
All those who are able, please stand. 
9:30 a.m.                                                                 December 10, 2017   
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                             Worship Ways             
Oh God, You call to us from the wild places, You call to us from the  
inner chambers of our hearts. We come in answer to your call.  We  
come to pray, to praise, to learn of your love for all creation. Reveal  
your glory that we may see it together - inform and inspire us to  
seek your kingdom on earth in our time. Amen.      

WELCOME & NEWS OF THE CHURCH               Rev. Dr. Linda Lloyd 
Please print your name in the Friendship Register provided in your pew.  

MOMENT FOR PERSONNEL                              Elder Tommy Calhoun 

POURING OF THE WATER 
L:  Jesus is the Living Water.        P:  Praise be to God. 

 
PRELUDE                   O Come, Little Children            arr. Kenneth Lowenberg 

                                                   Valley Ringers 
                     
INTROIT                         We Wait in Hope                                  Joel Raney 

                                                  Sanctuary Choir 

All creation lies in waiting, in the stillness of the night,  
with hope anticipating the Advent of Eternal Light. 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      Doris Steffy & Betty Everett                                   
Leader:  Advent is a time to watch.  

People: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
Leader:  During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of despair. 
People: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 Leader: During Advent we watch for forgiveness in the midst of rebellion. 
People: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 Leader: During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict. 
People: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 
 Leader: During Advent we watch for the presence of God in the midst of a 

fallen world. 
 All: We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel. 

*Les Roberts is a drummer from Tucson and plays for many groups in 
Tucson and surrounding areas. We thank Les for sharing his musical 
gifts with us this morning!  

Rev. Mark Medina is holding office hours on Wednesday mornings 
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Coyote Grill at San Ignacio Golf Club. 
Feel free to drop in for coffee or iced tea. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Please sign up at the Information Table for 
Christmas poinsettias that beautify our Sanctuary and cheer up our shut
-ins. Poinsettia plants will be $10 each and must be paid when you sign 
up. If you would like to announce your plant donation as a memorial, 
please be sure to let us know when you sign up. 

Forming Your Faith: Adult Sunday School Class. After worship 
today, get a cup of coffee and some snacks, and head into Classroom 5 
for an enlightening study and discussion on a current event with an 
application of scripture. Gail Barker is your teacher. Class begins 15 
minutes after worship ends.  

Pray Like Jesus: Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer! Come join our six-
week discussion as we re-examine the content of the Lord’s Prayer by 
studying Pray Like Jesus, by pastor and author Don Underwood. Classes 
begin on Thursday, January 4th at 10:00 a.m. in Classroom 5. Sign up 
today at the Faith Formation kiosk in Fellowship Hall. 

Women’s Ministries: As we move into the Advent season, mark your 
calendars for the Women’s Ministries Luncheon Gathering on 
December 19th at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Our program will be 
working together to assemble gift boxes for ten people/families that 
have been recommended to us by Valley Assistance. Reservations can 
be made at the Women’s Ministries table today and on the 17th for $11. 

Staff Appreciation Gift: Over the years, the Valley Presbyterian 
Church members have given a special Christmas gift to staff members. 
Once again, we are providing envelopes in the pews today and on 
Sunday, December 17th for those who wish to express their additional 
appreciation for the church staff. Envelopes can be sent to Annie Stitt 
at the church office. Wishing all of you a blessed Christmas! 

Friendship Kettle Dinner: Sunday, December 17th at 5:00 p.m. Join 
us for a dinner featuring pork tenderloin. At 6:00 p.m., a program by 
Angel Perez, guitarist, singer. Tickets ($11) are available in Fellowship 
Hall today after worship. 

Advent Devotionals are still available at the Welcome Centers near the 
two main entrances and the Faith Formation kiosk in Fellowship Hall. 
We have plenty, so take some for neighbors and friends. We also have 
Christmas postcards to invite friends and relatives to our Christmas 
Eve service. 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
      Don & Karen Brooks, 
   Cheryl & Dave Stepp 

Information Center 
      Jim & Shelley Bellotty 

Medical Team 
      Doug Clark 
Owl Express 
     Jim Rusk 
Welcome Centers 
    Carol Peeler, Roy Romstad 

Thank you to our volunteers! 

The Rose on the Baptismal Font Celebrates this Witness 

to the Resurrection in Jesus Christ  

 
                        Andrew (Andy) Lazas             December 3 

To know Christ and make him known through word and deed. 

2800 S. Camino del Sol 
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
Telephone: (520) 625-5023 

Web: www.valleypresbyterian.net 

Email: vpc-office@valleypres.net 

REV. MARK A. MEDINA, Transitional Pastor 

REV. DIANE CHRISTOPHER, Pastor of    
                                                        Discipleship 

REV. DR. LINDA LLOYD, Interim Pastor of  
    Care 

REV. JOE HAWKINS, Pastor Emeritus 

 STEVE RODINE, Church Administrator 

 JOEL PIERCE, Director of Music 

CHRISTINE ERICKSON, RN, Parish Nurse 

 
The Source  

Wednesday, December 13th—Awaken! 
An uplifting worship service with a focus on God’s Word; 

incorporating pastoral reflections, prayer, and Music followed by a 
Advent meal of soup and bread. 

Please remember those currently or recently hospitalized: 

     Tom Marshall     

Flowers given by: Tom & Wanita Marshall 
                                In honor of our 70th Wedding Anniversary 

WELCOME to all who enter this place.  Drink deeply of the living 
waters of God’s grace as we worship together.  

Visitors: Consider yourself at home while you are here! Please pick 
up a Visitor’s Information Packet while enjoying refreshments just 
for you at our Visitor’s Table in Fellowship Hall after our worship.  

Journey Ahead Group (JAG): Please join us if you haven’t already 
shared your praises and concerns/issues with the JAG before on 
December 14th at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Music in the Valley: Tickets for Russell Ronnebaum (January 12, 
6:00 p.m.) are on sale in Fellowship Hall after the service. Tickets for 
the Sanctuary Choir are also available (February 26, 7:00 p.m. and 
February 27, 2:00 p.m.). Because the Sanctuary Choir performances 
are ticketed events, no free-will offering will be collected and your 
ticket will go directly to support the Music Ministry. Tickets are valid 
at either or both performances!  

Recipes from the Thanksgiving Dinner are available at the Welcome 
Centers in the Narthex. 
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PREPARE THE WAY  
FOR THE LORD! 



LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES 

CHOIR AND CONGREGATION SING 

ADVENT PRAYER 

HYMN                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (vs. 2) Veni Emmanuel      9 

INVITATION OF PRAISE AND ADORATION                         Rev. Medina 

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION 

O God of peace, your way is sure and leads to salvation. 
You send your Son, the promise of life eternal; your Holy 
Spirit guides us to truth. We hear your heralds proclaim 
the path of obedience, and receive your abounding grace, 
making firm our footsteps; we know that all is made 
ready to follow you faithfully. We praise you in thought, 
word, and deed. By your mercy, affirm your unending 
love for us, and in our worship make us alive in your 
promise. O God, we wait and watch for the coming of 
your Son and our Lord, Jesus.  We praise you good and 
gracious God.  Amen.  

MUSICAL RESPONSE TO PRAISE  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
                                                                                                     Truro    8 
          Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold,  
          the King of glory waits; The King of kings is drawing near; 
          The Savior of the world is here!                                                 

ANTHEM                            O Jeremiah!                                         Joel Raney 

                     Sanctuary Choir; Les Roberts* - congas 
  Refrain: 

O, Jeremiah, open up the book; 
shine a little glory in the dark of night.  
O, Jeremiah, open up the book; 
open our hearts, show us the light.   

   
  The prophets searched the holy books, 

they trusted in the Lord.  
Through the eyes of faith they saw a day 
when hope would be restored.  
Daniel saw Messiah's reign, Isaiah saw His birth. 
Malachi foresaw a day when peace would rule the earth. 
(Refrain)  

 
  Elijah saw a chariot burning in the sky. 

Obadiah spoke and warned the world  
to put away all pride.  

Ezekiel saw the dead arise as bones began to sing. 
And Zachariah spoke in joy the coming of the King.  
(Refrain)  

 
  Aaron, Amos, Abraham, Moses, Micah, Miriam. 

Jonah, John and Joshua, David, Jacob, Deborah. 
Zechariah, Haggai, Obadiah, Malachi. 
Prophets of the living word, witness to the Lord of lords!  
(Refrain twice) 

  Open our hearts…  show us the light. 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  

Please join the Choir in singing the Great Amen.  

 
 
 
 
YOUTH CHAT (September - May) 

HYMN                           Prepare the Way         Bereden Vag For Herran     13 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                       Rudy Sweisfurth 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                              
   Isaiah 40:1-11   (Pew Bible p. 1119)  
       Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
                      People: Thanks be to God!                                     
GOSPEL LESSON        
    Mark 1:1-8 (Pew Bible p. 1551)  
       Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
                      People: Thanks be to God!            

SERMON                    “Getting Everything Ready”                  Rev. Medina 

MOMENTS OF SILENT REFLECTION 

HYMN                     Go Tell It on the Mountain                  Go Tell It     29 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS                   
*If you haven’t already done so, please print your name in the Fellowship Register. 

OFFERTORY                        Coventry Carol                      arr.  Lloyd Larson 

                                                       Valley Ringers                                      

DOXOLOGY                                                 Old One Hundredth           592 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all                          
      creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
      Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

HYMN                Comfort, Comfort You My People                 Psalm 42      

3 

BENEDICTION  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Let There Be Peace on Earth  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our Creator, children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry breath I take, let this be my solemn vow, 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally, 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

POSTLUDE                   Sing of the Lord’s Goodness          arr. Joel Pierce 

 

Worship Aids/Sermon Notes 

Sermon Title: “Getting Everything Ready” 

Isaiah 40:1-11 (NIV) 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 
paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice 
says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on 
them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 
word of our God stands forever.” 

You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be 
afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign Lord 
comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and 
his recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers 
the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those 
that have young. 

Mark 1:1-8 (NIV) 

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in 
Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way” “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’ ”     
 
And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized 
by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his 
message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 


