Valley Presbyterian Church

(LISA)

Oasis of Grace

February 22, 2026

Gathering Around the Word

PRELUDE River Dance/Peace Like a River  Arr. Albrecht/Dakin
Joyful Spirit Ensemble

ANNOUNCEMENTS /PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
OUTPOURING OF WATERS / LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

TRINITY RINGING Rev. Blair Beaver
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CALL TO WORSHIP Marcia MacDonald
: In wilderness and in wonder, God calls us together.

: We come seeking mercy and meaning.

: When we feel burdened and weary,

: God meets us with grace.

: When we believe everything depends on us,

: God reminds us we are held.
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: Come, let us worship the One who sustains life.
All: Let us worship God.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

* HYMN OF ADORATION  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65

CALL TO CONFESSION

Lent begins with honesty. God already knows the burdens we carry
and the fears we hide. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
together. Let us pray first silently — then together.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we often live as though everything
depends on us. We cling to control. We carry worries we cannot
resolve. We measure our worth by what we accomplish rather than
by your love.

Forgive us when fear shapes our decisions more than faith.
Forgive us when busyness keeps us from trusting you. Teach us to
release what we were never meant to carry alone. Restore us to the
freedom of your grace. Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

L: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and held in mercy. Friends,
believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

P: Thanks be to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, 1s now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen,
Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

CHORAL AMEN

Hearing of the Word

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
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OT READING DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11

26 When you have entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an
inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of
the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land
the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the
place the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name ® and say
to the priest in office at the time, “I declare today to the Lord your God
that I have come to the land the Lord swore to our ancestors to give
us.” 4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in
front of the altar of the Lord your God. ® Then you shall declare before
the Lord your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went
down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great
nation, powerful and numerous. ® But the Egyptians mistreated us and
made us suffer, subjecting us to harsh labor.” Then we cried out to
the Lord, the God of our ancestors, and the Lord heard our voice and
saw our misery, toil and oppression. 3So the Lord brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and
with signs and wonders. * He brought us to this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey; !° and now I bring the firstfruits
of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before
the Lord your God and bow down before him. " Then you and the
Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the good
things the Lord your God has given to you and your household.

ANTHEM Total Praise J. Raney

Lord, I will lift my eyes to the hills,
Knowing my help is coming from you.

Y our peace you give me in time of the storm.
You are the source of my strength,

You are the strength of my life.

I lift my hands in total praise to you.
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty.

Early in the morning my song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty.

God, in three persons, blessed Trinity.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE LUKE 4:1-13

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the

Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was
hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this
stone to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not
live on bread alone.” 3 The devil led him up to a high place and showed
him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. ¢ And he said to him,

“I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to

me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. " If you worship me, it will all
be yours.” 8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God
and serve him only.” ? The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand
on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said,
“throw yourself down from here. ! For it is written:

“He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.” ! Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.” ¥ When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left
him until an opportune time.

L: The words of God, for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God

SERMON: What Actually Sustains Us
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* HYMN How Firm a Foundation 463

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in
God’s image.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God, who proclaimed
God’s reign, welcomed sinners, and offered healing and hope.

We trust in the Holy Spirit, who calls us to faith, gives us courage
to pray without ceasing, and forms us into a community of
forgiveness and love. In life and in death, we belong to God. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF STEPHEN MINISTERS

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Everything we have is gift. We offer not out of obligation, but in
gratitude to the One who sustains us. Let us present our tithes and
offerings to God.

OFFERTORY Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore  Arr. J. Dakin
Joyful Spirit Ensemble C. Gabarain

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

Carrying the Word into the World

* HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This 215
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

As you go into this week, remember: not everything rests on your
shoulders. Go trusting the grace that sustains you, the Christ who walks
beside you, and the Spirit who gives you peace.

And may the blessing of God, Christ, and Holy Spirit be with you now
and forever. And all of God’s children said — Amen.

*POSTLUDE Ash Grove with Thanks Be To God Arr. Page

- If able, please stand

Worship doesn’t end at the doors.
Today’s service is available online at valleypres.net.

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY: Sue Horton, in memory
of Mark Horton.

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Vic
Valade, and Michael Schoeben.

DIGGING DEEPER — While the “Seekers Class is in hiatus, Pastor Blair
will lead a session discussing that morning’s sermon

following Sundays Worship at 11:00 a.m. in the Spiritual Life

Center. This will continue through Easter Sunday, April 5.

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS — Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people
who have Parkinson’s.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY — Monday at 1:00 p.m. Classroom 5. A Bible
Study following the Lenten journey. Becoming: A Journey with a
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Present God. Zoom 1s available.

CARDIO DRUMMING — Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
This 30-minute exercise program is for health, stress and balance. Free
to all.

PRAYER MINISTRY—Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Sweet Family Room.
All are welcome.

YOGA WITH JOSIE — Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Fridays at 8:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall, $5.00 a class.

LINE DANCING WITH STEVE — Only Beginners, Tuesday, at 12:00 p.m.

JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL — Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in
Sweet Family Room.

LENTEN WORSHIP FOLLOWED BY SOUP AND BREAD — 5:00 p.m. in the
Spiritual Life Center. Wednesdays during Lent. “Learning to Notice
God’s Presence”.

CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER — Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall. $5.00 a class.

VALLEY RINGERS REHEARSAL—Wednesdays at 2:15 p.m. in the Sweet
Family Room.

CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY — 3:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

SIGN UP FOR YOTO’S SPRING LUNCHEON -
(Friday, March 6) today at the YOTO table in Charter Hall.
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THE CHOSEN THURSDAYS AT 2:00 P.M. SPIRITUAL LIFE

CENTER- This Thursday, (Feb 26), the disciples help Jesus with the
logistics of his sermon on the mount as thousands arrive. We are
introduced to one last disciple.

FOUNDATION COMMITTEE’S GIVING FORUM—Sunday. March 1,

11 a.m. There will be guest speakers from Generous Wealth Advisors to
answer your questions and to provide meaningful and tax-smart ways to
give. Please call the church (520) 625-5023 to reserve your spot. A light
lunch will be served.

WRITE WHERE YOU ARE: Fridays, Starting February 27, (no class
March 13) Facilitated by published Author and Amherst Writers and
Artist trained facilitator, Linda Piotrowski. Class 1s limited to 10 people,
contact Linda Piotrowski at giraffel 09@gmail.com to register for group.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF — Mondays and Thursdays starting

March 23, 1:00 p.m. This eight-session course will provide those who
are grieving a loss an opportunity to understand grief, to receive support
on the grief journey and suggest a healthy way to grieve. Facilitated by
carolyn Hill or Deb Jones.

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL—Pick up your copy today at the
Welcome Centers

VPC Financial - Attendance / On-Line Viewing Metrics

Monthly Giving Support Contributions Weekly Attendance / Viewing

As of January 2026 ThroughWeek 7 (02/15/2026)
Monthly Giving Support $ 117,527 |Weekly Attendance Sanctuary 311
Monthly Giving Budget 62,500 |YTD 2025 Attendance Sanctuary 2,311
YTD Giving Support 117,527 |Weekly Viewing On-Line 142
YTD Giving Budget 62,500 [YTD 2025 Viewing On-Line 771

5. Ginader - VPC treasurer - sfeveginaden@gmail.com - 952-687-1879 2026 Per Capita i1s $43.90 per member
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I Valley Preshyterian Church ="
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2800 S. Camino del Sol ﬂ REV. BLAIR BEAVER, Head of Staff
Green Valley, AZ 85622 JAMIE REED, Director of Music
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 JAN BRACHEL, Ogganist/Accompanist

REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor Emetita

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net .
REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emetritus

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net
We are a Stephen Ministry Church

WELCOME — FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church.

Today we begin the season of Lent. A journey not of striving harder,
but of slowing down enough to notice God’s presence already at
work in our lives. Lent invites honesty, reflection, and renewed trust
in the grace that sustains us when life feels heavy.

Wherever you find yourself today, certain or searching, peaceful
or carrying burdens, you belong here. Together we will walk toward
Easter, learning again what it means to live not by fear or striving,
but by the faithful love of God.

We are grateful you are here. Let us worship God together.
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