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January 4, 2026 
Epiphany Sunday 

Sacrament of Communion  
  
PRELUDE                                                 We Three Kings                               T. Wilhelmi 
                                                                                                                              
OUTPOURING OF WATERS, PASSING CHRIST PEACE,                                           
RINGING BOWL FOR THE TRINITY         Pastor Diane Christpher 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                           Linda Freeman 
Leader: Arise, people of God! The light has come; it shines around 
us, within us, and without us. 
People: In the darkness of winter, we seek out the light of Christ. 
  
Leader: Gather, people of God! Come to encounter the Holy Mystery 
of God-with-us. 
People: As the wise men journeyed from afar, so have we come 
to pay homage to the Christ child. 
  
Leader: Give thanks, people of God! Let us be servants of the 
gospel, sharers in the promise of Christ. 
People: Through Christ, we have access to God; let us be bold in 
our worship! 
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OPENING HYMN              We Three Kings of Orient Are                           151 
                                                               (versus 1, 2 and 5) 
  
CALL TO CONFESSION                                             
The psalmist reminds us, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always                 
accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.” With this knowledge, we 
confess our sins before God and one another with confidence. 

                     
 UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        
Most holy and most loving God, we admit to you and to each 
other, that we are creatures who often choose darkness                  
instead of light. Here and now, we surrender to you our fears and 
proud opinions, our short-sighted folly and our pompous wisdom, 
our deep-seated sins and our apathy towards change and 
renewal. “Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within us. (Silent Prayer) Amen 
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                  
My friends, Epiphany is good news! The Light comes not to sear and 
blind us but to save us. Friends, believe the Good News of the 
Gospel, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  
RESPONSE OF PRAISE                                                                                                                113                                                                                            
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!    
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ANTHEM    Messiah Medley (O Come, Little Children, Hark! The  
Herald Angels Sing, For Unto Us A Child Is Born)      Arr. L. McKechnie 

    
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                      Isaiah 43: 18-19 
“Forget the former things; 
    do not dwell on the past. 
 See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland.” 

Philippians 3: 10-14 

 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection 
and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the 
dead. 
  
 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at 
my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me.  Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is                 
behind and straining toward what is ahead,  I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 
  
L:  This is the Word of the Lord 
P: Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON:                                                           “WHAT IF?”   
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HYMN           What Child Is This?                                    145 
                                                  
 CALL FOR OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY                                              Take and Eat                                G. Grier                                   
I eat the bread that you have broken. 
I drink the wine that you have poured for me. 
I do this in remembrance of your sacrifice. 
I hear the words that you have spoken. 
I feel the love that you have given me, 
I know that I will be with you in paradise. 
So, I take and eat the living bread of life prepared for me. 
And I take and drink the giving wine you poured to set me free. 
O Lord, I pray that you will fill my heart. 
O Lord, I pray that you will make me whole. 
O Lord of life, please help me quench my thirsty soul. 
I will remember as I take and eat, 
the greatest sacrifice you made for me. 
O precious Lord, I will prepare myself for thee. 
Amen. 
                                                                                      
*Please print your name in the fellowship register: Friendship 
Pads in the pews are a great way to meet your neighbor.  
 

** If you have a special prayer request, please fill out the blue card in 
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. There is also a box in 
the Narthex you may place it in as well. Our Pastors and Prayer 
Ministry Team will Pray for your request.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
   

The Invitation  
 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Sung) 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  
                hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
          and forgive us our debts,  
          as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
          but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
          and the glory, forever. Amen.     

  
The Words of Institution 
  
 Distribution of the Elements 

 (Please hold your elements so all may receive together) 
 
HYMN                               O Sing to the Lord                                                 637 
                                             
CHARGE (in unison) 
Go forth into the world in peace. Hold fast to that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted. 
Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor and love the Lord, 
your God, this day and forever more. 

BENEDICTION 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                   Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Great is Thy Faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
POSTLUDE                Good Christian Friends Rejoice          Arr. M. Hayes 
 
   
                           All those who are able, please stand 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

All Worship Services are available for replay on our website. 
www.valleypres.net 

 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY, PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS ON THE 
CART OUTSIDE THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE IN THE HOSPITAL OR IN REHAB: Tom Dierken. 

PARKINSON’S CHAIR EXERCISE CLASS – Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Charter Hall. This is a free class for people who 
have Parkinson’s.  
 
MISSION QUILTERS—Monday, January 5, 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
  
AN EVENING OF LINE DANCING—Monday, January 5 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
  
CARDIO DRUMMING – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

http://www.valleypres.net/
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This 30-minute exercise program is for health, stress and balance.  
 
JOYFUL SPIRIT ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL – Tuesdays, at 2:15 p.m. in Sweet 
Family Room.  
 
LINE DANCING WITH STEVE – Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. for beginners 
only, 1:00 p.m. for intermediate and 2:00 p.m. for beginners open to 
all.  
 
CHAIR EXERCISE WITH MIA COOPER – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Fridays at 12:00 p.m. in the Charter Hall.  
 
 CHOIR PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY – 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  
 
THE CHOSEN THURSDAYS AT 2:00 P.M. - Class resumes this Thursday, 
January 8 in the Spiritual Life Center. We start with season 2 as the 
disciple John begins to write his gospel. We invite all to come. There 
is no need to see season 1 to appreciate the start of season 2.  
  
MISSON BREAKFAST–Join us Saturday, January 17, 8:30 a.m. don’t 
miss your chance to meet some of the Young Adult Volunteers, and 
to purchase some tamales. Pick up your tickets during Fellowship in 
the Charter Hall.  Tickets for breakfast are $5. 
 
WOMEN’S GATHERING LUNCHEON – Thursday, January 22, 11:30 a.m. a 
Readers Play by the VPC Laughing Ladies, “Lunch with Eddy”.                  
Register Sundays, January 11 and 18. All are welcome to join us.  
 
 
 
MUSIC IN THE VALLEY PRESENTS – February 14, 2:00 p.m. University of 
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Arizona Graduating Seniors will be performing “Songs to Love By.” 
“Pay what you can” at the door. 

  
FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY - Please sign up soon for flowers for a 
special occasion in 2026 ($65.00) Please call the office (520) 625-
5023 or email: vpc-office@valleypres.net.  
  
 PASTOR CRAIGS RETIREMENT PARTY—Sunday, January 25, at the Quail 
Creek Ballroom. 2:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. Sign-up today during 
Fellowship after worship. Email the office at vpc-
office@valleypres.net or call (526) 625-5023.  
  
 
 
  

 
 

WELCOME to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living 
 waters of God’s grace as we worship together in spirit.  
 VISITORS: Consider yourself at home while you are here!  Please     
enjoy a cup of coffee, lemonade and a cookie while visiting the       
Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after the church worship 
service. You can pick up a Visitor’s Information Packet at the Visitor's 
Table or the Welcome Centers. If you would like to receive more 
information about us, visit us at   valleypres.net where you can sign 
up for our daily email blasts and monthly newsletter.   

 Children are invited to worship in the sanctuary then attend Sunday 
School after Children’s Time. 

 We are glad you have joined us today. 

http://valleypres.net/
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