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And He Will Do It 

I Thessalonians 5:16-24 

August 27, 2017 

 

A year ago yesterday, I received a phone call, one of those phone calls you dread. 

Larry, our senior pastor, was dead. And we were thrown into a year of darkness 

and grief, yet it was also a year of certainty that God was still with us and working 

within us a healing. We are being carried forward in the presence of God. 

 

I think the thing we all remember about Larry was his benediction at the end of 

each and every worship service. He would spread his long arms out, and give the 

same benediction week after week.  

 

We all remember the last line, don’t we? “God is faithful and He will do it.” We 

anticipated it every time. Sometimes we whispered it along with him. Larry said it 

with such certainty and conviction that we knew God was going to do something.  

 

But there were times when people came up to me and said, “What is it God will 

do? What is the ‘it’”? I kind of said, “Ummm….” And changed the subject.   

 

I wish I had asked Larry why this passage was so important to him. I never did. 

For some reason, this became the one and only benediction he ever did here at 

Valley. And, of course, we said it at his memorial service. 

 

So today, a year after Larry’s passing, I want to try and determine what was so 

special about this passage. And to answer the question, “What is it God will do?” 

 

Turn with me to our scripture passage. 

 

Prayer: Stir in us now, Holy Spirit, a willingness to hear, the desire to know the 

truth and the courage to follow in joyful obedience, that we may be formed by 

your word into women and men of faith. Amen 
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I Thessalonians 5:16-24  

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but 

test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 

your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 

Let’s get right to it. What is it God will do? God is making us holy. That is what the 

word sanctify means. God is doing a work in us that will make us holy. 

Completely. Entirely. Through and through. 

 

There is another side to this as well. In the verses just before Larry’s benediction, 

in fact the whole chapter, the Apostle Paul calls us to a high standard of holiness 

and tells us how to act. So which is it? Do we, as God’s people pursue holiness, or 

is it a gift worked in us by God? 

 

Yes. It is both. 

 

First, God’s part of the deal.  

Sanctification, that is, the process of becoming holy, is God’s commitment to us. 

It is God’s work. We are not finished yet, but someday we will.  

 

There is a passage in the Bible that says we are God’s workmanship or handiwork 

(Ephesians 2:10).  In other words, we are kind of under construction by God. How 

often do you feel fragmented and torn, anxious and worn, sinful and messy? We 

are incomplete and under construction in this life. And construction can be loud 

and long and noisy and very messy. 

 

But God intends when we finally get to heaven (or as Paul says, when Jesus finally 

comes back), the hammers and saws will be put away and we will stand before 
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the Lord with every part perfectly in place and every aspect of our life made 

perfect.  

 

Have you ever heard the phrase “good enough for government work”? We say 

this when we are doing a project –  and the joints don’t quite fit, or the margins 

are crooked. We shrug our shoulders and say, “It’s good enough for government 

work.” 

 

Mark it down: God does not do government work! Everything God does is 

perfect. We may not be holy now, but someday we will. 

We are not finished yet, but we will be. 

We will be holy through and through.  

 

God is faithful and He will do it. Not “God may do it” or “God might do it” or “God 

could do it” or “do it if God feels like it.” No! God WILL do it. What is the “it”? 

God is working to make you and me holy. Perfected….someday.  

 

While God is making us holy, at the same time we are to do certain things in 

order to grow toward that holiness. There is a partnership between God and you 

and me. As God makes us holy, we are called to be faithful to that holiness.  

 

The Apostle Paul gives a long list in this chapter of what we are to do, but I am 

going to look at just three of them: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give 

thanks in all circumstances.” Why? “For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Have you ever wanted to know what is God’s will for your life? Here it is. 

Sometimes we make following God so complicated, but it is really not. Be joyful. 

Pray. Give thanks. And not just do it occasionally, but always, continually, 

entirely, through and through. 

 

As we are being made holy by God, we practice these things.  

 

Choose joy. We have opportunities every day on how we will react to people and 

circumstances in our lives and in our world. Are you going to choose bitterness? 

How about jealousy? Or Greed? Worry? Anger?  You have this menu set before 

you what you will choose. Choose joy.  
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Pray continually. We are in the presence of God each moment of every day. Think 

about times when you are on a long trip, traveling in a car with friends or family. 

Sometimes you will chat for hours, but other time it is quiet between you. Either 

way, your family or friends are there right beside you. You are aware of each 

other’s presence. What if we lived with this same kind of awareness, that God is 

beside us at all times and can be called upon at any given moment. Pray 

continually.   

 

Give thanks. Not for all circumstances, but in all circumstances. Do you see the 

difference?  We are not to give thanks for the awful things that happen. But we 

are to give thanks while in the awful thing. In all circumstances there is still 

reason to give thanks. Even in Larry’s death, we all were able to give thanks for 

his life and God’s presence with us. We are not called to ignore pain and sorrow, 

but to give thanks to God within the pain and sorrow.  

 

Paul says, I have told you how to live, and God will make you holy. 

 

This is the gift Larry gave us every Sunday. That someday we will turn out all 

right. We will be complete in the end.  God is faithful and he will do it. And one 

day, we will stand before Christ -  whole and complete. Perfect, pure, perfected, 

through and through. No more hammering, no more sawing, no more finish 

work.  

 

Meanwhile, what do we do?  

We cooperate with our Master Designer who shapes us into the image of Christ. 

Here we are, Lord. Make us what you want us to be.  

 

 


