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The Proper Perspective 
The Source: Thanksgiving Eve Service 

November 26, 2014 
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
As I thought about this message, I came across lists that people had written of 
things they were thankful. These lists caused me to be so grateful, that I want to 
share some of them with you. These lists put things and events in their proper 
perspective. These lists help us be thankful to the right Person for the right 
reasons and as our scripture said – to be thankful in all things. 
 
This sermon is not very theological or deep. It’s not word study on the word 
“thanksgiving.” Nor is it a 3 point sermon. I just share some thoughts to prepare 
you for tomorrow, so your Thanksgiving Day will be one of great gratitude and joy 
– no matter what your circumstance. 
 
Here’s a list to get us started: 

 Be grateful for automatic dishwashers. They make it possible for mother to 
get out of the kitchen before the kids come back for between-meal snacks. 

 Be grateful for husbands who attack small repair jobs around the house. 
They usually make them big enough to call in professionals who’ll do it 
right. 

 Be grateful for teenagers. They give parents an opportunity to learn a 
second language. 

 And at Thanksgiving, be grateful for smoke alarms. They let you know 
when the turkey’s done. 

  
One thing I learned from these lists is this: perspective is everything. One young 
lady wrote home from college: 
 
Dear Mom: Sorry I haven’t written sooner. My arm has been broken. I broke it 
and my left leg when I jumped from the second floor of my dormitory…when we 
had the fire. We were lucky. A young service station attendant saw the blaze and 
called the Fire Department. They were there in minutes. I was in the hospital for 
a few days. Paul, the service station attendant came to see me every day. And 
because it was taking so long to get our dormitory livable again, I moved in with 
him. He has been so nice I must admit that I am pregnant. Paul and I plan to get 
married just as soon as he can get a divorce. I hope things are fine at home. I’m 
doing fine, and will write more when I get the chance.  
Love, Your daughter, Susie. 
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P.S. None of the above is true. But I did get a “C” in Sociology and flunked 
Chemistry. I just wanted you to receive this news in its “Proper Perspective.” 
 
Here’s having the proper perspective from a Peanuts Cartoon. Charlie Brown 
brings out Snoopy’s dinner on Thanksgiving Day. But it was just his usual dog food 
in a bowl. Snoopy took one look at the dog food and said, “This isn’t fair. The rest 
of the world is eating turkey with all the trimmings, and all I get is dog food. 
Because I’m a dog, all I get is dog food.” He stood there and stared at his dog 
food for a moment, and said, “I guess it could be worse. I could be a turkey.” 
 
Having the right perspective helps us to be thankful. 
Here’s a list to show you how to have the right perspective: 
I am thankful for… 
…the taxes I pay 
…because it means I’m employed. 
 
…the clothes that fit a little too snug 
…because it means I have enough to eat. 
 
…the spot I find at the far end of the parking lot 
…because it means I am capable of walking. 
 
…my huge heating bill 
…because it means I am warm. 
 
…all the complaining I hear about our government 
…because it means we have freedom of speech. 
 
…the lady behind me in church who sings off key 
…because it means that I can hear. 
 
…the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours 
…because it means that I am alive. 
 
Thanksgiving is uniquely different from Christmas. Christmas starts us thinking of 
what we don’t have and want to get. Thanksgiving reminds us of what we have 
and Who gave it to us. Thanksgiving takes our mind off of our wants and focuses 
them on our blessings.  
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Psychologists today tell us that sincere gratitude, thanksgiving, is the healthiest of 
all human emotions. It produces more positive emotional energy than any other 
attitude in life. 
 
Give thanks in all circumstances our scripture passage says.  
 
Here’s a few suggestions from another list: 

 Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you want. If you did, 
what would there be to look forward to? 

 Be thankful when you don’t know something, this gives you the 
opportunity to learn. 

 Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow. 

 Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for 
improvement. 

 Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build strength and 
character. 

 Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons. 

 Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a 
difference. 

 
In all things, give thanks. But not just giving thanks – its giving thanks to the right 
Person. 
 
Harriet Martineau was an atheist. One morning she and a friend stepped out into 
the glories of a beautiful fall morning. As she saw the brilliant sun peaking 
through the haze, and the frost on the meadow, and the brightly colored leaves 
making their way lazily to the group, she was filled with the beauty and burst 
forth with “I am so thankful. I’m just so grateful for it all.” And her believing 
friend asked, “Grateful to whom, my dear?” 
 
That is a good question at Thanksgiving. If you’re grateful, if you are thankful, 
then the next question would have to be, “Grateful to whom?” 
 
We are the only nation in the world, besides Canada and the Philippines that has 
a thanksgiving day. The first thanksgiving day was proclaimed in 1789 by George 
Washington: (note Who we are thanking) 
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On PPT: 
“By the President of the United States of America. A proclamation: Whereas, it is 
the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey 
His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor; 
 
Whereas, both Houses of Congress have by their joint committee requested me 
‘to recommend to the people of the United States a day of Public Thanksgiving 
and Prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many 
signal favors of Almighty God. 
 
“Now, Therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of November 
next, to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and 
glorious Being…that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and 
humble thanks…” 
 
Grateful to whom, my dear? 
 
Thanksgiving doesn’t commemorate a battle or anyone’s birthday or anniversary. 
It is simply a day set aside to express our nation’s thanks to our God. Every good 
gift comes from God and that God is (as the theologians put it) “the Source, 
Support, and End of all things.” The very breath in our mouths is the free gift of 
God.  
 
Max Lucado says, “I wake up in a world of miracles every morning. Every time I 
breathe and use the oxygen and incorporate it into my body it is a miracle. Every 
time I open my eyes and see the beauty that surrounds me, that’s a miracle. 
Every time I touch the hand of a baby, that’s a miracle. Every time I take a morsel 
of food and put it into my mouth and chew it, and my body digests it and uses 
the energy from it, that’s a miracle. 
 
“Just a surely as it was a miracle when God opened the waters of the Red sea, 
just as surely as it was a miracle when Jesus fed the multitudes, just as surely as it 
was a miracle when Jesus healed the blind man, we wake up in a world of 
miracles every day.” 
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Corrie Ten Boom, in her classic autobiography The Hiding Place tells of the time 
she and her sister were forced to take off all their clothes during Nazi inspections 
at a death camp. 
 
Miss Ten Boom stood in line feeling forsaken and defiled. Suddenly she 
remembered that Jesus hung naked on the cross. Struck with wonder and 
worship during that seemingly forsaken moment, Ten Boom leaned forward and 
whispered to her sister, “Betsie, they took his clothes, too.” Betsie gasped and 
said, “Oh, Corrie, and I never thanked him.”  
 
Thanksgiving does not require bounty – just recognition of what our Savior has 
already done. 
 
So, let us give thanks. 
 
Sing “Give Thanks.” 
 


