair 
is leading a session discussing that morning’s sermon following 
Sundays Worship at 11:00 a.m. in the classroom 5. This will 
continue through Easter Sunday, April 5. 
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PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and   
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people 
who have Parkinson’s. 
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY – Monday at 1:00 p.m. Classroom 5. A Bible 
Study following the Lenten journey.  Becoming: A Journey with a 
Present God. Zoom is available.  
 

CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
This 30-minute exercise program is for health, stress and balance. 
Free to all.  
 

PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room.  
All are welcome. 
 

YOGA WITH JOSIE – Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall, $5.00 a class.  
 

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL – Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet 
Family Room.  
  

LENTEN WORSHIP FOLLOWED BY SOUP AND BREAD – 5:00 p.m. in the 
Spiritual Life Center. Wednesdays during Lent.  
  

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall. $5.00 a class.  
 

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE- Only Beginners, Tuesday 12:00 p.m. 
  

VALLEY RINGERS REHEARSAL—Wednesdays at 2:15 p.m. in the Sweet 
Family Room. 
  

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the              
Sanctuary.  
  

YOTO’S SPRING LUNCHEON – (Friday, March 6) Sign up today at the 
YOTO table in Charter Hall.  
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CROSSROADS ANNUAL TRADITIONAL EASTER LUNCH will be held on 
Saturday, March 28, 2025. Donations of hams, canned corn, canned 
green beans, candy, dinner rolls, and bottled water are needed. A 
table will be set up every Sunday March 1 – 22 to collect donations 
and provide volunteer sign-up information  
 

MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS – Our Own Chancel Choir March 28, 
3:00 p.m.  
 

 THE CHOSEN, THURSDAYS, 2 P.M. IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER: This 
Thursday (March 5), Jesus delivers the Sermon on the Mount to 
thousands, directly impacting his disciples' lives. Judas Iscariot 
joins the disciples.  
 

WRITE WHERE YOU ARE: Fridays, began February 27, (no class March 
13) Facilitated by published Author and Amherst Writers and Artist 
trained facilitator, Linda Piotrowski. Class is limited to 10 people, 
contact Linda Piotrowski at giraffe109@gmail.com to register for 
group. 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF – Mondays and Thursdays starting              
March 23, 1:00 p.m. This eight-session course will provide those 
who are grieving a loss an opportunity to understand grief, to receive 
support on the grief journey and suggest a healthy way to grieve.  
Facilitated by carolyn Hill or Deb Jones.  
 
 
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL-Pick up your copy today at the Welcome Centers 
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REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff 
JAMIE REED, Director of Music 
JAN BRACHEL, Organist/Accompanist 
REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emerita  
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus 

 
2800 S. Camino del Sol 
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 
Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net 
Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net 

 

WELCOME — SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church. 

 

Today we continue the season of Lent. A journey not of striving harder, 
but of slowing down enough to notice God’s presence already at work in 
our lives. Lent invites honesty, reflection, and renewed trust in the grace 

that sustains us when life feels heavy.  
 

Wherever you find yourself today, certain or searching, peaceful or 
carrying burdens, you belong here. Together we will walk toward Easter, 

learning again what it means to live not by fear or striving,  but by the 
faithful love of God. 

 

We are grateful you are here. Let us worship God together. 

http://www.valleypresbyterian.net/

